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FAIR GREEK. 


S it was the moſt beauti- 
ful ſeaſon of the year, and 
and as my Garden was an 
aſſemblage. of all rural 
pleaſures, I propoſed taking the air 
in it after ſupper with Theofa. We 
took ſome turns in the moſt agreea-. 
ble walks. It was not ſo dark but 
that I ſometimes fancied I faw a man 
in ſeveral corners near us, but ſup- 
poſed it was my ſhadow or one of my 
Domeſtics. In another part I heard 
the ruſtling of leaves, but ſuſpecting 
nothing, imagined it was the wind. 
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9 The Fair Greek. 


The air was ſuddenly chill'd, and the. 
noiſe which I had heard ſeeming to 
forebode a ftorm, I deſired Theofa 


to haſten towards a ſummer-houſe for 
ſhelter. ema and another female 


Slave follow'd us. We ſate down 
for a few moments, and I thought I 


heard ſome body walk ſoftly at a lit- 
tle diſtance from the arbor. I call'd 


Bema, and aſked her a trifling que- 


ſition, only to know how far ſhe was 


from me. She was not on that ſide 


where I had heard the tread of ſome 
perſon's feet; and beginning to ſuſ- 


pect that we were overheard, and not 
being willing to alarm Theofa, 1 


made a pretence to get up, to go and 


ſee who was capable of being ſo in- 
diſcreet. I did not yet ſuſpect that 
it cou'd be any other than one of my. 


Domeſtics. But perceiving no body, 


I went back very calmly to Theofa. 


The 


2 


| 
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= The night began to be far advanced, 
and we returned to her apartment 
without meeting with. _ other ad- 

venture 1 2 | 
But as I couꝰd not your it out of my 
head that I had heard ſome body 
near us, and as it ſeem'd to me of con- 
ſequence to puniſh this boldneſs in my 
Domeſtics, I determined, when I left 
Theofa, to wait ſome time at the 
Garden door, which was not far from 
her apartment, in order to ſurpriſe, 
as he came in, the perſon who had 
been ſo curious as to watch us. 1 
had not waited there long before I 
Perceived a man coming towards me, 
but he ſaw me alſo; and tho! it was 
ſo dark that he cou*d not poſſibly 
know me, yet he returned as faſt as 
he cou'd to the grove from whence 
he came. My impatience made me | 
. and call after him that he 
Koen SS. * 
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might know who I was by my voice. 
I commanded him to ſtop, but he did 


not regard me. My reſentnient was 


fo great that I reſolved to take ano- 
ther method to clear up this affair im- 
mediately. I went in again, and or- 
der'd all the Domeſtics which I had 


at Oru to be call'd together. Their 


number was not large: J had but ſe- 


ven, who all appeared in a minute. 


1 concealed the motives of my beha- 
viour, and the Selictar coming intomy 
thoughts, with all the ſuſpicions which 
cou'd accompany ſuch an idea, I was 


_ exaſperated at a piece of treachery of 


which I thought I cou'd no longer 
doubt. It ſeem'd plain to me that 
he lodged at ſome houſe in the neigh» 


bourhood, from whence he hoped _ 
that he might eaſily in the night get 


admittance into mine. But was thia 
with the knowledge ind mant ö 
8 2 Theaft g 
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Theofa? This doubt which immedi- 
ately aroſe in my mind, overwhelm- 1 
ed me with anguiſh, 1 ſhou'd have I 
ordered all my Servants to have ſear- |} 
ched the Garden, had I not been with- 
held by anot other thought which made 
me take a quite different reſolution. 
It ſeem'd to me of much more im- 
portance to dive into the deſigns of 
the Selictar, than to ſeize his perſon ; 5 
and determining to undertake the 
trouble of doing this myſelf, I ſent 
away all my Servants without except- 
ing even my Valet de Chambre, and 
returned to my poſt at the Garden 
door, where I hid myſelf more care: 
fully than I had the firſt time. 1 ho» 
ped ſoon to fee the Selictar return, 
* had the mortification to wait; for 
him a long while in vain, _ 
He came privately into the houſe 
You I as getting my Servants to- 
44 gether 
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gether. Bema, who had lead him 
into the Garden, gueſs'd at my ſuſ- 
picions, and having made a pretence 
to leave her Miſtreſs, had ſafely con-. 
ducted him back to his quarters. My 
uneaſineſs all the next day was too 
great to be concealed. I did not ſee 
even Theofa, and look'd upon the 
fears which ſhe diſcover'd in the e- 
vening with regard to my health on- 
ly as artifice and perfidy, which I was 
already thinking how to revenge. As 
an addition to my trouble I received 
advice at night that the life of Baſſa 
Cheriber was in the utmoſt danger, 
and that his friends, who knew the 


Rep which I had already taken in his 


favour, conjured me to ſee the Grand 
Viſir again, and to renew my ſolli- 
citations. What an accident at a 


time when I reſolved. to reſume my 


PR at my Garden or; and was al- 
ready 


The Fair Greek. 9 


ready viewing in my mind the con- 
fuſion with which I ſhou'd over- 
whelm the Seliftar | But there was 
no room to heſitate between duty and 
love, The only means to reconcile 
them was to return to Conſtantinople 
as faſt, as poſſible, that I might. be 
back before the night was too far 
advanced. But I cou*d not, tho? I 
made the utmoſt diſpatch, return be- 
fore midnight; and how cou'd I be 
ſure that the Selictar and Theofa 
wou'd not in the mean time make an 
ill uſe of my abſence? 

I began by degrees to 3 
myſelf with having rejected Bema's 
advice; and in my preſent neceſſity 
ſaw no remedy but having recourſe 
to it, at leaſt upon this occaſion. 
And having ſent for her to me, Be- 
ma, ſaid I, affairs of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence call me to Conſtantinople. 
AS: I 
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I dare not truſt Theofa to herſelf, 


and am convinced of the neceſſity of 


{etting over her ſo faithful a Governeſs 
as you. Aſſume at leaſt the autho- 
rity, if not the title, 'till my return. 
To you I commit the care of her 
health and conduct. Never was man 
ſo fooliſhly perfidious. The wretch- 
ed Bema however afterwards confeſ- 
ſed to me, at a time when circum- 
ſtances forced her to be ſincere, that 
if I had not limited her commiſſion, 
and had given her hopes of always 
retaining the ſame aſcendant in my 
houſe inſtead of letting her ſee it was 
to end at my return, that ſhe ſnou'd 
have broke off all engagements with 
the Selictar, and been e in her 


ſervices to me. 


1 went away tolerably well fat 
fied; but my journey was uſeleſs to 
my two friends, As ſoon as I came 

10 


The Fair Greek. 1 


to my houſe I heard that the Grand 
Viſir had twice ſent one of his prin- 
cipal Officers thither, who ſeem'd to 
be pretty much out of humour at not 
meeting with me; and ſome whiſ- 
pers which began to be ſpread- a- 
broad, were I thought ill omens for 
the two Baſſas, I went therefore im- 
mediately to the Grand Viſir's, and 
pretending to be very impatient to 
know what he wanted with me, ear- 
neſtly deſired that he would grant me 
a moment's audience, even in the Se- 
raglio where I was told he was. He 
did not make me wait long; but 
ſhorten*d my viſit by the care he took 
to prevent my complaints, I was un- 
willing, ſaid he, that you ſhou'd have 
any reaſon to accuſe me of not ſhow- 
Inga great regard to your recommen- 
dation; and had order'd my Officer, 
if he had found you at home, to tel} 
you 


* 


12 The Fair Greek. 
you that the two Baſſas were both 
guilty, and that the Grand Seignior 
cou'd not avoid exerciſing his Ny 
upon them. | 
Whatever deſire I might have to 
Juſtify them, ſo formal a declaration 
left me no room to make any reply. 
But confeſſing that treaſon deſerved 
no merey, Iaſted the Grand Viſir if the 
crimes of Cheriber and Azet were a 
myſtery which I ought not to pry in- 
to. He told me that their guilt and 
- puniſhment wou'd be made public the 
next day, and that it wou*d be but a 
ſmall favour to inform me of them a 
few hours ſooner, Auriſan Muley, 
Aga of the Janiflaries, having been 
long exaſperated againſt the Cort 
for attempting to leſſen his authority, 
propoſed to ſeat on the Throne Prince 
Achmet, the Sultan's ſecond brother, 
whom he had educated in his infancy, 
. and 


The Fair Greek, 13 


and who had ſome months ſince been 
cloſcly impriſon'd for ſome ſevere 
jeſts which he had made on his bro- 
ther. It was neceſſary to enter into 
a correſpondence with this Prince, 
and to be affured of his diſpoſitions. 
The Aga had done this with great 
dexterity, but the ſprings by which 
he ſucceeded! were not known, and 
this was the only difficulty which the 
Miniſter had to clear up. Tortures 
had wreſted from the Aga a confeſſi- 
on of his guilt, but he had preſerved 
an inviolable ſecrecy with regard to 
his confederates, and the Viſir him- 
ſelf own*d to me that he cou'd not 
help admiring him. But his ſtrict 
friendſhip with Cheriber and Dely 
Azet, who had been ſucceſſively the 
two laſt Baſſas of Egypt, made the 


Divan reſolve to — 2 them. 
They were both immenſely rich, and 


their 
8 
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their influence was ſtill ſo powerful 
in Egypt, that it was not doubted 
but that they were the two principal 
pillars of the Aga's enterprize. In 
fact, the fear of cruel tortures which 
they cou'd not bear at their age, had 
forced them to confeſs that they were 
guilty, . and that the ſcheme which 
the Confpirators had formed was to 
paſs into Egypt with Achmet, if 
they ſhou'd not ſucceed in their en- 
deavours to eſtabliſh him on the 
Throne immediately. This confeſ- 
ſion did not hinder them from ſuffer- 
ing various tortures, to make them 
declare the names of their accom- 
plices, and particularly whether the 
Boſtangi Bachi and the Selictar were 
guilty. But whether they did not 
really know, or whether they reſol- 
ved to ſhow the ſame conſtancy as 
the Aga, they both perfiſted to death 

WT. in 
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in not alledging any thing againſt 
Grand Viſir, you wou'd have found 
them ſtretched on the rack in my 
anti- chamber; for there they under- 
went the laſt examination, and the 
Grand Seignior order'd their execu- 
tion as ſoon as it was over. 0. 

Tho? 1 was greatly terrified at 0 
recent a cataſtrophe, yet my friendſhip 
for the Selictar did not ſuffer me to 
forget to aſk the Miniſter if he was 
clear enough to ſhow himſelf; with 
ſafety. Why obſerve me, ſaid he, I 
love the Selictar, and am far from 
chagrining him for nothing; but as 
his flight has raiſed unlucky prejudices 
againſt him in the Council, I wiſh 
that he would not appear without 
having firſt ſpread ſome report to 
clear up the myſtery of his abſence. 
And ſince he has retired to you, keep 


him, 


16 The Fair Greek. 
him, added he, *tillI ſend you word. 
I look'd upon the Viſir's confidence 
as a new favour, and thank'd Him 
for it; but not knowing for certain 
that the Selictar was at my houſe, I 
thought myſelf obliged not to ſuffer 
him to think he was. I vas juſt 
come from Oru, where F had been 
laſt night and all that day, and pro- 
teſted ſo ſolemnly that I had not ſeert 
the Selictar there that the Viſir choſe 
rather to think his Spies had deceived 
him than to queſtion my ſincerity. 
My journey being very much ſhor- 
ten'd by ſo unhappy an event, I 
pleaſed myſelf with the thaughts of 
returning to Oru time enough to ſur- 
priſe the Selictar in my Garden, and 
already began to conſider by what 
means I might inſure my ſucceſs. 
But when I came back to my houſe 
at Conſtantinople, I found my Valet 
i de 
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de Chambre waiting for me with the 
utmoſt impatience. He immediately 
deſired to ſpeak with me in private. 
I bring you news, ſaid he, which 

will very much trouble and ſurpriſe 

you. Syneſius is dying of a wound 
which he received from the Selictar, 

Theofa is reduced to the ſame extre- 

mity by her fears, and Bema, whom 

I ſuppoſe to be the wicked author of 

all theſe diſorders, is ſecured by way 

of precaution till your return. Your 
preſence, continued he, is neceſſary 
at Oru, were it only to fruſtrate the 

Selictar's deſign, who can't be driven 

from the houſe, and who may eaſily 

get ſtrength enough to enter it by 
force. The concern which he ſhow*d 
for his violence ſeem'd to me very 
ſuſpicious. As he was alone, I 
ſhou'd have cauſed him to be appre- 


. had I not been afraid of 
offending, 
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offending you. However, added my 
Valet, I have taken ſo much care to 
put the reſt of your Domeſtics in a 
poſture of defence, that you may be 
very eaſy with regard to any n, 
till your arrival. | 

80 unexpected an accident not 
eee eee ſo, I ſet out im- 
mediately, taking four Servants well 
armed along with me by way of pre- 


Caution. The conſternation in which 


4 found thoſe of Oru, was a proof 
that my Valet had not aggravated 
matters. I found them, armed with a 
dozen fowling pieces, keeping a ſtrict 
guard at my gate; and aſked them 
how Theofa and Syneſius did, whoſe ad- 


venture I cou'd not yet coomprehend. 


They were ignorant as well as I of 
his not having quitted the houſe z and 
not knowing that the Selictar Was 
there, it was merry enough * le 
ho them 


2 \ - wa —_ WY 4 


| 


'out of my houſe before he had left it, 


them take ſo much pains to keep him 


Having carefully examined them 
concerning chis affair, I found that 
the cries of Syneſius had drawn them 
to Theofa's apartment,' where- they 


and almoſt diſabled by a wound which 
endanger'd his life. Bema faded 
kill Syneſius, but they were ſoon 
parted. The Se lictar ſtole away, 
§yneſius was cover'd with blood, 
and Theofa trembling and almoſt 
dead with fear, .conjured my Dome: 
ſties to fly and tell 0 na had 
happen d. =, . 
Hler having 8 af me alfred 
malle much that I went immediately 
to her apartment, and was more con- 
firmed by the jey ſhe diſcover d ac 
e 1 went to her — 
= 
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She ſeized my hand, and graſped'it 
very hard. Heavens! ſaid ſhe, what 
horrors have! been a witneſs of during 
your abſence! You wou'd have found 
me dead of my fears, had you tarried 
| longer, The manner and accent in 
A Which ſhe utter'd theſe words was ſo 
artleſs and affecting, that my ſuſpi- 
cions not only vaniſhed, but I was 
tempted, notwithſtanding the circum- 
ſtances in which I found her, to re- 
lapſe into all my former fondneſs. 1 
endeavour'd however to eonfine my 
joy in my heart, and contenting my- 
ſelf with kiſſing her hands, tell me 
then, Theofa ſaid I, with a tranſport 
which wou'd now and then ſhoy it- 
ſelf in my words, tell me what 1 
muſt think of the horrors of which 
you complain. Can you complain. 
of what happen'd in your chamber? 
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what Syneſius? None of my Ser- 
vants know any thing of the mat- 
ter. Will you give me a faithful 
account? | 
Tes, this is one of the . ſhe, 
which affrighted me moſt: I foreſaw as 
all wou'd appear a myſtery, that you 
wou'd not exempt, me from your ſuſ- 
picions; but I call Heaven to witneſs 
that I ſee no farther into this affair 
than you. As ſoon as you was gone, 
continued ſhe, and I thought of no- 
thing but retiring, Bema came and 
told me ſeveral ſtories to which I gave 
but very little heed. She ridiculed. 
my tafte for reading and the other 
exerciſes in which I ſpend my time; 
and talk*d of amours, and of the joys. 
which perſons of my age find in the 
pleaſures of love. An hundred amo- 
rous tales which ſhe told me, were 
meant, I perceived, as ſo many re- 
| proaches 
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pr oaches for my not following ſuch 
agreeable examples. She ſounded my 


inclinations by ſeveral queſtions z aud 
this officiouſneſs, which I had never 


obſerved in her before, beginning to 
be troubleſome, I ſuffer'd the more 


from the neceſſity I was under of hear- 
ing her, when ſhe let me underſtand 


that you had given her authority 0- 
ver me, and that ſhe ſhou'd uſe it 
only to make me happy. She, had 
hardly ſeen me to bed and retired, 


but I heard ſome body open my cham- 
ber door, and preſently perceived 
that it was Syneſius. I was more 
ſurpriſed than frighten*d at his ap- 
pearance; but remembring what you 
had told me of him, I ſhou'd have 
diſcover'd my uneaſineſs, had I not 
ſuppoſed that you might have par- 


don'd him upon your arrival at Con- 
* and have ſent him hither 
with 


* 


th n e 
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with ſome commands for me. I ſuf- 
fer'd him to come nearer, and when 
he began a ſpeech which contain*d no- 
thing but complaints of his wretched- 
neſs, I interrupted him as ſoon as 1 
perceived that he did not come from 
= you. Amidft a thouſand expreſſions 

of grief he fell on his knees by my 

WF bed-ſide in a violent agitation, At 
the ſame inſtant Bema introduced 
the Selictar: don't aſ me what this 
increaſe of my confuſion hinder*d me 
from obſerving diſtinctly. I heard 
Bema ſhriek, reproach Syneſius with 
his temerity, and urge the Selictar 
to puniſh him for it. They were 
both armed, Syneſius put himſelf 
in a poſture of defence; but being 
wounded by the Selictar, he cloſed 
in with him, and I ſaw their poniards 
glitter in the air as they were ſtrug⸗ 
gling together. The noiſe of their 
ſtrife, 


\ 
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ſtrife; rather than my ſhrieks, for 
my terror had made them too weak 
to be heard, drew your Domeſtics 


what happen'd afterwards, is that 
they went at my earneſt deſire to ha- 


| ſten your return. 
b Her innocence was ſo evident in 
N this account, that I was forry for my 
s ſuſpicions, and did all I cou'd to 
| diſperſe the remains of terror which 
ſtill appeared in her countenance. 
'Y And during the warmth of my vows 


of fondneſs and love, with which I 
thought ſhe was greatly moved and 
ſoften'd, I might perhaps inſenſibly 
have obtain'd the favour which I had 
ſworn not to aſk, if the ſtrength of 
my reſolutions had not ſupported me 
againſt the rebellion of my ſenſes, 
But my ſcheme was ſettled ; and 1 


think in the opinion which I then 
had 


— 
* 
HO. 


4 >» 3 > 4 N __— > = 
e r __ 32 A 
— "tO * "Rf 5% a * * 
* we —= ——— WE 2 3 8 
— 253 a AS —— DTT EDS FI 2-1 


hither ; and all that I remember of 
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had of her, that I ſhou'd have been 
really ſorry to have found her guilty 
of a weakneſs which would have 
lefſen'd my eſteem. 

Not loſing any thing however 
which ſooth'd my paſſion, I drew 
ſatisfaction enough from this accident 
to enable me to look upon the doubts 
which I had yet to clear up, as events 
which began to affect me leſs, and 
which I ſhou'd examine with great 
calmneſs and ſerenity. Do you re- 
member, ſaid I to Theofa, in order 
to let her know part of my expecta- 
tions, that you have now ſuffer*d me 
to ſee what I flatter myſelf with more. 
| plainly diſcovering one day or other. 
She ſeem'd doubtful of my meaning. 
I. have ſufficiently explain*d myſelf, _ 
replied I ; and was perſuaded, when 
L left her, that ſhe only affected not 
to underſtand me, I immediately 
FS bald; 8 ſent 
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ſent for Bema. This crafty Slave 
hoping for ſome time to deceive me, 
endeavour*d to perſuade me that the 
Selictar came by chance to my houſe 
in the evening, that ſhe happen'd to 
ſee him the moment ſhe found that 
Syneſius was in Theofa's apartment, 
and that her zeal for the honour of 
my family induced her to intreat 
him to puniſh the inſult which was 
done me by this raſh young man, 
The Seliftar having diſappeared be- 
fore ſhe was taken into cuſtody, ſhe 
ſuppoſed that he was gone quite a- 
way, or had at leaſt got ſafe back 


to his aſylum; and flatter*d herſelf 1 


that ſhe ſnou'd in either caſe eaſily 
find an opportunity to inform him 
of the excuſe which ſhe had invent- 
ed for him. But IT had not been 
ſo long in Turky without knowing 
the power which a Maſter has over 

; #4 6 1 his 
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his Slave; and not thinking it at all 
plobable that the Selictar had ſtole a- 
way privately, if he came with no ill 
deſign, I reſolved to make ule of the 
moſt rigorous means to come at the 
truth, The reaſons which my Valet 
de Chambre had to confine Bema, 
ought to make at leaſt as deep an im- 
preſſion upon me. In ſhort, I talk- 
ed of putting her to the torture, and 
the ſterneſs of my voice and air-ma- 
king her believe that I was in ear- 
neſt, ſhe was ſo terrified that ſhe pre- 
fently confeſs'd the whole of her in- 
trigue. 

When I was fully convinced that 
the Selictar had not ſeen Theofa be- 
fore he found Syneſius in her cham- 
ber, I thought I had more reaſon to 
banter him on account of his ill-ſuc- - 
cefs, than to be offended at his hav» 
ing concealed himſelf in my houſe : 

1 And 
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And Bema eraſed all traces of my 
reſentment, by telling the reaſons 
which had induced him to hide him- 
ſelf from me. But what made my 
friend more excuſeable not being ſuf- 
ficient to juſtify her, 1 deſigned to 
conſider of the puniſhment which ſhe 
deſerved for her treachery; and it 
was upon this occaſion that ſhe call- 
ed her Prophet to witneſs, that I 
ſhou'd have had no reaſon to re- 
proach her, if I had put an entire. 
confidence in her, and not truſted 
her by halves. This frankneſs great- 
ly abated my anger. I wanted no- 
thing further of her only to know 
what was become of the Selictar. She 
faid ſhe believed that he was return- 
ed to her chamber, and that I might 
ſatisfy myſelf by only ſeeing whether 
the door was faſt. Not doubting by _ 
this proof of his being there, the on- 

_ 
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ly revenge I propoſed was to let him 
reſt quietly in his quarters *cill hun- 
ger ſhou*d drive him out, and to poſt 
my Valet de Chambre at the door to 
receive him as ſoon as he ſhou'd ap- 
pear, Bema, whom I left in her 
priſon, cou'd not prevent the ſatiſ- 
faction I promiſed myſelf from this 
ſcene. 

She cou'd give me no light with 
regard to Syneſius, ſince no body was 
more ſurpriſed than herſelf at finding 
him in Theofa's apartment. But he 
gave me little apprehenſion, and as 
I heard his wound was really dange- 
rous, I order'd him to be taken care 
of, and defer*d ſeeing him till he 
ſhou*d grow better. Whether he left 
my houſe and then came back again, 

or whether he never went out of it, 
was owing to the infidelity of one of 
my Servants, and was a matter of 
. | * little 
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little importance which I was in no 
great hurry to puniſh, And' as T 
WH. thought myſelf ſecure of Theofa's 
El prudence, it was indifferent to me 
| whether ſhe was beloved by this 
young Greek or not; nay, I fore- 
ga that it might be of ſome advan» 
age to her with reſpe to her father. 

| This reflection did not offer itſelf to 
my mind at firſt; but thinking of 
the affair ſince the laſt converſation 
which I had with Syneſius about 
it, I concluded if the violence of his 
paſſion continued, that it wou'd give 
me an opportunity of putting his fa- 
ther to a new trial, by pretending to 
BY marry him to Theofa. If Lord Con- 
BT doidi had not loſt all ſenſe of Ho- 
nour and Religion as well as Nature, 
it wou'd I thought be impoſſible for 
him not to oppoſe this inceſtuous 
marriage; and in a Country 1 
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the authority of fathers is not very 
great, I cou'd oblige him to have 
recourſe to this objection to hinder 
it, 

Thus accidents which had greatly 
alarmed me, had no worſe conſe- 
quencey than the wound of Syneſius, 
and the chaſtiſement of a few Dome- 
ſtics, I parted with Bema ſome days 
after, with this mortifying circum» 
ſtance for her that I ſold her only for 
half what ſhe coſt me. This is a 
fort of puniſhment which is inflicted 
only by perſons who are rich, and 
who have at the ſame time good na- 
ture enough not to uſe a Slave who' 
has offended with eruelty ; but how 
ever inſenſible theſe wretches may be, 
they are greatly affected by it, as it 
ſinks them in their opinion even be- 
low their own miſerable condition. I 
heard however that Bema was after- 
bet B 4 wards 
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wards recommended to the Selictar, 
and that he had been ſo grateful as to 
- Purchaſe her for his Seraglio. 
As for him, I had not the plea- 
ſure which I expected of ſeeing him 
furrender to hunger and thirſt, Sup- 
poling by the long delay of his con- 
fident that ſhe was detain*d againſt 
her will, and conſidering the cireum- 
ſtances he ſhou'd ſoon be reduced to 
without her aſſiſtance, he reſolved not 
to wait there *till the morning, and 
fancied, as he was well acquainted 
with my houſe, that he ſhou'd eaſily 
eſcape in the dark. He fell into the 
hands of my Valet de Chambre, who 
had already taken his poſt, This 
BY faithful Servant might have periſh'd 
dy his poniard ; but being himſelf. 
El ſuſpicious of it, he was cautious e- 
nough to ſpeak in a very civil man- 
ner, and to aſſure the Selictar that he 
4 Wo; * 
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had no reaſon to be apprehenſive of 
violence, and that I ſhou'd on the 
contrary load him with careſſes ahd 
all kind of good offices, He ſuffer- 
ed himſelf, tho* not without ſome 
ſigns of diffidence, to be conducted 
to me, I was in bed, but got up 
immediately; but pretending to be 
greatly ſurpriſed : How !. the Selie- 
tar, cried I; why, what accident --- 
He interrupted me with an air of 
confuſion. Spare me the rallery, 
ſaid he, which I ſo richly deſerve. 
Even your reproaches will be juſt, if 
you confine them to my nocturnal vi- 
fit to Theofa; but in the uſe which 
I made of my poniard, I meant only 
to ſerve you, though the care which 
your Servants took to ſnatch out of 
my hands the youth whom F-wound- 
ed, makes me apprehend that I was 
miſtaken in my zeal. And as for the 


B 5 liberty 
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liberty which I have taken of retir- 
ing to your houſe without your know- 
ledge, you ought to impute it only 
to the perplexity of a friend who. 
knew not what ſtep to take, and who 
was willing to make your houſe his 
aſylum without expoſing you to the 
reſentment of the Port. I interrupted 
him in my turn, to aſſure him that 1 
would ſave him the trouble of juſti- 
fying himſelf; and that I did not find 
any thing blameable in his conduct 
even with regard to Theofa, unleſs 
it was demeaning, himſelf by a beha- 
viour which was not at all ſuitable to 
his noble manner of thinking. He 
own'd that this reproach was juſt. 
Opportunity, faid he, got the better 
of my virtue, All the reſt of our 
converſation turned upon mirth and 
rallery. I aſſured him that his worſt 
puniſhment ſnou'd be to be lodged 
more 
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more commo diouſly and to be better 
attended than in Bema's chamber, 

without being expoſed to the danger 
which had induced him to conceal 
himſelf, My telling him what Thad 
heard from the Grand Viſir, did not 
give him more ſatisfaction with re- 
gard to himſelf than compaſſion for 
the fate of the Aga of the Janiſſaries 
and the two Baſſas. He proteſted, 
however, that he ſhou'd pity them 
leſs if they were guilty, and that far 
from entering into their conſpiracy, 
he ſhou'd abſolutely have broken 
with them, had he ſuſpected it. 
He ſeem'd diſpoſed to ſet out, im- 
mediately, and talk'd of ſending for 
two Slaves whom he had command- 
ed to wait for him in a neighbouring. 
village. But J told him the precau- 
tions which the Grand Viſir deſired 
him to uſe before he returned to- 
| | | Conſtan- 
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| Conſtantinople, Among the many 
ſchemes which he might have em- 
* braced, he reſolved by my advice to 
go the next day to his country houſe, 
as if he was returned from viſiting 
the Magazines and Arſenals of the 


Black Sea. I did not even refuſe to 


accompany him; and to let him 
know that 1 did not only not retain 
any reſentment of what was paſt, but 
that I had ſtill the ſame opinion of 
him which firſt induced me to court 
his, friendſhip, I propoſed to take 
Theofa along with us. 

He cou'd hardly believe that 1 
was ſincere in what I offer'd; but I 
was ſo much in earneſt, that having 
| paſſed the reſt of the night with him, 
I conducted him myſelf to Fheofa's 
apartment to perſuade her to agree 
to our propoſition, - Her laſt conver- 


tation had made me as it were ſupe- 
| ü rior 
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rior to all the weakneſſes of jealouſy; x 
and J was. ſo well ſatisfied that the ge- 
lictar wou'd never gain her affections, 1 
that his vainly renewing his attempts 
wou'd be a ſort of triumph to me. | 
Beſides,. whatever my ſucceſs might 
be, I was unwilling to let him. have 
it in his power to reproach me with 
preventing his. I ow'd him this 
complaiſance, as. I had perhaps at 
firſt contributed to his paſſion by be- 
ing ſo ready to approve it; and 
ſnou'd Theofa according to my 
wiſhes ever feel an affection for me, 
L was deſirous that my friend ſhou'd 
loſe all hopes of ſucceſs, before he 
perceived that I was happier than 
himſelf, i 4 
If Theofa ſeem'd ſurpriſed-at our 
ſcheme, ſhe made no objections to It 
when ſhe found that I was to be with 
her, and that ſhe was only to accom- 


* 
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pany me. I order'd her ſuch an e- 
quipage as wou'd make her appear 
Hike a perſon of diſtinction at the Se- 
Hctar's. He had told me that this 
houſe was the centre of his power 
and pleaſures ;- that is to ſay, that 
there was not only al the ornaments- 
which pleaſe. the taſte of the Turks, 
but a Seraglio alſo and a prodigious 
number of Slaves. I had beſides 
heard him boaſt of it as the moſt de- 
lightful place in all the neigkbourhood 
of Conſtantinople. We were eight 
miles from it; and not getting there 
?till the evening, I was for that day 
deprived of a proſpect, to which per- 
haps there is nothing comparable in 
any other part of the world. But the 
Selictar immediately ſnow'd us all the 
internal elegance and riches of this 
ſuperb Edifice, and I was inſtantly 
obliged to own that I had never ſeen 
any 


The Fair Greek. 309 


any thing more beautiful in France 

or Italy. If Jever had any reaſon to 

fear that I might have cauſe to repent 

of my engaging Theofa in this jour- 

ney, it was when the Selictar, after 

he had diſplay*d and made her admire 

fo much magnificence, offer*d her the 

abſolute dominion of the whole, with 

all the laviſh: promiſes which he had. 
formerly made her. Icou*d hardly hide 
the confuſion which redden'd on my 
cheeks. I look'd upon Theofa, and. 
expected her-anſwer with a concern 
which ſhe has ſince own'd that ſhe 
obſerved, She proteſted to the Se- 
; lictar the ſhe was very conſcious of 

the worth of his- offers and retain*d 
the moſt grateful ſenſe of them, that 
ſhe had a very uncommon and whim- 
ſical way of thinking, and of all things 
in the world had the leaſt reliſh for 
_ thoſe which uſually flatter the vanity 
of 
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of women. Tho? ſhe deliver'd her- 
ſelf with a very chearful and good- 
nature air, yet ſhe ſaid ſo many juſt 
and ſenfible things concerning virtue 
and happineſs that I myſelf greatly 
admired them, and wonder'd from 
'what ſource ſhe had drawn them. The 
concluſion which. ſhe came to was, 
that ſhe ſhou*d devote the reſt of her 
life to the practice of the principles 
for which ſhe confeſſed that ſhe was 
indebted to my inſtructions and ow'd 
me more than for her liberty, The 
confuſion which I had. not been able 
to avoid, paſs'd now from my coun- 
tenance to that of the Selictar. He 
complain'd bitterly. of his fate; and 
addreſſing himſelf to me, conjured 
me to communicate to him. ſome of 
the power which. Theofa attributted 
to my inſtructions. I anſwer'd him 
with. a ſmile, that what he deſired of 
8 me 
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me was inconſiſtent with his views, 
and that he himſelf, were I to grant 
his requeſt, wou*d only confirm The- 
ofa in her principles. My heart 0- 
verflow'd with joy, and I thought 
my happineſs better ſecured 'by this 
declaration than by any thing which 
had ever happen*d before. I ſtole an 
opportunity to compliment Theofa 
on the nobleneſs of her ſentiments, 
and took her anſwer for a freſh con- 
firmation of my hopes. 7 * 

The Selictar, tho? he was as _ 
dejected as I was elate and happys 
continued to entertain us with the ut- 
moſt politeneſs, and to ſhow us all 
the beauties of this magnificent Edi- 
fice. He introduced us the ſame e- 
vening into his Seraglio, with a view 
perhaps of tempting Theofa to ac- 
cept of the empire of ſo charming 
a place, But if ſhe was affected with 
any 
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any thing, it was not with its riches 


or wonderful elegance. The rement» | 


brance of a condition in, which: ſhe 
had been, made ſo deep an impreſs 
fion upon her, that I obſerved her to 
fall into a profound melancholly, 
which did not leave her for ſome 
time. The Selictar gave us the li- 
berty of going thither as often as we 
pleaſed; and Theofa ſpent the next 
day in converſing with ſuch women 
whoſe appearances pleaſed her moſt; 
Her ſtaying there ſo long was very 
agreeable to the Seliftar, whilſt I 
perhaps was a little alarm'd at it; 
but not caring to follow her, I watch» 
ed her coming out in order to know 
thereaſon of it. The ſorrowful air 
which ſhe brought from thence, made 
me ſuppreſs my reproaches, and only 
aſk her the occaſion of it. She pro- 
el ** a walk in the Garden, 


without 


The Fair Greek. 43 
without anſwering my queſtion. The 
filence which ſhe continued to ob- 
ſerve, began to ſurpriſe me. At laſt, 
fetching a deep a ſigh, ſhe ſaid with 
the moral turn which ſhe naturally 
gave to all her reflections, what a 
variety in the events of life! What 
a chain of things which have no re- 
ſemblance, and ſeem not form'd to 
be link'd together ! I have juſt made 
a diſcovery of which you fee I am 
very full, and which has inſpired me 
with deſigns which I will communis 
cate to you 3 but I muſt firſt melt 
you into tears by a ſad relation of 
the ſtory, 

A ſenſible concern, nal he; 
which I cou'd not help feeling for the 
fate of ſo many wretches, and which 
you will think excuſcable after my 
own misfortunes, - induced me to alle 
kveral of the Selictar's Slaves con- 

cerning 
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cerning the adventures which brought 
them into his Seraglio. Moſt of 
them are Circaſſians or natives of 
ſome neighbouring countries, who 
have been trained up for their condi- 
tion, and are inſenſible of the wretch- 
edneſs of it. But ſhe whom I have 
juſt left is a Stranger, whoſe good 
nature and modeſty are even more 
ſtriking than the charms of her per- 
fon, I took her aſide, and praiſed 
her youth and beauty, My com- 
mendations fill'd her eyes with grief, 
and nothing ſurpriſed me more than 
her anſwer, Alas! faid ſhe, extol 
not- ſuch worthleſs benefits, but ra- 
ther if you are ſuſceptible of pity, 
lock upon them as the fatal boon of 
Heaven, which makes me every mo- 
ment deteſt my being. I promiſed 
her more than pity, and telling her 
1 it . probably be in my 
| power 
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power to adminiſter ſome conſolation, 


deſired her to unfold the cauſe of | 


ſuch ſtrange deſpair. She told me, 
after ſhedding ſome tears, that ſhe was 
born in Sicily, and that her father's 
| ſuperſtition occaſiog*d the loſs of her 
liberty and honour, His mother 
had been extremely infamous for her 
debaucheries, and his ill Stars had 
alloted him a wife who after ſhe had 
long impoſed upon him by the ap- 
pearances of virtue, diſhonour*d her- 
ſelf at laſt by open diſſoluteneſs. 
Having a daughter by her (who was 
this Slave of the Seliftar) he made a 
vow to Heaven to train her up in the 
paths of virtue by a very ſevere edu- 
cation, in order to retrieve the ho- 
nour of his family, He ſhut her up 
when ſhe was very young in a Caſtle 
which he had in the Country, and 
committed her to the care of two 
good 
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good Old Women, whom he com- 
manded, when he gave them their 
commiſſion, not to let his daughter 
know that ſhe was diſtioguiſh'd by 
any natural endowments, and never 
to mention the beauty of women as 
a thing worth regarding. In this 
manner ſhe lived 'till ſhe was ſeven- 
teen years old, without ever think- 
ing or deſiring to do any thing con- 
trary to the deſigns of her father, 
She perceived, whenever ſhe had an 
opportunity of appearing with her 
two Governeſſes, that the looks of 
thoſe ſhe ſaw were fixed upon her, 
and that they teſtified ſome [ſurpriſe 
at her appearance. But having ne- 
ver ſeen a looking-glaſs, and the 
two Old Women having always care- 
fully kept from her every thing which 
might have turned her reflections up- 
on herſelf, ſhe never had the leaſt 
| | | ſuſpt- 
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ſuſpicion of her beauty. In this ſims 
plicity ſhe lived, when her Gover- 
neſſes having introduced one of the 
Hawkers who travel up and down the 
Country with Toys, ſhe open'd by 
meer accident a little box which had 
a looking-glaſs in the lid of it. Her 
innocence was ſo great as to fancy that 
the repreſentation of herſelf which ſhe 
ſaw there, was a picture fixed to the 
box, She gazed upon it with ſo much 
pleaſure that the Old Women took 
notice of her. Their ſhrieks and re- 
proaches wou*d have eraſed the im- 
preſſion which this accident had gi- 
ven our young Sicilian of her charms, 
had not the Hawker, who gueſſed at 
the cauſe of their complaints, pri- 
vately given her one of his glaſſes, 
and told her in a whiſper the injury 
_ which was done her in not being per- 
mitted to uſe them. She took it ra- 

ther 
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ther thro? fear than adefire of having 
what ſhe did not underſtand ; but ſhe 
was hardly a moment alone before 
ſhe learnt the uſe of it. Tho? ſhe had 
not of herſelf been able to perceive 
what Nature had done for her, yet 
the compariſon which ſhe was now 
conſtantly making between the two 
Old Women and herſelf was ſucffiient 
to ſhow her how greatly the difference 
was to her advantage. She preſently 
found ſo much pleaſure in viewing 
and admiring herſelf eternally, in 
ranging her hair and adjuſting her 
_ dreſs with more art and elegance, 
that ſhe began to think, without 
knowing the uſe of theſe allure- 
ments, that what gave her ſo much 
ſatisfaction mult infallibly be plealing 
to others. 
The Toy-man, who was highly 


delighted with this accident, took a 
deal 
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deal of pleaſure in telling it where- 
ever he went. The deſcription which 
he gave of the beauty of the young 
Sicilian, excited the curiolity and de- 
ſires of a Knight of Malta, who had 
juſt taken the laſt oaths of his Or- 
der, with little inclination to keep 
them, He went into the neighbour- 
hood of the Caftle, and found an op- 
portunity of ſending the young Lady 
a Looking-glaſs, the Picture of a 
very handſome youth, and a paſſio- 
nate Love-letter, informing her of 
evefy thing which had hitherto been 
ſo cautiouſly concealed from her. 
The Picture, which was that of the 
Knight, had the deſired effect, and 
the inſtructions of the Letter were 
very uſeful and help'd her to ſur- 
mount many difficulties, The young 
Lady, whoſe Governeſſes had never 
mention'd men in her hearing but as 
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the inſtruments which Heaven was 
pleaſed to make uſe of to render wo- 
men fit for the propagation of the 
ſpecies, and who had accuſtom'd her 
beforehand to have a great venera- 
tion for the ſanctity of marriage, 
took care not to liſten to the Knight's 
courtſhip, *till ſhe had aſked him 


whether he defgned to be her Huſ- 
band. He was very liberal of his 


promiſes when he found how uſeful 


they wou'd be, and pretending ſome 


motives of intereſt for keeping his 
engagements private, ſoon deceived 
the hopes of the father and the vigi- 
lance of the two Governeſſes. They 
continued their correſpondence with 
mutual pleaſure for ſome time; but 
at laſt remorſe and ſome apprehen- 
ſions of the future made the Sicilian 
very urgent with her Gallant to per- 
form his promiſes, It was impoſſi- 

ble 
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ble for him longer to conceal his be- 
ing engaged in the ſervice of a ſtate 
which made it unlawful for him to 
marry, There was nothing but tears 
and complaints for ſeveral days ; but 
as they loved one another fincerely, 
parting wou*d have been to them of 
all evils the greateſt, And as they 
cou'd not continue long where they 
were without feeling the unhappy ef- 
fects of their amour, they reſolved to 
quit Sicily and retire into ſome Coun- 
try which depended on the Turks. 
They cou'd not reproach one ano- 
ther; for being both born to high 
fortunes, they made the ſame ſacri- 
fice to love. 
Their deſign of retiring voluntari- 
ly into the Dominions of the Grand 
Seignior would have ſaved them 
from ſlavery, had they been able to 
prove it, But having embark'd on 
C 2 board 
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board a Venetian Veſſel with a view of 
landing in Dalmatia, from whence 
they flatter'd themſelves that they 
ſhou'd eaſily penetrate further, they 
had the misfortune to be taken at the 


mouth of the Gulf by ſome Turkiſh 
Rovers who were cruiſing on the Ve- 


netians. Their ſtory was look'd up- 


on as an artifice, and they were both 


ſold to different purchaſers in a Port 
_of the Morea, from whence the un- 
happy Sicilian was conducted to Con- 


ſtantinople. If it was the bittereſt 
misfortune to be torn from her Lover, 
what name mult I give to that which 


ſoon befel her! Being a little disfi- 


gured by inceſſant weeping, the Mer- 


chants of Conſtantinople did not per- 
ceive what they might expect from 
her beauty; but an old woman, who 
had more diſcernment, laid out a 


good part of what ſhe was worth to 
purchaſe 
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purchaſe her, and hoped ſoon to 
double it by ſelling her again. But 
as ſne had been educated in the prin- 
ciples of modeſty and virtue, the 
pains which her odious Miſtreſs took 
to awaken her charms and adapt 
them to the taſte of the Turks, 
was a more inſupportable cruelty to 
her than, death itſelf. She was at 
laſt ſold for a very round ſum to the 
Selictar, who was very fond of her 
at firſt; But having ſatisfied his de- 
ſires, and being diſguſted by her deep 
melancholy and continual weeping, 
ſoon began to neglect her. 

Theofa was only ſurpriſed at tlie 
adventures of this mourning Sicilt- 
an: What moved her compaſſion, 
was the ſeeing her ſo ſenſible of the 
infamy of her condition, and fo o- 
verwhelm'd with grief and ſhame, 


that ſhe cou'd not diſtinguiſh which 
C 3 afflited 
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afflicted her moſt, the loſs of her 
honour or that of her Lover. As I 
almoſt daily heard relations of events 
of this kind, I did not ſhow ſo many 
figns of piry as Theofa expected. 
You ſeem inſenſible of misfortunes, 
faid ſhe, which wou'd I thought 
have moved you as much as myſelf, 
Do you think the unhappy Fair de- 
ſerves leſs compaſſion than I feel for 
her? I think ſhe is to be pitied, re- 
plied I, but much leſs than ſhe wou'd 
have been, if her miſery had not 
been the conſequence of her own im- 
' prudence. And this is the diffe- 
rence, added I, between yours and 
"hers. You are perhaps the only one 
of your ſex, who being innocently 
train'd up to theſe diſorders and hur- 
ried down a precipice without know- 
ing it, felt a thorough change in your 


inclinations at the very name and firſt 
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hints of virtue. And 'tis this, con- 
tinued I with tranſport, my thinking 
you ſuperior to all other women in 
the world, which makes you ſo ami- 
able in my eyes. Theofa ſhook her 
head, and ſmiled and without an- 
ſwering what concerned herſelf, in- 
ſiſted that the Sicilian Lady had me- 
rit enough to intitle her to her li- 
berty, and that we ought to do ſome- 
thing to procure it. Your deſiring 
it, ſaid I, is a ſufficient obligation 
upon me to undertake it, and I wou'd 
not have you indebted to the Selictar 
for it. He came to us as I was pro- 
miſing to ſpeak. to him about it, 1 
did not defer my requeſt; but taking 
him aſide, as if I defired to conceal 
the affair from Theofa, I aſk*d if he 
was ſo fond of his Sicilian that he 
ſhou'd feel any pain in parting with 
ker to me, She is yours, ſaid he, 
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afflicted her moſt, the loſs of her 
honour or that of her Lover. As I 
almoſt daily heard relations of events 
of this kind, I did not ſhow ſo many 
figns of piry as Theofa expected. 
You ſeem inſenſible of misfortunes, 
faid ſhe, which wou'd 1 thought 
have moved you as much as myſelf, 
Do you think the unhappy Fair de- 
ſerves leſs compaſſion than I feel for 
her? T think ſhe is to be pitied, re- 
plied I, but much leſs than ſhe wou'd 
have been, if her miſery had not 
been the conſequence of her own im- 
' prudence. And this is the diffe- 
rence, added I, between yours and 
"hers. You are perhaps the only one 
of your ſex, who being innocently 
train*d up to theſe diſorders and hur- 
ried down a precipice without know- 
ing it, felt a thorough change in your 
inclinations at the very name and firſt 
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hints of virtue. And *tis this, con- 


tinued I with tranſport, my thinking 
you ſuperior to all other women in 
the world, which makes you ſo ami- 
able in my eyes. Theofa ſhook her 
head, and ſmiled 3 and without an- 
ſwering what concerned herſelf, in- 
ſiſted that the Sicilian Lady had me- 
rit enough to intitle her to her li- 
berty, and that we ought to do ſome- 


thing to procure it. Your deſiring 


it, ſaid I, is a ſufficient obligation 
upon me to undertake it, and I wou'd 
not have you indebted to the Selictar 
for it. He came to us as I was pro- 


miſing to ſpeak. to him about it, I 
did not defer my requeſt ; but taking 


him aſide, as if I defired to conceal 


the affair from Theofa, I aſk*d if he 


was ſo fond of his Sicilian that he 


ſhou'd feel any pain in parting with 
ker to me, She is yours, ſaid he, 
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from this minute; an} when I talk- 
ed of the price, he rejected my of- 


fers as an affront, I gueſs'd by the 
Joy he ſhow'd on this occaſion, that 
he was not only pleaſed with oblig- 
ing me, but flatter'd himſelf alſo 


that this wou'd be a new motive to 


engage me to ſerve him with regard 
to Theofa, and that my example 


might be a means of inducing her to 
think of the pleaſures of love. He 


told me a circumſtance concerning 


his Slave which ſhe had concealed 


from Theofa. I thought, at firſt, 
faid he, that ſhe was only  afflic- 
ted for the loſs of her liberty, 


and ſpared no pains to make her ſa- 


tisſied with her condition; but I 
have ſince found that ſhe is paſſio- 


nately in love with a young Slave of 


her own Country, who had dexteri- 


ty enough to convey a letter into my 


Seraglio, 
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Seraglio, and whoſe temerity I ſuf- 
fer d to - paſs unpuniſhed out of re- 
ſpect to his Maſter, who is one of my 
particular friends. I never thought 
it worth my while to inquire by what 
means they firſt became acquainted,. 
and only commanded my Servants to 
double their diligence to prevent ſuch 
diſorders for the future. From this- 
time, tho? I knew that ſhe was un- 
commonly beautiful, my affections 
began to cool and abate with regard. 
to my fair. Sicilian. This advice, 
which the Selictar thought he was as 
a friend obliged to give me,. wou'd 
have been a very, neceſſary. precauti- 
on, had my ſentiments for her been 
ſuch as he imagined they-were, But 
having, on the contrary, no deſires 
but that of obliging Theofa, I was 
pleaſed to think that the young Slave 
of. whom the Selictar complain'd, 
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muſt certainly be the Sicilian Knight, 
and foreſaw that I ſhou'd ſoon be 
obliged to ſhake off his fetters alſo. 
J waited *til] I was alone with Theo- 
fa before I told her that the fair 
Slave was ours. She was ſo over- 
joy'd to hear me add that I ſuppoſed 
that the Knight was not far off, and: 
that I deſigned to reſtore him to his. 
Miſtreſs, that ſhe thank'd me very 
heartily for my zeal to ſerve them. 
As I turned every thing to my own 
advantage, I did not doubt but that 
her tender concern for the happineſs 
of theſe two Lovers was a ſign that 
her heart was grown ſenſible at laſt, 
and drew from thence predictions in 
my. own favour which I thought bet- 
ter founded than thoſe of the Se- 
lictar. 

The name of the Sicilian Lady 
- was Maria Rezati, and that —_ 
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had been given her in her ſlavery 
Molena, I did not think proper to 
inform her of what I had done for 
her 'till the day of our departure, 
and deſired Theofa only to tell her in 
general that ſhe might hope for ſome 
unexpected happineſs. Some advices 
which the Seliftar received from 
Conſtantinople had diſſipated all his 
fears; and buſineſs calling me thither, 
I told Theofa that it was time for us 
to take our leave, and to return to 
Oru. I cou'd not, tho” I was very 
uneaſy at it, prevent the Selictar's 
going along with us. As ſoon as we 
ſet out we were preſented with a very 
extraordinary ſcene. The Sicilian 
Knight, who was indeed a Slave in 
the neighbourhood, had liberty e- 
nough to ſteal ſome hours every day: 
from the duties of his condition, and i 
theſe ke uſed to-employ in obſerving, B 
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the walls of the Selictar. The danger 
to which he had been expoſed by the 
treachery of another Slave was fo far 
from diſcouraging him, that he had 
with the ſame hazard a thouſand 
times fince attempted to make far. 
ther diſcoveries; We ſet out about 
noon, in a large coach which I had 
on purpoſe for travelling. He was 
then about twenty ſteps from the 
door, where he ſaw ſome of my 
Servants who were getting ready to 
attend me. He was ſtruck with 
their dreſs, and aſked them in French, 
which he ſpoke very readily, to 
whom they belonged, I know not 
what ſcheme he formed upon their 
anſwer; but as ſoon as he had recet- 
ved it, the coach in which IWas with 
the Selictar and the two Ladies, 
moved forwards, and he preſently 
perceived his Miſtreſs. It was im- 
| poſſible 
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poſſible to moderate his tranſports, 
He flew to the coach door and kept 
pace with it, thoꝰ we drove very faſt, 
calling me by my name, and beſeech- 
ing me to hear him for a moment. 
The agony he was in, and his efforts 
to keep up with us and to make him- 
ſelf heard, put him out of breath, 
and made him look like a Lunatic 
who had ſome ill deſign upon us. 
The Selictar's attendants, who fol- 
low'd us with his Equipage, ſeeing 


a Slave who appeared to want reſpect 


for their maſter and me, ran to him 
and forced him away in a very impe- 
rious and violent manner. Suſpect- 
ing who he was,, I order*d my coach- 
man to ſtop, pacified the Selictar's 
ſervants who continued to treat the 
young Slave ill, and deſired that he 
might be brought to me. The Se- 
liar knew nothing of this affair, 
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nor of the reaſon of my raking no 
tice of it; but was quickly let into it 
by the account which was given us by 


the Knight. The unhappy youth 
having with much difficulty recover'd 


his breath and aſſumed the air which 
ſuited with his birth, addreſſed a 
| ſpeech to me, which I ſhou'd in vain 
attempt to repreſent in ſo lively and 
moving a manner as it appeared when 
deliver*d by him. After he had in a 
few words informed us of his own | 
ſtory and that of his Miſtreſs, he per- 
ceived as he pointed to her in the 
coach that ſhe was faint and lifeleſs 
by my ſide. Alas! cried he, ſhe 
dies, help, help; ſhe dies, and you 
aſſiſt her not 
We quickly brought her to herſelf. 
And turning her eyes upon Theofa, 
tis he, ſhe cried; ah! 'tis the Knight, 


is he himſelf, I did not want this 
declaration 
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* declaration to know who he was. Af. 
it ter I had comforted the young Slave, 
y F' taſked the Selictar if he had intereſt 
th enough in his Maſter to promiſe that 


d his abſence ſhou*d have no ill conſe- 
- quences. He aſſured me that he was 
1 one of his moſt intimate friends, and 
n when I told him that I deſired to take 
d him along, with me to Oru, he ſhow'd 
n a piece of politeneſs-which I wonder- 
4 cd at in Turky, in ſending one of 


his ſervants to intreat his friend, who- 
was a General Officer, to lend him 
his Slave for a few days: I foreſee, 
ſaid he after he had given this order, 
that you will have farther occaſion 
for me; but I prevent you by an of- 
fer of my ſervice, and can affure you 
that Nady Emir will refuſe me no- 
thing which he wou'd grant to any 
body elſe. We had ſome led horſes, 
and J order'd one to be given to the 
Knight,, 
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Knight, who was almoſt frantic with 
joy. He ſuppreſs'd it however as 
much as poſlible, and knowing what 
his habit and ſtation: required of him, 
refrain'd both from approaching, his 
Miſtreſs, and from aſſuming any o- 
ther behaviour than that which ſuit- 
ed his circumſtances. | 

I cou'd not help owning to the Se- 
lictar, during the reſt of our journey, 


that it was the deſire which I had of 


ſerving . theſe unfortunate. Lovers 


which induced me to aſk him to 


make Molena free, and that I accept- 
ed of the offer of his mediation to ob- 
tain of Nady Emir the ſame favour 


for the young Knight. Theofa quie- 


ken'd his zeal, by diſcovering her 


concern for their happineſs, We ar- 
rived at Orv. 


The Knight ſtole a- 


Way as we were getting out of my 
coach z but preſently. ſent. me word 
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that he intreated me to ſuffer him to 
ſpeak to me in private. The favour 
which he begg'd on his knees, call- 
ing me his father and deliverer, was 
to permit him to change his habit 
immediately. Tho? the leaſt. diſ- 
guiſe is criminal in à Slave, yet in 
his circumſtances I did not think 


that there was any danger init, He - 


preſently appeared in a dreſs which 
wrought as great an alteration in his 
manners as his perſon ; and knowing 
already that his Miſtreſs was free, 
or that I was her only Maſter, he 
aſked my leave to embrace her, 'This 
was a very moving Scene to-us all. 
I renew'd the requeſt which I had 
made to the Selictar to procure his 
liberty; tho? I did not doubt but 
that I had credit enough among the 
Turks to have obtain'd this favour 
of Nady. Emir. myſelf, notwithſtand- 
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ing 1 had no particular acquaintance 
-with him, 


Thee Selictar's obſtinacy i in perſiſt 
ing to go along with us, obliged me to 


conceal my paſſion which did, I con- 
feſs, no longer admit of increaſe, I 


was now thoroughly convinced of 


the virtue and modeſty of the amia- 


ble Theofa; and ſuppoſing that I 


had made a conqueſt of her heart, 1 
_ : reſolved to explain myſelf ſo fully as | 
not to leave her a poſſibility of a 


doubt, which I look'd upon as the 
only obſtacle which hinder*d her 


owning a fondneſs for me. But I 
wanted to be more at leiſure. for ſuch 
an undertaking. The Selictar had 
agreed to accompany me to Conſtan- 
- tinople, and I magnified the impor- 
tance of the affairs which call'd me 
- thither, in order to haſten our de- 
parture. The Knight went along 


with 


EF 
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with us. I had other reaſons beſides 
thoſe concerning his liberty for not 
leaving him at Oru in my abſence ;, 
or was at leaſt undetermined concern- 
ing a difficulty which gave me ſome 
perplexity. As there was little pro- 
bability of his thinking to return to 
Sicily with his Miſtreſs, and leſs of 
his continuing with her without relap- 
ſing into all his former familiarities, 
I confider*d whether it would be pro- 
per to ſuffer ſuch a correſpondence 
in my houſe, My principles were 
not uncommonly rigid with regard 
to theſe affairs, and I do not pretend 
that I ſhou'd have thought the two 
Lovers guilty of any great crime in 
making themſelves as happy as I had 


viſh'd to be with Theofa; but if the 


heat of youth makes us ſometimes 
forget the precepts of Religion, a 
ſenſe of Honour checks and reſtrains 
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us: And I was beſides. out of meer 


decency obliged to obſerve a thou- 
fand duties which my office impoſed 
upon me. This ſeruple would have 
made me take ſome reſolutions. very 
diſagreeable to the Knight, had he 
not deliver d me from it upon our | 
arrival at Conſtantinople. He told 
me that he deſigned, after the ſer- 
vice which I was going to do him, 
to return to Sicily, in order to reſtore 


the money which his redemption 


would coſt me, and to ſee whether 
he cou'd not find out ſome method 
of being releaſed from the vows of 


his Order. His misfortunes had 


brought him to a right way of think- 
ing. He conſider'd that Maria Re- 
Zati was an only daughter, whoſe 
peace and reputation had been ruin'd 


by him. With a thouſand good qua- 


lities which made him love her, * 


The Fair Greek. 69 
of which even the idea of a Seraglio - 
cou'd not give him a diſguſt, ſhe had 
wealth enough to glut his ambition, 
Theſe reflections, which he commu- 
nicated to me with great calmneſs 
and modeſty, determined him to do 
all he cou'd to obtain the liberty to 
marry her, 

I commended his defigns, though 
| ſaw that they wou'd be attended 
vith difficulties of which he was not 
zprehenſive. The Selictar went 
immediately to Nady Emir, who 
was returned to the City, and ob- 
tain'd the Knight of him with all 
the eaſe he imagined he ſhou'd. 
Tho' he generouſly deliver'd him to 
me without making any terms, yet as 
lwas to have my money again I in- 
iſted on his taking the thouſand Se- 
quins which he had paid to Nady. 
After the account which the young 

Sicilian 
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Sicilian had given me of his intenti- 
ons, I had no ſcruples about ſending | 
him back to his Miſtreſs. He pro- 
poſed only to go and take his leave of | 
her, and was ſo eager to undertakea | 
voyage from which he promiſed him- 
ſelf all his happineſs, that I cou'd 
hardly prevail upon him to ſtay a lit- 
tle at Oru. I went thither two days 
after, and was extremely ſurpriſed to 
hear that he had alter'd his reſolution, 
I cov*d not preſently fathom this my- | 
ſtery, and only aſked him what views | 
he had ſubſtituted in the room of thoſe 
which he had abandon'd. He told 
me that he had revolved in his own 
mind the difficulties of ſucceeding in 
his deſign and the dangers he ſhou'd 
expoſe himſelf to from his Order and 
the houſe of Rezati, and had reſum- 
ed the reſolution which he had for- 
merly taken to ſettle in Turky 3 gel 
| e 
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the Morea wou'd be a very agreeable 

and commodious ſituation ; that he 
wou'd nevertheleſs marry his Miſtreſs, 
not thinking himſelf obliged to per- 
form the duties of a Knight of Malta, 

ſnce he renounced the title and all 
the advantages of the Order; and 
that he had a conſiderable ſum in Bills 
of Exchange upon Raguſa which he 
had left in the hands of a Banker at 
Medina, and did not doubt but that 
he ſnou'd be rich enough to return 
the money which I had paid to the 
delictar, and to maintain himſelf with 
ſrugality where he deſigned to ſettle, 

He added that Maria Rezati's father, 


who was not immortal, had a very 


large eſtate 3 that he cou's not pre- 
rent her from inheriting it; and that 
they muſt one time or other be rich 
enough to lead a very agreeable life, 
and to leave ſomething to their chil- 

dren, 
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nz The Fair Greek. 
dren, if it ſhow'd pleaſe Heaven to 
grant them any. 

As this plan was ſo ſuddenly and fo 
well concerted, I did not doubt but 
that it was owing to ſome extraordi- 
nary incident. I ſhou'd, however, 
never have ſuſpected that Syneſius 
was the author of it. The Knight 
cou'd not be two days at Oru, with- 
out hearing that this young Greek 
was there, and dangerouſly 411 of his 


wound, He was ſo polite as to make 


him a viſit z and finding him a very 
agreeable perſon, enter'd immediate- 
ly into ſuch a confidence with him as 
to inform him of all his adventures, 
The perplexity he was in with regard 
to his marriage inſpired Syneſius with 
this admirable plan, in which he ho- 
ped to find his own advantage. He 
offer*d the Knight a retreat on his 


father's Eſtate ; and diſcovering in 
his 
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his turn his paſſion for Theofa, they 


repoſed the greateſt confidence in 


each ocker, and flatter'd themſelves 


that ſhe wou d be prevaiPd on to fol- 
low them either by intereſt or love. 
They were far from having obtain'd 
her conſent, - and Syneſius had told 


his friend that this was an affair which 
would require the utmoſt delicacy and 
caution, They flatter*d themſelves, 
however, that they ſhou'd with the 
aſſiſtance of Maria Rezati , who 
warmly enter*d into their ſcheme, ea- 


ſily convince her, if ſhe was Paniota- 
Condoidi's daughter or had any love 


for Syneſius, that ſhe had no greater 


happineſs to wiſh for than to return 


to her own Country, 


Tho? I had ſome ſaſpicioh of - the 
Knight, yet I had none of Synefius; 


and not thinking my own intereſt 
concerned in the affair, nor. wanting 
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- 


to know more of it than he deſired I 


ſhou'd, I did not make the leaſt ob. 
jection to his deſign, The price of 
your liberty, ſaid I, need not give 
you any uneaſineſs, for I ſhou*d not 
grudge a larger ſum to contribute to 
your happineſs. I ſuppoſed that The 
ofa had penetrated into the bottom 
of this intrigue, and burnt beſides 
with a deſire of ſeeing her. My im- 
patience was ſo great that I thought 


the three days which I was obliged - 


to paſs in the City exceedingly long; 
and reflecting ſeriouſly on the condi- 
tion of my heart, was in ſome confu- 
ſion at having ſuffer*d her to gain ſo 
great an aſcendant over it. 

I went into Theofa*s apartment, 
fully reſolved not to leave it, till I had 


finiſh*d my treaty with her but was 


ſo unfortunate as to find Maria Re- 


Zati there. T hey were become very 


ue 


— 
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intimate friends, and the Sicilian ſup- 


poſing it impoſſible for Theofa not 
to be in love with me, had ventured 
to make ſome reflections on the hap- 
pineſs of ſueh an engagement as ſhe 
ſuppoſed ours to be. This way of 
talking diſpleaſed Theofa. And I 
had hardly made my firſt eompli- 
ments; when addreſſing herſelf to 
her Companion, under your preſent 
miſtake, ſaid ſhe, you will be ſur- 
priſed to hear from the Gentleman's 
own mouth that I owe nothing to his 
love, and that I am indebted to his 
generoſity only for all the favours 
which he has. heaped upon me, 
They both ſeem'd to wait for my 
anſwer, I did not well underſtand 
the ſubject of their converſation, and 
was very ſincere when I declared that 
admiration and not love was the firſt 
motive of the ſervices which I had 
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done her; but, continued J looking 
very fondly upon her, it requires ſo 
little time to know your worth and 
ꝛtis ſo impoſſible when one does know 
it not to confine all one's affections 
to you ----- Theofa, who preceived 
the drift of this ſpeech, had art e- 
nough to interrupt it. She ſaid that 
ſhe flatter'd herſelf that I had ſome 
friendſhip for her, that ſhe ſhou'd 
always eſteem it a more valuable 
bleſſing than all the pomp and plea- 
ſures inthe World, and then imme- 
diately turn*d the converſation upon 
other ſubjects. What ſhe ſaid raiſed 
doubts in my mind, which wrought 
a ſtrange alteration in my temper. 
Not being able to ſupport the pain 
of them, I formed a reſolution which 
will appear very childiſh to o all but 
1 in love. 
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I went into her cloſet, and per- 
ceiving but too plainly how much my 
hopes were like to be retarded took 
a pen in my hand, in order to expreſs 
what I found my tongue in my pre- 
ſent confuſion and fears wou*d- never 
be able to utter. I wrote in the moſt 
tender and moving terms every thing 
which a heart thoroughly ſenſible of 
love and eſteem cou'd urge to gain 
her affections; and tho? there was no 
obſcurity in what I ſaid, yet that I 
might not leave any poſſibility of a 
doubt, 1 concluded with telling her 
that I did not mean friendſhip, which 
was too cold a word to expreſs the 
tranſports of 'my heart, and that I 
ſhou'd dedicate my whole life to love: 
Adding, however, as I had always 
kept ĩt within due bounds, that it 
Hou'd ſtill be ſubſervient to the plea- 
lure of its author; that J only aſpi- 
„ >. ed 
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red to a return of affection and ſhou' 
leave her to give what proofs of it ſhe 
pleaſed. 

Having ſooth*d my pains a little 
by this declaration, I returned with 
an air of greater tranquillity, and 


beſeech'd Theofa to ſtep into her 


cloſet alone, She ſtajd there a few 
minutes, and then coming back de- 


| fired me with a very grave counte- 


nance to go thither again. Under 


the billet which I had left for her ſhe. 


had written an anſwer, which was ſo 
ſhort, and of ſo extraordinary a kind 


that I ſhall never forget it. A wretch, 


faid ſhe, who learn'd of you the 
names of honour and virtue, who 
knows not that of her father, the 
Slave of the Governor of Patras and 
Cheriber, can certainly inſpire no- 


' thing but pity ; I cannot therefore 


ſee myſelf in the otject of your love. 
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J cou'd not help making a very loud 


exclamation on reading this anſwer. 
An apprehenſion leſt ſome evil had 
befallen me, made her run to the 
Cloſet- door. I ſtretched out my 
arms to invite her to come and hear 


me explain myſelf ; but ſhe returned 


to her Companion as ſoon as ſhe was 
ſatisfied that ſhe had nothing to fear 
with regard to my health. I was tor- 
tured with the moſt violent paſſions. 
But not being able to abandon my 
hopes, I reſumed. my pen to eraſe the 
horrible picture which ſhe had made 
of herſelf, and drew one which re- 
preſented her, on. the contrary, in 
all the perfections with which Nature 
had adorned her. This, added I, is 
her whom I love, and her features 
are ſo deeply engraven on my heart, 
that it is impoſſible for me to be mi- 
ſtaken, I went back again, and pray- 
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ed her onee more to go into the Clo- 
ſer; but ſhe ſmiled, and deſired me 
to allow her more time to examine 
what I had left there: 
This anſwer comforted me a little. 
J retired however in order. to ſhake 
off the remains of my trouble. It ap- 
peared fo ſtrange even to me that! 
ſhou'd have need of ſo many precau- 
tions to deelare my ſentiments to a 
girl whom F had taken out of the 
arms of a Turk, and who wou'd at 
firſt perhaps have thought herſelf 
happy in mine, that in the midſt of 
all my fondneſs in which I indulged 
. myſelf wittr pleaſure, I reproached 
my own heart with its cowardice, 
which ſuited fo ill with my years and 
experience, But beſides ſome fecret 
remorſe which I cou'd never get rid 
of when I remember*d the virtaous 
-maxims which 1 had a thouſand times 
endea- 
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endeavour'd to inſtil into Theofa, 


and the apprehenſion of making my- 
ſelf contemptible in her eyes by a 
paſſion which after all wou'd have 
ruin'd the principles which I had 
been ſo careful to teach herz it is 
eaſy to conceive that ſo ſtriking a 
perſon as hers is for that very rea- 
ſon the moſt apt to excite reſpect and 
fear, when inſtead of finding the fa- 
cility which ſo many charms make 
one deſire and ſo many benefits ſeem 

to promiſe, one 1s not only check*d 
by an apprehenſion of diſpleaſing, 
which is a common effect of love, 
but as it were repulſed by modeſty, 
honour, and the air and language of 
every virtue which we did not expect 
to find in ſo inchanting a form. As 
the principles of juſtice and honour 
were natural to me, I twenty times 


reſolved to do a violence to myſelf, 
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and to leave Theofa to purſue her ins 

clinations to virtue; but hurried: a- 
way by a paſſion which my ſilence 
and even my moderation continually 
increaſed, I renew'd my vows to 
Heaven, not to exceed the bounds 
J had preſcribed myſelf, and thought 
T made a great ſacrifice to wiſdom, 
in keeping my reſolution to aſk The- 
ofa nothing but what ſhe ſhou'd vo- 
luntarily grant me. The expectation 
of the anſwer which ſhe had defired 
time to give me,. made me more eaſy 
the reſt of the day, and I did not 


| ſeek for an opportunity of being with 


her alone. She alſo ſeem'd to avoid 
it. And I obſerved that ſhe was in 
more perplexity than I had ever ſeen 
ker before, 

When I roſe the next morning one 
of her Slaves brought me a Letter 


which was ſealed with a great deal of 
| N care. 
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The Fair Greek, 83 
care, Heavens! how eager I was to 
read it! But how dejected and ſpi- 
ritleſs when 1 found that it robb*d 
me even of all foundations of hope! 
This terrible Letter, which Theofa 
was the whole night in writing, wou'd 
have been inſerted here intire, and 
indeed it wou'd have well deſerved 
it, had not ſome reaſons which fol- 
low and which I ſhall never recollect 


without grief and ſhame,. made me 


tear it in pieces with great indigna- 
tion. But ſorrow and conſternation 
were the firſt paſſions it excited. 
Theofa had made a review in it of 
all the circumſtances of her ſtory, 
that is to ſay of her misfortunes, her 
failings and my benefits: - And rea- 
ſoning upon them with more ſtrength. 
and juſtneſs than I have ever obſerys 
ed in the beſt Authors, ſhe conclud- 
ed that it was neither right for her 
who 
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who had ſo many errors and diſor- 
ders to repair, to indulge a paſſion 
which cou'd ſerve only to renew 
them; nor for me who had been 
her Tutor in virtue, to uſe the juſt 
authority which I had over her and 
even her inclination to love me, to 
ruin the noble principles for which 
ſhe was more indebted to my inſtruc- 
tions than her own inquiries, She 
proteſted however, if ſhe ſhou'd e- 
ver be capable of forgetting the du- 
ties which ſhe began to reliſh. and 
underſtand, that I was the only per- 
fon in the World who cou'd make 
her guilty of ſo much weakneſs, But 
though her heart prompted her to 
make this confeſſion, ſhe conjured 
me not to repeat declarations and te- 
ſtimonies of love of the danger. of 
which ſhe was ſo ſenſible. Or if I 


cou'd not eaſily grant her this requeſt, 
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and her. preſence was ſo deſtructive 
of my peace as ſhe fear'd it was, ſhe 
deſired leave to purſue her former 
ſcheme of quietly retiring into ſome 
Chriſtian Country, that ſhe might 
not reproach herſelf with interrupt- 
ing the happineſs of her Maſter and 
Father, to whom the leaſt ſacrifice 
which ſhe ow'd was: that of her own 
peace and ſatisfaction, 
I ſuppreſs ſome other ideas which 
I ſtill retain of this Letter, only be- 
cauſe I ſhou'd deſpair of repreſent- 
ing them with all the ſtrength and 
beauty which they had in her man- 
ner of expreſſion, And as my judg- 
ment is more matured by age at the 
time of my writing theſe Memoirs, 
I ought to confeſs with ſhame that I 
did not at firſt view in the moft fa- 
vourable light ſo many vertuous and 
ſenſible reflections. But conſidering 
them 
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them on the contrary as the ruin of ay 
all my hopes, I was very ſorry that I d 
had furniſhed ſuch offenſive weapons 20 
againſt myſelf. Was it my buſineſs, * 
ſaid I, to propagate maxims which * 
ſuit only with a cloiſter? What had lic 
Ito do to catechiſe and preach up Ot 
virtue and chaſtity to a girl of ſe- no 
venteen? Ha, ha, ha, a very ridi- m 
culous employment truly for one of fn 
my age, rank and principles! And w 
J am deſervedly puniſhed for my pe 
folly. = 
J carried this falſe way of reaſon- hi 
ing ſtill greater lengths, and made a is 
review of my whole conduct, in or- 
der to wipe off in ſome meaſure theſe ir 
ſcandalous aſperfions and reproaches. t] 
But is it my fault, added 1? Were f » 
my inſtructions calculated to inſtil 7 
ſuch rigorous virtue? I did indeed 0 
\ 


repreſent to her the infamy of love 
7 5 hs 
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as it is practiſed in Turky, and con- 
demned the eaſineſs with which the 
women yield to the deſires of the 
men, the groſneſs of their pleaſures, 
and their ignorance of all kind of de- 
licacy and decorum; but did I think 
to give her an averſion from an ho- 
nourable, a diſereet, a reputable a- 
mour, which is of all bleſſings the 
ſweeteſt,. and the greateſt advantage 
which-a woman can make of her 
beauty? She deceives herſelf, and 7 
| miſunderſtood me. But I'll ſoon ſer Yi 
her right: My reputation in this affair 10 
is as nearly concerned as my love. IM 
I continued in this way of think- Ih 
ing. for ſome time, and ſuppoſed ill 
that my chief error had conſiſted in 8 
putting into Theofa%'s hands ſome iff | 
Treatiſes of Morality, the principles 
of which, as is uſual in, moſt Books, 
were over ſtri and rigorous, and 
Nerz 
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were probably underſtood too literal- 
ly by a girl who had never thought of 
them before. As ſoon as ſhe knew 


enough of our language to read a 


French Author, I gave her Nicole's 
Eſſays; becauſe as I ſaw ſhe was na- 
turally inclined to- think. and reflect, 
I was willing to. make her acquaint- 
ed with. a man who is an eternal 
Reaſoner, She read him with great 
eagerneſs. The Logic of Meſſieurs 
de Port-Royal was another Book 
which-I thought proper to form and 
ſtrengthen her judgment, and ſhe 
peruſed it with the ſame application 
and pleaſure, | I fancied- that Works 
of this kind had done more hurt than 
good to her lively imagination, and 


that they had in ſhort corrupted her 


taſte and turned her head. This re- 


flection gave me a little eaſe, as 1 


wii my Library * furniſhed 
with 


n 
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with all ſorts, that I cou'd eaſily put 
Books into her hands from which 1 
might expect quite contrary effects, 
J did not purpoſe however to give 
her licentious Authors. Our . beſt 
Romances, our Poetry, Plays, and 
even ſome Books of Morality, in 
which the Writers have made ſome 
grains of allowance for the force of 
the paſſions and cuſtom, ſeem'd to 
me very proper to reclaim Theofa 
from her too rigid principles. And 
this deſign gave me ſo much ſatis- 
faction that I was able to: compoſe my 
- countenance, and to ſee her with ſome 


tranquillity, I had ſoon an oppor- 


tunity of talking with her in private z 
and ſhowing ſome though very little 
diſpleaſure at her Letter, I expreſſed 
more admiration of her virtue than 


regret at being repulſed, and talked 


of her oppoſition to my deſires only 
as 
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as a motive to engage me to ſubdue 
them. 
I turned our e upon the 


progreſs which ſhe made in her ſtu- 


dies, and commending ſome new 
Books which I had received from 
France, promiſed to ſend them to her 
in the afternoon, She was far from 
being ſo moderate and calm as 1 
affected to be, Her joy broke forth 
into tranſports. She ſeized my hand, 
and preſſing it to her lips, have I 
then, faid ſhe, found my father a- 
gain, my peace, my comfort, and 
all I hoped for when I deliver 
myſelf up to his generous friend- 


mip! Ah! what condition will be 


more happy than mine! I was great 
ty affected with this effuſion of her 


paſſions; and leaving her without. 
adding a word more, retired to my 


* and abandon'd myſelf to my 
for- 


3 
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ſorrows which ſtifled for a long while 0 | 
all my reflections; 

What wonderful ſimplicity + How 
fincere! Heavens + how amiable 
ſhe is! I made a thouſand other 
exclamations before I was able to 
range my thoughts in any order, 
It was however virtue herſelf whick 
ſpoke from her lips. My ſcruples 
were the firſt motions which aroſe | 
in my mind, Shall I then ſacrifice if 
ſo much merit to an irregular paſs | 

| | 


 fion! My Books were before me, 
and I caſt my eyes upon Cleopa- 
tra, the Princeſs of Cleves and 
others which I deſigned to give The- 
ofa, But ſhall I incumber her fancy li 5 
with a thouſand Chimeras, fromm p 


which her underſtanding ean receive 1 
no benefit And ſuppoſing that they {|| 
ſhou'd awaken ſome ſentiments o q 


love in a heart which is naturally diſ- 
poſed 
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poſed to it, ſhall I be ſatisfied and 


think myſelf happy in owing it to 
fictions and artifice? I know her well, 


Art of Thinking; and I ſhalb have 
the mortification to ſee the illuſion 
vaniſh in leſs time than was required 
for its birth; or if it ſhou'd be laſt- 
ing, I ſhall find but little happineſs 
in a paſſion which I ſhall conſtantly 
aſcribe to motives in which an affecti. 
on for me had no part. 

It was by ſuch reflections as cheſe 
that L inſenſibly calm'd the tempeſt in 
my. boſom. Let me try, ſaid I with 
more ſerenity, how far reaſon is ca- 
pable to lead me. There are two 
difficulties in my way, and I muſt 
encounter one of them. I muſt ſub- 
due my paſſion, or triumph over 
Theofa's reſiſtance, Againſt which 


thall I proclaim. war? Is it not more 
| Juſt 
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juſt for me to turn my arms againſt 
myſelf, and by that means endeavour 
to procure my peace which will at 
the ſame time inſure Theofa's ? She 
is, ſhe ſays, inclined to love me; 
but ſhe has ſuppreſs'd her riſing paſ- 


ſion, And what cou'd I pretend to 
from her love? If I conſult her in- 


tereſt and mine, is it not better for 
us both not to paſs the bounds of 
friendſhip? 


This was indeed the wiſeſt thing I 


cou'd de ; but flatter'd myſelf with 


having more power over my heart 


and conduct than I really had. If I 
immediately reſolved to uſe no me- 
thod to incline her to return my paſ- 
ſion but perſevering to adore and 
ſerve her, and if I impoſed upon my- 
ſelf ſeverer laws than ever with re- 


gard to the familiarity in which I 


Was 2 to live with her, I ne- 
vertheleſs 
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vertheleſs felt the fatal ſhaft in my 


heart. Thus was my own breaſt, the 


peace of which is the deareft blef- 


ſing of life, like to become a ſcene: 


of eternal contention. _ I preſently 
found the effects of it, and blindly 
ſubmitted to my fate. And yet how 


far was I from foreſeeing all the an- 
guiſh which I was laying up for 


myſelf. 

During theſe melancholy reflections, 
Syneſius whom I had not ſeen ſince 
he received his wound, and who be- 
gan to grow better, ſent one of my 
ſervants to make his excuſes to me. 
T had neglected him ſince this acci- 
dent, and not being much provoked 


at the attempt of a Lover, had or- 


der*d that care ſhou'd be taken of 
him, and that he ſhouꝰd be ſent back 
to his father's as ſoon as he was well. 


I was fo much pleaſed with his ſub- 


miſſion, 
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miſſion, that having enquired parti- 
cularly concerning his health, I went 
to his chamber when I found he 
cou'd not yet leave it with ſafety. 
He wou'd, if poſſible, have ſunk in- 
to the earth, to have hid himſelf 
from my preſence; but I encouraged 
him by what J ſaid, and only deſired 
him to acquaint me with the whole 
of his views, the greateſt part of 
which I knew already. This was an 
equivocal queſtion, tho? I meant no- 
thing more than his viſit to Theofa. 
He trembled with ſurpriſe, and his 
confuſion raifing ſuſpicions which L 
had never entertain'd before, I in- 
creaſed it by renewing my requeſt, 
He endeavour*d to rife, and when I 
had forced him to keep his ſeat, he 
conjured me to have pity on an un- 
happy youth who never meant to 
offend me. 1 heard him with a great 

93 deal 
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deal of attention. He told me that 
he was always ready to own Theofa 
for his ſiſter, and that he ſhou'd be 
more defirous than either-of his bro. - 
thers to give her this title whenever 
his father ſhou'd think proper to de- 
clare his pleaſure ; but as he did not 
ſee any great certainty in this mat- 
ter, that he had indulged himſelf in 
ſentiments which might be more ad- 
vantageous to Theofa than the diſco- 
very of her birth and ſome ſmall 
ſhare of Condoid!'s eſtate ; that he 
had, in ſhort, offer*d to marry her; 
and though the eldeſt of his brothers 
was intitled to inherit his father's e- 
ſtate, yet he had one which came to 
him by his mother; that he hoped 
therefore that he was not guilty of 
any want of reſpe& to me, in put- 
ting off his return to Conſtantinople 
for a few days, in order to have an 
opportunity 
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opportunity of declaring his ſenti- 
ments to Theofa; that he flatterd 
himſelf on the contrary that I ſhou'd 
condeſcend to approve them; and 
that as for the offers which he had 
made the Knight, he never propo- 
ſed that they ſhou'd be executed 
without my conſent. And inform- 
ing me of their ſcheme of ſettling in 
the Morea, he made a merit of ha- 
ving ſincerely declared what he ap- 

prehended I had heard from others. 
When I cooly examined his words 
and intentions, I thought him leſs 
guilty, than weak and imprudent in 
not perceiving that he onght to have 
fully cleared up his doubts con- 
cerning Theofa's birth, before he. 
pretended to make her any propoſi- 
tions of marriage, I cou'd not be- 
ſides pretend that it was any crime in 
him to attempt to rob me of a heart 
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to which he knew not my pretenfi- 
ons. Far therefore from alarming be 
him with reproaches, I only ſhow'd 
him the weakneſs and folly of his 
ſcheme: And what to be ſure hedid d. 
not dare to hope for, I promiſed to aſl 
make a new attempt with regard to 
his father in order to procure further 
ſatisfa&tionconcerning Theofa's birth, thi 
and exhorted him to get well as faſt 3 
as he cou'd, that he might be in a 
condition to go and bring Lord Con- 
doidi to my houſe; affuring him at 
the ſame time that he himſelf ſhou'd 
be a witneſs of all that paſſed berween 
us, This promiſe, and the kind man- 
ner in which I made it, . contributed | doi 
more to his. cure than all the care and 
{kill of the Surgeons. 
I faid nothing which I did not de- 
ſign to perform; but then it was not Ih 


Synefius whom I meant to ve, all 
my 
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my views being directed to the ad- 
vantage of Theofa. 1 cou'd have no 
better way of trying Condoidi than 
to let him think that his ſon was go- 
ing to marry her. I had formed this 
deſign before, but did not dare to 
aſk my heart what it promiſed itſelf 
from it. After ſome days, which the 
impatience of Syneſius made him 
think very long, he came to tell me 
that he thought himſelf ſufficiently 
recoverꝰd to return to the City. Bring 
your father hither then, ſaid I; but 
take care not to let him ſuſpect what 
are the reaſons which make me wiſh 
to ſee him, They came in the even- 
ing to Oru, I received Lord Con- 
doidi with great civility, and enter- 
ing immediately upon the motives of 
my ſending his ſon to him: To what 
have you expoſed us, ſaid I; and if 
I had not accidentally diſcover'd the 
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intentions of Syneſius, of what wou'd | tl 
you have made us guilty? He is de- le 
termined to marry Theofa ; but you ar 
will conſider whether you ought to . th 


ſuffer him to do. it. The Old Gen- nc 
tleman was at firſt greatly confound- 


ed; but he ſoon recover*d himſelf, at 
and thanked me for checking the m 
raſh inclinations of his ſon. I deſign ſe; 
to marry him to a lady, added he, af 
who is more ſuitable to his fortune m 
than one whoſe only advantage is the ſm 
honour of being protected by you. fo 
I told him that it might not perhaps m; 
be always in his power to oppoſe the de 
violence of a youthful paſſion.. He an 
replied very coldly, that he had in- eſc 
fallible methods of doing it; and ori 
turning our converſation upon other g0 
ſubjects, the wily Greek eluded for F thi 
upwards of an hour all my endea- c01 
yours to bring him back again to I 
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the affairs of Theofa. He took his 
leave of me with great politenels z 
and ordering his ſon to follow him, 
they ſet out together for Conſtanti- 
nople, 

Some time after, being ſurpriſed 
at having heard nothing of Syneſius, 
my curioſity made me ſend one of my 
ſervants to Conſtantinople to inquire 


after his health. His father thank'd 


me for ſending, but added with a 
ſneer, that I need not be in any pain 
for the future with regard to his ſon's 


marriage, ſince he had ſent him un- 


der a ſtrong guard into the Morea, 
and was ſure that he would not eaſily 
eſcape from the place where he had 
order*d him to be confined, I had 
good nature enough to be ſorry for 


this ſeverity, Theofa was very much 


concerned at it, and the Knight (for 
. concealed 1 it from no body) being 
1 5 more 
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more affected than one cou'd well 
have imagined with the misfortune 


of his friend, formed a reſolution 


which he carefully concealed from us. 


Under pretence of · going to Raguſa 


for his Bills of Exchange, he under- 


took to deliver Syneſius from his 
confinement; and the dangers to 

which his friendſhip expoſed him, 
will ſoon give a very noble idea of 
his character. 

I told Theofa of the new efforts 
which I had made to move her fa- 
ther to own her, She was concetn- 
ed, tho* not beyond meaſure, at my 
ill ſucceſs; and I was charmed to 


hear her ſay that IJ was fo good to 


her, that ſhe ſhowd never be ſenſi- 


ble of the want of a father. What 


anſwer ſhou'd I not have made to 
this tender mark of gratitude, had T 


given my heart the liberty of Tpeak- 


ing! 
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ing! But, faithful to my reſolutions, 

I confined myſelf to the language of 
a father, and aſſured her that I ſhou'd 
always look upon her as a daughter, 
An incident which at that time a- 
larmed Conſtantinople and all. the 
neighbouring Countries, plainly pro- 
ved how dear I was to the amiable 
Theofa. The plague broke out, and 
no remedy. cou'd be found for it for 
fome time. I was attack'd with it; 
and my firſt care was to order my 
ſervants to carry me into a Tent in 
the Garden, where I order'd no bo- 
dy to come near me but my Phyſi- 
cian and my Valet de Chambre. 
This precaution, which charity 
obliged me to obſerve, was alſo a 
piece of prudence; for I ſhou*d ne- 
ver have cleared my houſe of this 
dreadful diſtemper, had it once been 
communicated to my Domeſtics. But 
„ a 


Boat. had ; 
9 N. „ 


\ vu 
1 4 n 
. r 8 * 1 
n 


104 The Fair Greek. 


a command which ſeem'd particulars 
ly to regard Theofa, was as little 
heeded by her as her fears. She 


ſervants, and attended me with the 


was taken ill herſelf ;z and my intrea- 
ties, prayers and complaints to make 
her retire were all to no purpoſe. A 
bed was prepared for her in my anti- 
chamber, where all the violence of 
her own diſorder did not hinder her 
from being continually anxious about 
mine. 

What ſentiments did my heart not 
feel for her after my recovery ! The 
Selictar, who had been informed of 
my illneſs, made me a friendly viſit 
as ſoon as he thought he might do it 


at reſt. The time he had been ab- 


In 


Ly 


came into the Tent in ſpite of my 


greateſt ſollicitude and diligence. She 


with ſafety, His heart was not yet 


{ent from Or, had been employed 
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in combating a paſſion from which 


he began to find that he ſhou'd ne- 
ver reap any benefit. But he could 


not hear of her tenderneſs for me 


without diſcovering ſome confuſion, 
and a jealouſy: which he had never 
felt before. He was very uneaſy du- 
ring the reſt of our converſation ; 
and when it was time for him to take 
his leave, he did not conſider that 
my weakneſs required me to keep my 
chamber, but deſired me to go along 
with. him into the Garden... I coh- 
ſented :- And after he had taken a 
few ſteps, my eyes, faid he in an 
angry tone, are open'd at laſt, and 
I bluſh at their having been ſhut ſo 
long. It is eaſy for a Frenchman, 
added he with. a ſneer, to make a 
fool of a Turk. 

As I expected nerhing leſs ul ſo 
rude a reproach, nor thought of any 
: 1 thing 
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thing when I praiſed Theofa bile t to 
commend the natural goodneſs of 
her diſpoſition, I own that I was a 
little confounded and pauſed a While 
for an anſwer. However, whether 
my natural moderation hinder'd me 
from being blinded by my reſent- 
ment, or whether the weakneſs of my 
body increaſed the ſtrength of my 
mind, the reply which J made the 
haughty Selictar was rather ſolid and 
modeſt than offenſive. The French, 
faid I, (for I always prefer the intereſt 
of my Country to my own) are ſtran- 
gers to artifice, and uſe honourable 
methods only to ſucceed in their de- 
ſigns. As for me, I never thought 
of ſhutting your eyes, and am not at 
all ſorry at their being open d. 1 
muſt tell you however that they de- 
ceive you, if they make you think 


ill of my friendſhip or ſincerity.” This 
TOO! 
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ſpeech abated in ſome meaſure the 
heat of the Selictar. What! ſaid he, 
did you not aſſure me that generoſity 
only engaged you to ſerve 'Theofa, 
and that you felt no fentiments for 
her but thoſe of friendſhip? 1 did by 
no means deceive you, replied I: 
They were the firſt ſprings of my ac- 
tions, and I ſhou'd have been leſs ſa- 
tisfied with my heart had it then ac-- 
ted from any other motives.. But- 
ſince you preſs me to diſcover my- 
ſelf, I own that I am now in love 
with Theofa, and that I have been no: 
more able than you to withſtand the 
force of her charms. I will however 
add two circumſtances to this con- 
feſſion which ought to make you ea- - 
ſy : 1 had no paſſion for her when L 
took her out of Cheriber's Seraglio, 
and it has ſince been as fruitleſs as 
yours. This, continued I'with leſs 
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pride than politeneſs, is I think ſuffi- 


cient to ſatisfy a man whom I love 
and eſteem, 


He indulged, all the time I was 


ſpeaking, the moſt gloomy reflecti- 
ons; and recollecting every thing 
which he had obſerved in our corref- 
pondence ſince I received Theofa 
from him, did not fail to vent the 
venom of his heart upon every cir- 
cumſtance which look'd ſuſpicious. 
But having nothing to reproach me 


with but the innocent teſtimony of 
W the gratitude of this amiable girl, he 
| - © concluded at laſt that I ſhou'd not fo 


imprudently have boaſted of it, had' 
been indebted for it to love. This 


thought, the” it did not reſtore his _ 


peace and ſerenity, ſilenced his black 
' ſuſpicions, and diſpoſed him to take 
his leave without any marks of hatred 
or anger. You can't forget, added 
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he as he was going away, that I of- 
fer'd to ſacrifice my paſſion to you, 
when I thought that my friendſhip 
obliged me to do it; and we ſhall ſee 
whether 1 haye rightly underſtood 
the principles on which you act, and 
what is the boaſted difference between 
your morals and ours. He quitted me 

without giving me time to reply. 
This adventure made me again 
conſider what reproaches I merited 
with- regard to friendſhip. or love. 
The only caſe in which I thought I 
cou'd deſerve thoſe of the Selictar 
wou'd have been that of a ſucceſsfal 
amour, which might have made him 
apprehend that my concurrence had 
hinder'd his ſucceſs. . But never ſince 
the birth of my paſſion for Theofa 
had I even ſo much as once thought 
of ſupplanting a Rival. She herſelf 
had aſſured me, that ſhe had no in- | 
clination 
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clination for him; and the crime 


with which he charged-me, was ithe 


very thing of which I was entirely 
innocent. Beſides, I had myſelf ſo 


much reaſon to complain of my fate, 
that being therefore perhaps leſs. af- 
fected by that of another, I reſolved 
to laugh at his uneaſineſs to ſooth 


my own. In this diſpoſition I.return- 


ed to Theofa, and aſked her with a 
ſmile what ſhe thought of the Selictar, 


who accuſed her of loving me, and 
imputed to me as a crime a happineſs 
which.I was ſo far from enjoying. 
Maria Rezati, whoſe friendſhip for 
her daily increaſed, had got ſufficient 
light concerning our hiſtory, to per- 
ceive of what kind my ſentiments 
As ſhe was never out 
of her company ſhe had addreſs e- 
nough to engage her to make diſco- 
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deal of influence. She told Theofa 
thatiſhe was not ſufficiently ſenſible 
of the bleſſings which ſhe ſlighted, 
and that one of her merit would have 
it in her power to draw very great 
advantages from ſo lively a paſſion 
as mine. At laſt, endeavouring to 
raiſe her hopes, ſhe bid her remem- 
ber that I was not married; that no- 
thing. was ſo common in Chriſtian 
Countries, as to ſee a woman ad- 
vanced to the higheſt ſtations by that 
means; that my prejudice in her fa- 
vour might make me lock upon her 
paſt adventures only as the faults and 
injuries of fortune, and confine my 
reflections to the conduct which ſhe 
had ſince obſerved ;; and at ſuch a 
diſtance from all my Relations, that 
T ſhou'd aſł advice of my own heart 
only. She repeated the ſame things 
a thouſand times, and being a little 
vexd 
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vex'd at their being heard with in- 
difference, ſhe proteſted that ſhe 


wou'd without Theofa's leave and 
merely out of her zeal to ſerve her 


apply to me, in order inſenſibly to 
incline me to make her friend hap- 
py. Theofa in vain oppoſed this 
motion with the ſtrongeſt reaſons and 
intreaties z her oppoſition. was lookꝰd 
upon as weakneſs or fear. 

Nothing was equal to her perplexi- 
ty and confuſion. Her thoughts were 


far from aſpiring to riches and ho- 


nour, and ſhe dreaded the opinion 
which I might form of her vanity and 
preſumption. After ſhe had in vain 
Tenew*d her endeavours to change her 
_ friends reſolution, ſhe determined to 

forewarn me of a negotiation,. from 


which the leaſt which ſhe thought ſhe 


had to fear was the loſs of my friend- 


 thip and affection. 


After many at- 
tempts 
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tempts and long ſtruggles with her 
baſhfulneſs and fears, ſhe was whol- 
ly vanquiſhed by them, and her on- 
ly expedient was to employ a Caloger 
who was the Head of a Greek Church 
about two miles from Oru, with whom 
fhe had contracted ſome acquaintance, 
Having very readily undertook to ex- 
ecute her commiſion, he informed me 
of it in a very humorous manner; and 
pretending that it greatly increaſed 
the admiration which he already had 
of ſo extraordinary a Lady, he aſked 
me if I thought there was much dif- 
ference between this virtuous fear, 
and that which inclines à modeſt Ca- 
loger to ſhun Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, 
I ſmiled at his compariſon. And as 
I had more experience than he of the 


art and vanity of women, fhou'd have 


ſuſpected any body but Theofa, and 
have look'd upon this appearance of 
modeſty 
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modeſty as a well contrived plot to 
found my intentions, But this wou'd 
have been the greateſt injuſtice to my 
- amiable Ward. She had no occaſion, 
faid I to the Caloger, to give herſelf 
ſo much trouble to prevent my hav- 
ing an ill opinion of her; and pray 
tell her that I wou d ſoon convince 
her, were I at liberty to follow my 
own inclination, of the great eſteem 
und value which I have for her. This 
was the only anſwer which ſuited with 
my ſtation, but it was far from ex- 
preſſing the real n of my 
heart. 

Having Sfontinued. my evening 
walks with Theofa m my Garden, 
and the viſits which I uſed to make 
her in her own apartment, I was for- 
ced'as'it were to purſue her in order 
to obtain an opportunity of ſaying the 


came thing to her. She was om” 


 Y 
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fo formidable to me that I no longer 
approached her without trembling 3 
and yet the moſt tolerable moments 
of my life were thoſe which I paſsꝰd 
in her company. Her idea accom- 
panied me wherever I went, and 1 
was often aſhamed of not being able 
to ſhake off the thoughts of her even 
in the midft of my moſt ſerious affairs. 
The acquaintance of the Caloger, 
which ſhe had procured me, engaged 
me in ſeveral walks, which ſuited ill 
enough perhaps with the dignity of 
my character; but to be with Theofa 
was ſufficient ito make me inſenſible 
of every thing but the pleaſure of her 
company. I have not however for- 
got ſome circumſtances of the firſt 
viſit which we made the -Caloger. 
He was properly ſpeaking only a 
Prieſt, venerable: tor his age and the 
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116 The Fair Greek. 
him. His revenue was increaſed by 
his ceconomy; and the preſents which 
he continually receiv*d from the Faith- 
ful of his own Communion, enabled 
him to lead a very eaſy and agreeable 


life. The ignorance in which he had 
lived *till he was ſeventy years old, 
had not prevented his having a Lis 
brary; which he eſteemed the princi- 


pal ornament of his houſe, - As the 


Greeks' have an high opinion of the 


knowledge of the French, he carried 


But when I expected to 
ſee him diſplay his Literary Treaſures, 


me into it. 


I was furpriſed to hear his firſt obſer- 
vation fall upon an old chair which 
he ſhow'd me in a corner. How ma- 


ny years do you think, ſaid he, it has 
ſtood there? Five and thirty. For 
ſo long I have enjoy d my Office, and 
have had the pleaſure to obſerye that 


ne ever made uſe of it in all that 


time, | 
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time. One wou'd think he revered 
even the duſt with which it was co- 
vered. But caſting my eyes at the 
fame time on the Books which were 
near it, I perceived that they were in 


the ſame condition. This obſervati- 


on put a Whimſical thought into my 
head, which was to meaſure the depth 
of the duſt which was upon the Books 
and the chair; and finding it nearly 
equal, I offered to lay the Caloger a 
wager that the chair had not been 
more uſeleſs than the Books for the 
time he mention*d, He did not well 
underſtand what I meant, tho? he had 
obſerved the operation with the pro- 
foundeſt attention, He was ſurpriſed 
however at my great knowledge, and 
thought I had a wonderful talent at 

finding out the truth,  _ 
He had been married three times, 
_—_ the Canons of the Greek Church 
forbid 
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forbid Eccleſiaſtics to marry more 
than once. The reaſon of his obtain · 


ing this diſpenſation, was his not ha- 


ving Children by his two firſt Wives; 
for he pretended as the propagation - 


of Society was one of the ends of 
Marriage, that he ought'as ſoon as 
one Wife died to be allow'd to take 
another, that he might perfectly ful- 
fil ſo laudable a deſign. The Greek 
Council ſubmitted to ſo ſtrange a way 


of reaſoning; and the Caloger, who 
had communicated no more fertility 
to his third wife than to his former 


two, was ſorry that he had not ſooner 
found out his unfitneſs for matrimony, 
or better performed the duties of it. 
Such is the ignorance of the Heads 
of a very numerous Church, tho' it 
is much; leſs ſo. than they ſuppoſe it 
to be. There is ſo great a difference 
in their apinions, that they have no- 

OO 
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thing which is common to them all 
but the name of Chriſtians, and their 
obſtinacy.in mutually ä their 
U 
Maria Rezati did not forget cha 
promiſe which ſhe had made Theofa 
and as I was apprized of it, I had a 
good deal of pleaſure in obſerving 


the ſeveral ſteps of an artful woman 


towards the mark ſhe aims at. But 
being weary of an artifice which 1 
faw thro, and taking the opportuni- 
ty of this accident to let Theofa know 
what I never had courage enough to 
tell her myſelf, I intreated her to be 


as fully convinced as her friend that - 


my paſſion would be always the ſame, 
My reaſon told me that I ought to 


| ſtop there, but I did not know all” 


that I had to apprehend from wy 
weakneſs, | 
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It was about ſix weeks ſince the 
departure of the Sicilian Knight, 


| when Maria Rezati received a Letter 
from him in which he informed her 


that his friendſhip for Syneſius had 
made him triumph over a thouſand 
difficulties, and that the young Greek, 


who thought that he had nothing 


more to apprehend from his father, 
was very willing to grant them a 
retreat on one part of the Eſtate 
which had been left him by his mo- 


ther. He added that they depend- 


ed on .her to perſuade Theofa to 
come and ſettle with them, and that 


Syneſius was reſolved, if ſhe had 


not already conſented to accept of 
their offers, to return to Conſtantino- 


ple to engage her to do it. Fhey 


did not ſeem to trouble themſelves in 
the leaſt about my conſent, and I had 
the ſatisfaction to think that they 
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judged very favourably of my fami- 
liarity with Theofa, ſince they be- 
lieved me capable of parting with 
her with ſo much indifference. But 
they took care not to diſcover all 
their deſigns in their Letter; for they 
were determined, if they met with 
any difficulties from Theofa or me, 
to uſe all methods of art and violence 
to get her out of my hands. 

They were without doubt prompt- 
ed by the ſucceſs of their late enter- 
prize to undertake new ones. They 
were ſuffer'd to live peaceably at A- 
cade only by the indulgence of the 
Governor, who wink'd at a raſh ac- 
tion for which he might law fully have 
puniſhed them. Syneſius being con- 
fined by the order of his father in an 
old Caſtle, knew not how long his 
impriſonment was to laſt, and ſaw 
no probability of ſueceeding in any 
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attempts Which he might make; to 


recover his liberty. His Guards who 
were only a few Domeſtics, might 


eaſily have been bribed, had the 


Knight been in circumſtances to do it: 
but having only a ſmall ſum which L 


lent him to defray the expences of his 
journey, he had no way to ſet his 


friend at liberty but force or ſtrata- 
gem. His ſpeaking the Greek and 
Turkiſh languages but very .poarly 
was another objection which I never 


knew how he ſurmounted. He wou'd 
perhaps have been leſs ventureſome, 


had he been ſenſible of the difficulties 
of his enterprize ; for they, who ſuc- 


ceed in raſh attempts generally owe 


their victory to their.: ignorance of 
their danger. 


aw - 


He arrived all alone 
at Acade, and took a lodging near 
Condoidi's Caſtle, His care for ſome | 
days was to examine its ſtrength, and 
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to ſatisfy himſelf in what part of it 
Syneſius was confined. He was ſo far 
from being able to force the gates, 
that it was not eaſy for him to get 
near them, He determined at laſt to 
make a little hole thro* the wall, di- 
rectly oppoſite to Syneſiuꝭs chamber, 
and he effected it in the night witk 
great labour and diligence. Having 
made himſelf known to Syneſius, he 
told him with what deſign he came 
thither. They agreed to meet at 
this peep hole every night, and that 
Syneſius informing his Guards of all 
the News which he heard from his 
friend,  ſhowd perſuade them that 
he had a Familiar Spirit which gave 
him an account of every thing which 
was tranſacted in the Empire. In 
ſhort, this idle tale was preſently. 
credited not only in Acade, but in 
all the neighbouring cities, and the 
| FX; two 
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two young Sparks laugh'd for me 


time at the credulity of the Public. 


They rightly ſuppoſed that ſo ex- 


traordinary an affair would excite a 
good deal of curiofity with regard to 


the adventures of Syneſius, and pre- 


judice the Turks, as they are very 


ſuperſtitious, in his favour; and 
that he ſhou'd by this means obtain 


his liberty. But the Governor of | 


Acade tho* he'ſeenv'd ſurpriſed at the 
ſtory, did not care to ſet a ſon at li- 
berty contrary to the will of his fa- 
ther, The Knight therefore reap- 


ing no benefit from artifice, had re- 


courſe to violence, He got acquaint- 
ed with ſome of the Domeſtics of 


the Caftle, and privately conveying a 
ſword to Syneſius in a viſit which he 
made him in his priſon, aſſiſted him 
with ſo much vigour and reſolution, '. 


that the ate tho? they were all 
drawn 
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drawn together by this uproar, were 
not able to prevent their flight. They 
were ſo imprudent as to publiſh this 
affair themſelves, without conſider- 
ing that they were liable to be pu- 
niſhed,, as well for the pretended vi- 
ſions of Syneſius as for their having 
made uſe of force; two things which 
are ſeldom pardon'd among the 
Turks, But the Governor being in- 
formed of the ↄauſe of the impriſon- 
ment of the young Greek, thought 
the rigor of his father exceſſive, and 
was eaſily prevail'd on to wink at a 
fault which was che effect of friend- 
ſhip. 

It was juſt after this vidory that 
the Knight had written to Maria Re- 
zati. And he added to what I have re- 
lated before, that Syneſius and he were 
then ſetting out together for Raguſa, 
that they expected Theofa's anſwer 
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take their meaſures accordingly, All 
the terms of this Letter were ſo 


guarded that Maria made no diffi- _ 


culty of communicating it to us. 
This frankneſs convinced me that 1 
cou'd not reproach her with meaning 
any harm. She had before unbo- 
ſom'd herſelf to Theofa, or rather 
had ſounded her inclinations at the 


birth of their deſign; and finding 


that the liked none but Chriſtian 


Countries, had given up all hopes as 


ſoon as ſhe heard of the confinement 
of Synefius. But this Letter a little 
revived them; and as ſhe had been 
2 conſtant witneſs of my behaviour to 
Theofa, and ſuppoſed that I ſhowd 
leave her to follow her own inclina- 
tion, ſhe was far from thinking that 
ſhe ſhou'd diſpleaſe or aMi& me by 
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Paſſion getting the better of the 
natural calmneſs of my temper, I 
heard this affair with more reſent- 
ment than I ought to have ſhow'd to 
a woman, I treated their deſign as 
a ſcheme of ſcandalous pleaſures, 
which ſuited well enough with the 


falſe ſtep which Maria Rezati had 


taken in forſaking her father, but 
which it was even an affront to pro- 
poſe to ſo prudent a perſon. as The- 
ofa. And as their plan was formed 
in my houſe, I went ſo far as to call 
it treaſon and ingratitude. Tho the 
views of Syneſius, ſaid I, ſeem'd to 
me as extravagant as that for which 
his father juſtly puniſhed him, yet as 
his being with me was the occaſion of 
his misfortune, T was unwilling to in- 
creaſe it by reproaches; but 1 can't 
ſo eaſily excuſe a woman from whom 


Sight juſtly expect other returns. 
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But if my complaints were too harſh 
and ſevere, the effects of them were 
not leſs ſo. They inſpired Maria Re- 
Axati with a hatred againſt me which 
was a very ill return for the ſervices 
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1 Thad done her. I know that reproa- 
| Ching perſons with benefits is deem'd 
aan offence: But an exceſs of delicacy 


1 did not belong to a woman who had 
run away from her own Country with 
''; her Gallant, who had been in a Se- 
raglio, and whom, to do myſelf ju- 


| ſtice, I had entertaind too long in my 
'' houſe, Theofa talked in the proper- 
eeſt manner to calm my diſpleaſure, 
)- here is fo little probability in their 
ſcheme, ſaid ſhe, that I am ſurpriſed 


that they cou'd ever ſeriouſly propoſe 
it. The levity of two young men 
does not promiſe much conſtancy in 
'' their undertaking; and then Lord 
1 Condoidi will without doubt quickly 


— 
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ſpoil. their project. And I wonder 
what cou'd make them think of offer- 
ing me the favour of being one of 
their party, ſince they know I am 
as averſe from the title which Sy- 
neſius offers me, as indifferent to that 
which his father obſtinately perſiſts 
in denying me. This ſpeech made 
me a little eaſy; but fearing leſt the 

counſels of Maria Rezati ſhou'd make 

a deeper impreſſion. in my abſence, 1 
reſolved to find an opportunity of 
| lending her to her Lover, Hearing 
| that à Veſſel wou'd fail in a few days 
for Lepanto, I deſired the Captain to 
take charge of a Lady whoſe affairs 
call*d her to the Morea, and ſent one 
of my own ſervants to wait on her 
thither, We parted with an air of - 
ſo much conſtraint and reſerve, that 
I ſaw I cou'd have no dependance on 
the friendſhip of Maria Rezati for the 
| 4 future. 
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ſtances of her imprudence, was grown 
cool in her affection for her, and ve- 
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future. Theofa having ſeen many inc. 


ry little regretted her departure. Nei- 
ther of us however expected any 
marks of her reſentment. | 

I was more eaſy after ſhe was gone 
than J had been for a long while be- 
fore; and tho” J reſolved not to al- 
ter my conduct with regard to The- 


ofa as long as I lived, yet the ſole 
pleaſure of enjoying more freedom 


with her ſupplied the place of all thoſe. 
which Ino longer dared to hope from 
love. The Selictar ſeem'd to have 
renounced his pretenſions, which had 


| at laſt coſt me his friendſhip : For he 


had not been at Oru ſince my illneſs, . 
and when 1 was obliged to ſee him 
in my frequent journies to Conſtanti- 


nople, I found no remains of the 


—_— warmth with which he uſed. 
e 
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to viſit and load me with all kind of 
civilities: I did not, however} change 
my conduct with regard to him. But 
after he had treated me for ſome weeks 
with this coldneſs, he was piqued at 


my ſeeming. inſenſible of it, and 


IL was told that he complain'd bitter- 
ly of my behaviour. I thought my- 
ſelf therefore obliged to demand an 
explanation of the grounds of his 
complaints. Our converſation was 
warm enough at firſt to make me ap- 
prehend ſome ill conſequences from! 
it. I was offended' at the liberty he 
had taken with my character, and 
knew how incompatible lukewarm- 
neſs and ſilence were with friendſhip. 

He diſowned the reports Thad heard, 
and promiſed to make the author of 


them publickly retract what he had 


ſaid, But being leſs tractable with 
8 0 to e he ſeverely re- 
Proached 
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proached me now as he had done be- 
fore at Oru, with having ſacrificed 


his paſſion to my own. As IL was 
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I ſatisfied with regard to the complaints 
1 which I thought I had againſt him, 
and was deſirous of recovering his 
it friendſhip, I endeavour'd to revive 


3 the good opinion. which he uſed to 
| i have of my ſincerity. ' I made a new 
it avowal of my ſentiments for Theofa, 
and proteſted in terms which make 
'! the: deepeſt impreſſion on a Turk, 
that I not only was not but did not 
endeavour to be happier than he. 
His anſwer if he had ſtudied it before- 
hand, cou'd not have been more to 
his purpoſe. You deſire her happi- 
neſs at leaſt, ſaid he, looking very. 
earneſtly upon me. I do, replied I 
without heſitation. Well, anſwer'd. 
he, if ſhe is the ſame as you receiyed_ 
her from me when ſhe came out of 
1 Che- 
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Cheriber's Seraglio, I am reſolved to 
marry her. I know her father, and 
by ſome promiſes. which I made of 
advancing his fortune which I will 
punctually perform, have prevail'd 
on him to own her on this conditi- 
+ But the moment I found my- 

t determined to execute a deſign, 
which I have long ſtruggled againſt, 
I was attack'd by a thouſand tormen- 
ting fcruples which I cou'd not ſatisfy, 
You have taught me too much delica-: 
cy. Your converſation and maxims, 
have transformed me into a perfect 
Frenchman. I cou'd not prevail on 
myſelf to conſtrain a woman whoſe. 
heart I thought was another's. What 
have I not endured ! But if you are 
ſincere in what you have told me, 
I reſume my reſolutions. You know 
our cuſtoms. I'll make Theofa my 
* with all the priyiledges and di- 
ſtinctions 


| 1 
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ſtinctions to which the name in titles 


"Nothing ever ftartled and terrified 
me ſo much as this declaration. My | 
honour which I:had juſt engaged, my 

unhappy paſſion which I cou'd not 
get rid off, and a*thouſand cutting 
thoughts which ſtung my heart and 
mind, made me in a moment feel 
more bitterneſs and anguiſſi than I 
had ever in my whole life been ſenſi- 


ble of before. Ah! you diſcover, 
cried he, what F wou'd not willingly 


believe, This was faying that he 
queſtion'd my integrity. No, repli-- 
ed I, you ought not to affront me by 

your ſuſpicions. But as I know you; 

laws and cuſtoms, fhou'd I not re- 
mind or inform you that Theofa is 
a Chriſtian? How was it poſſible- 
for her father to forget it? I eon- 


* tho! _ has been educated in- 
their 
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their cuſtoms, that I never; was curi 

ous enough to aſk ſince her being with 
me what her thoughts were with re- 
card to Religion; but ſhe correſ ponds 
with a Caloger who viſits her very 
often, and tho? I never ſaw her prac 
tice religious ceremonies of any kind, 
yet I believe that a regard for the 
principles of her parents and thoſe of 
her Country have biagU her in favour 
of Chriſtianity, The Selictar being 
ſtruck with this reflection, anſwer*d 

that Condoidi himſelf believed her to- 
be a Muſſulman. And he added ſe- 
veral other reaſons for ſuppoſing that 
ſhe wou'd, like moſt other women in 
Turky, be eaſily prevail'd on, whats 
ever might be her own Religion, to 
profeſs that of her Huſband: I had 
recover'd myſelf a little; and per- 
ceiving that objections ought not to 
be. ſtarted by. me, Ltold him that it 
was 
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was to no purpoſe to raiſe difficulties: 
concerning an affair which he might; 
clear up in the firſt viſit which he 
ſhou'd make to Theofa. I had two, 
views in this anſwer ; one was to a- 
void his charging me with this com- 
miſſion, and the other to terminate 
as ſoon as poſſible a new uneaſineſs, 
which doubts and delays wou'd make. 
more inſupportable. hr ee , ' 

. Tho? Ihitherto flatter'd myſelf that 
Theofa was in love with me; yet 
ſuppoſing her to be blinded by the 
honour of becoming one of the firſt 
women of the Othman Empire, I was 
I thought. contented to ſacrifice, my 
peace and ſatisfaction to hers. I 
might indeed have look*d upon the 
Selictar's happineſs with an envious 
eye, but ſhou'd not have interrupted. 
it, whatever uneaſineſs it might have 
coſt me; nay, I ſhou'd probably have 
contri- 


1 
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contributed to the advancement of the 
only woman in the world whom I lov. 
ed. However, after I had taken leave 
of the Selictar, who promiſed to viſit 
me in the evening at Oru, the moſt 
urgent buſineſs I had was I thought 
to return thither, I made uſe, of 
no artifice to diſcover. by degrees 
how Theofa wou'd take this mat- _ 
ter. My heart wanted to be ſatiſ- 
fied immediately. You will preſents 
ly know, ſaid I, the regard which I 
have for you. The Selictar intends 
to make you an offer of marriage, 
and I was ſo, far from oppoſing that 
I was pleaſed with a deſign that may 
'1l contribute to your happineſs. ' She 
| received this propoſal with ſo much 

| coldneſs, that I immediately gueſs'd 

at her anſwer... Lou are ſo far, ſaid 

ſhe, from making me happy, that 

_ make me wretched: by an offer 

| which 
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which I can't refuſe without greatly 
offending the Selictar. Cou'd I, ſaid 
ſhe, of all perſons in the world have 
expected ſuch an odious propoſiti on 
from you? You have not ſutely ſo 
much friendſhip for me as I ima» 
gined, or I have ſucceeded ill in my 
attempts to convince 155 of "yi in- 
6 elinations. wo 
Being greatly charmed with ſo | 
liging a reproach and too ſenſible of 
its ſeeming to favour my paſſion, T 
inſiſted on che Selictar's deſigh mere- 
ly for the pleaſure of making her re- 
peat what I had heard with fo much 
joy and admiration. But do you re- 
dne of the firſt Lords of the Empire, 
_ that his riches are immenſe, that the 
offer which you hear with indiffe- 
rence would be joyfully accepted by 
any v woman in the world, and that it 
is 


E 
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14 is to ſuch as he that the fiberk 2nd 


d daughters of the Grand Seignior are 
e daily given In ſhort, do you conſi- 


der that he has long adored you, that 
he eſteems as welt as loves you, and 
that he deſigns to treat you otherwiſe 
than the Turks generally do their 
wives? 1 think of none of theſe 
things, faid-The, becauſe I want and 
defire nothing but to live: peaceably: 
under ydur protection. After the 
promiſes which I had made of not 
mentioning. my 'paſſion, I did not 
dare to give a looſe to the ſecret rap- 
tures of my heart; but they were 
greater than any I ma hitherto wu 
| _ anne i: 
= The Selictar did not Russe 
-1 in the evening to Oru. He aſked me 
with great eagerneſs if I had broke 
the matter to Theofa. I cou'd not 
"_ WE him chat I had given her 
ſome 


ik hints fi it, which had not been 
received ſo favourably as he ſeem'd 
to wiſn. But you perhaps, added I, 
may be a more ſucceſsful advocate; 
and I wou*d not adviſe you to delay 
your ſuit. There was a malicious joy in 
this counſel; I long'd to ſee an end 
olf his importunities by a refuſal which 
would deprive him of all hopes, and to 
enjoy my triumph and ſee my Rival 
| humbled before my face. This was 
the only ſatisfaction which I had hi- 
therto.received from my paſſion, and 
I never indulged it with greater, 
pleaſure than now. I conducted the 
Selictar to Theofa's apartment, and 
he told her the occaſion of his viſit. 
Having had time to prepare her an- 
fuer, the, took. care to ſay; nothing 
that was hat ſh or mortifying but, 
her refuſal was ſo peremptory, and 
the reaſons which ſhe urged for it ſo 
Beto | ſtr ong 
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ſtrong and convincing, that we both 
I dare ſay immediately paſſed the 
ſame judgment upon them. And he 
did not indeed deſire to hear them 
repeated. He roſe without making 
any reply, and going out along with 
me with an air of greater rage than 
grief; who cou'd have thought it, 
faid he] Was it poſſible to expeck 
this! He refuſed to ſtay all night, 
and added as he embraced me at tak- 
ing his leave, let our friendſnip con- 
tinue. I deſigned to have committed 
an extravagant action, but you muſt 
own that her folly ſurpaſſes mine. 
His rage continued even in his chari- 
ot; and I faw him lift up his hands 
and clap them together with a vehe- 
mence which was I thought as much 
owing to ſhame as to grief and a- 
mazement. Notwithſtanding what I 
have ſaid, I was forced to pity him,/ 
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of her temper inſpired her with many 
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or at leaſt to wiſh that ſo ſtinging a 
__—_ 1 e means of his 


cure. 


But I Mod not Nie have ſpared © 


him ſo-much'compaſfion,. had I fore- 


ſeen the evils whick hung over my 
own head, and that even his diſgrace 


Vould chagrin and mortify me. As 


ſoon as he was gone J returned to 
Theofa's appartment, and found her 
highly ſatisfied with his departure. 
The natural chearfulneſs and vivacity 


agreeable reflections on the fortune 
ſhe had refuſed; and as I cou'd not 


comprehend the principles of a wo- 


man who ſo heartily deſpiſed the 
things for which the generality of 
mankind have the higheſt eſteem, 
I intreated her, after 1 had heard 


her for ſome time, to inform me 


whatihe aim*d at by a couduct and 
ſenti- 


ſentiments which daily raiſed my ad- 
miration. One has always, ſaid I 
looking upon her with a very penſive 
air, ſome end in view; and the more 
raiſed and noble it is, the more ex» 
traordinary muſt the ways be by 
which we endeavour to arrive at it. 
L have a very high opinion of yours, 
but can't however diſcover what it is. 
You, muſt ſurely, have a great confi- 
dence in me; why. then have you 
thus long concealed. your. intentions, 
why don't you grant at leaſt to friend- 
ſhip what I dare not aſk from other 
motives? I ſpoke with ſufficient ſeri- 
ouſneſs to convince her that this 
queſtion did not proceed from  curi» 
oſity only; and how faithful ſoever 
I had been in the obſervance of all 
my promiſes, ſhe had penetration e- 
nough continually to perceive that 


my heart was far from being. more 
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eaſy. She proteſted, with the ſame 
gay and ſpritely air with which me = 
had been ſpeaking of the Selictar's 
retreat, that her only end was that 
which ſhe had declared a thouſand 
times already, and that ſhe was great- 
ly ſurpriſed at my forgetting it. 
Your friendſhip and generous protec- 
tion, ſaid ſhe, have raiſed me above 
the wretchedneſs of my paſt life ; but 
regret and all my endeavours will 
never repair its irregularities. © I am 
indifferent with regard to every thing 
which does not tend to make me 
wiſer, becauſe I think that nothing 
is good and valuable but wiſdom, and' 
am daily more and more convinced' 
that it is the Oy thing which 1 
want. =, 

Such anſwers as theſe would have 


made me apprehenſive that reading 


and ſtudy had turned her head, had 
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I not obſerved a wonderful evennels. 
in her temper, a conſtant moderation 
in all her deſires, and even the ſame 
allurement in her converſation and 
behaviour. I ſhou'd here begin to 
bluſh for my weakneſs, had I not 


given my Readers ſuch an idea of 


its fair Author, as muſt, I perſuade 


myſelf, diſpoſe them to excuſe it, I 


cou*d not reflect on ſo many wonder- 
ful circumſtances , without being 
more ſenſible than ever of all the 
paſſions which I had as it were kept 
in awe and check*d for ſome months 
paſt, out of regard to my. promiſes. 
The offers of ſuch a man as the Seli- 
ctar, and the denial of which I was 
a witneſs, had ſo changed Theofa in 
my eyes, that ſhe ſeem*d; adorned 
with all the titles which ſhe refuſed to 
accept. She was no longer a Slave I 
had redeem'd, an outcaſt whoſe fa- 
Wor. Il. G ther 
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; ther refuſed to o her, 101 the 


miſerable proſtitute of a Seraglio; 
tut a perſon adorned with every ami- 
able perfection, ennobled by the gran- 
deur ſhe had deſpiſed, and worthy 
of a more exalted' ſtation than it was 
in the power of Fortune to give her. 


In this diſpoſition, which reflections 
daily | increaſed, I quickly reſolved 
to marry her. And tho' I had not 


for near two years together dared to 
entertain ſuch a thought for ,a mo- | 
ment; yet ſo far was I now from 
ſtruggling againſt it, that I was an- 
xious-for nothing but how I might 


render my deſign ſucceſsful, 


My own imagination threw no 
difficulties in my way, fance I found 
nothing there but what favour'd my 
paſſion; and my Relations were at 
too great a diſtance to oppoſe or even 
to hear of my "_ till a long 

| ,. while. 
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while after the exccution af it. Tho- 
l reſolved to follow the inclinations 
of my heart, yet having ſome regard 
for decency, and being willing to 
avoid expence and noiſe, I propofed 
to celebrate my nuptials in my own 
houſe. But in the midſt of all my 
catkisfaction, I wiſhed that Theofa 
had ſeem'd to conſent to gratify my 
WE wiſhes by tenderer motives than 
We thoſe which I deſigned to pro- 
We poſe, and I felt ſome regret at being 
under a neceſſity of taking this me- 
thod to obtain a return of my fond- 
neſs. I had often flatter'd myſelf 
with having made ſome impreſſion 
on her heart, but my never haying 
drawn any ſuch confeſſion from her 
gave me ſome diſquiet. Tho' I did 
not hope to extort a plain declaration, 
yet I ſuppoſed by giving her a di- 
ſtant proſpe& and ſome dark hints of 
G 2 what 
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what I deſign'd, that it wou'd be im. 
poſſible for her in the ſecret and lively iſ 
expreſſions of her gratitude not to let 
flip ſome words which might ſatisfy | 
my delicacy, and give me an oppor- Þ 
tunity of declaring what my inclinati- 
on prompted me to do for her hap- 
pineſs and mine. In all theſe reflec. 
tions, it never once came into my 
head that her refuſing the Selictar was 
a reaſon to make me apprehenſive of 
the ſame fate; and I took a pleaſure | 
in perſuading myſelf that if her re- 
jecting one of the firſt fortunes of the 
Empire was not abſolutely in order to 
reſerve herſelf for me, that i it was at 
leaſt owing to a prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
vour of our Country, which wou'd the 
more diſpoſe * to accept of my of- 
fers. 

At laſt, after ſeveral days had paſt 
in this kind of Preparation, I made 
i choice 
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choice for the deciſion of my happi- 


vely neſs of an afternoon, when nothing 
o let ¶ cou'd interrupt us. The moment | 
tisfy vas in her apartment, a thought 
por- 8 which all my reaſonings had not made 
ant. me recolle&, child my blood with 
aps horror, and made me, return with as 
dec. much grief and confuſion as I had ſe- 
my f renity and reſolution when I went 
was thither. 1 remember'd that the Se- 
e of lictar had taken ſome ſteps to induce 
ure Condoidi to own Theofa for his 
= daughter, and was affrighted at the 
the vehemence of a paſſion which made 
-to me leſs obſervant of decency than a 
_ Turk. But this was not the only 
. thing which alarmed me. I conſider d 
— that it was neceſſary to declare my 
2 intentions to Condoidi, in order to 

| engage him to do for me what he 
” had offer*d the Selictar, and that it 
de wou'd be very irkſome and mortify- 
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ing to have my happineſs depend on 
the caprice of a man whom I had | 
treated with ſo little ceremony. What 
a fine caſe I ſhou'd be in, if he ſhou'd I 
pleaſe himſelf with the thoughts of 


f 
revenging upon me the importunis 


ties with which I had teized him in 


1 
favour of his daughter, and the vexa- 


tion which his ſon had given him, of 


j which he ſuſpected me to be the 


1 cauſe? But will the Reader believe 


that it was poſſible for me to deter- 
mine, after ſo juſt a reproach, and 
long deliberation about the methods 
of retrieving my errors, to go back 
to Theofa, and immediately exe- 
cute a deſign which I had ſuch ſtrong 
reaſons for ſuſpending ? 1 will not 
pretend to boaſt of the arguments - 
which made me reſume this reſolu- 
tion; being perſuaded that every one 


will think 288 they were dictated by 
love 
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love rather than prudence. I thought 
however that obſtacles which I did 
not deſpair of ſurmounting, ought 
not to retard a declaration which 
would convince Theofa of all the ar- 
dor of my paſſion, and diſpoſe her to 
favour, atleaſt with her wiſhes, my de- 
ſign with regard to her father, And 
I propoſed to tell her that ſhe might 
depend upon having both an Huſ- 
3 band and a Father in the ſame day. 
8 Shou'd: I not bluſh to own: that 1 
; thought ſhe wou'd be influenced by 
my deſigns in her favour to return 
my paſſion, and ſooner or later grant 
me without any conditions what ſhe 
ſaw I was willing at any price to me- 
rit? I made ſeveral other reflections, 
but my ideas were not perhaps very 
clear. I returned into her apartment, 
and prevented her aſking any queſti- 
ons concerning my confuſion, by be- 
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all my reflections, there was nothing 


152 De Fair Greek. 
ginning to explain my deſigns; and 
having deſired her to hear me with- 
out interruption, I did not conclude | 
before I had given her a very parti- 
cular account of my ſentiments. 
The violence of my paſſion, which 
hurried me on to this ſtrange decla- 
ration, did not only continue but e- 
ven increaſed while I was making it; 
and the preſence of ſo beloved an ob- 
ject making deeper impreſſions than 


equal to the ſtrength of my love and 
deſires. | But a glance which I caſt 
on Theofa, threw me into a thou- 
ſand times greater diſorder than that 
which 1 felt when I left her apart- 
ment an hour before. Inſtead of the 
ſigns of gratitude and joy which I ex- 
pected to fee in her face, I perceived 
the marks of the deepeſt ſadneſs and 
and en. She ſeem'd thorough- 


7 ly 
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| ly affected with what ſhe had heard, 
dot I too plainly ſaw that it was not 
| 7 | tranſports of admiration and love but 
MW ſurpriſe and fear which render'd her 
a ſpeechleſs. At laſt, when I was go» 
ing to expreſs my uneaſineſs at ſeeing 
her in this ſituation, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf on her knees, and ſhed a torrent 
of tears which deprived her for ſome 
time of the uſe of words. I was in 
1 | ſuch an agony of paſſion, that I had 
1 not ſtrength to raiſe her. She con- 
tiaued in this poſture, and conſtrain- 
ed me to hear what pierced my very 
ſoul. I ſhall not repeat the hard and 
injurious things which the remem- 
brance of her infamy, a ſubject which 
ſhe never forgot, induced her to ſay 
of herſelf; but after ſhe had repre- 
ſented herſelf in the moſt odious co- 
lours, ſhe conjured me to look on 
the Picture, and no longer ſuffer my- 
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ſelf to be blinded by an beats 
_ paſſion. She reminded me of what 
I ow'd to my birth, to my rank, to 
honour and reaſon, of which I my- 
ſelf had given her the firſt ideas and 
ſo happily taught her the maxims, 
She accuſed fortune of rendering her 
compleatly wretched, by making her 
the means of not only /ruining the 
peace of her benefactor and father, 
but alſo of corrupting the principles 
of an heart which was ſhe pretended I 
a perfect model of virtue. And drop- WW 
pingat laſt the voice of ſorrow and | 
complaints to aſſume that of the moſt 
| reſolute threats, ſhe proteſted if I 
did not renounce deſires which were 
equally repugnant to her duty and 
mine, if I did not confine myſelf to 
the titles of her Guardian and Friend, 
| thoſe dear and precious titles to which 
ſheimplored Heaven to give me ** 
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ble inclinations, that ſne was deter- 
mined to quit my houſe without bid- 
ding me farewel, and to uſe the li- 
berty, the life, all the bleſſings fot 
which ſhe own'd herſelf indebted to 
me, to fly for ever from my ſight. 
After this cruel proteſtation, ſhe 
quitted the poſture ſhe was in; and 
intreating me in a calmer tone to par- 
don ſome diſreſpectful words which 
the violence of her grief had extorted 
from her, deſired leave to retire to 
her cloſet to conceal her confuſion 
and a little recover her a ad 


her reſolution of forfiiliy hy bas 
for ever when ſhe returned from 
thence, unleſs ſhe had the pleaſure of 


finding me ſuch as her happineſs and 
mine required me to Beg on 


I had not power to make the leaſt 
attempt to prevent her retreat. NM 
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voice, my reaſon, all my faculties 
loſt their uſe thro*, an exceſs of a- 
mazement and confuſion, My tor- 
tures. ſeem'd inſupportable; and 
had ſome dreadful abyſs been open 
before me, I ſhou'd ſurely have 
plunged headlong down it. In this 
condition I remain'd for ſome time, 
without being able to ſtir from the 
place where. I was. The firſt Do- 
meſtic 1 met, being terrified at 
the ſtrange alteration of my coun- 
tenance, ſpread the alarm all over 
the houſe and drew the reſt of my 
ſervants together, who in a great 
fright offer d me ſuch things as they 
thought neceſſary for the recovery of 
my health, Theofa herſelf, forgetting _ 
_ the reſolution which ſhe had made of 

not coming out of her cloſet, flew to 
my relief in great conſternation. But 
her preſence redoubling my pains, 1 


1 pretended 
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N | pretended not to obſerve her; and 
aſſuring my ſervants that they were 


| 1 | al armed without cauſe, made all the 


T3 haſte I cou'd to lock myſelf. up in 
my chamber. 

I paſt more than two hours alone 
nin the bittereft reflections and moſt 
W violent agonies; but they brought me 
at length to the point from which 1 
had.ſtray'd. I was convinced that the 
heart of Theofa was impregnable, 


and that her virtues, whether natu- 
nal or acquired by ſtudy and medita- 
WF tion, ought to be propoſed as a pat- 
W tern for her own ſex and ours. This 


reflection quickly diſperſed the re- 
mains of my confuſion ; and being 
willing to make a merit of entering 
ſo readily into her views, I went to 
her cloſer, declared myſelf vanquiſh- 
ed by her example, and promiſed to 
confine myſelf as long as fhe pleaſed 
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to the title of the moſt faithful and 


warmeſt of her friends. My heart 
however ſtruggled againſt this pro- 

miſe, and her preſence was the e ſtrong- 
eſt temptation to make me retract 
what I concluded a moment before to 
be juſt and neceſſary. If what is re- 
related i in the ſequel ,of theſe Me- 
moirs ſhou'd not "anſwer the noble 
proofs which ſhe has hitherto given 
of her virtue, will not my Readers 


queſtion my evidence, and fuſpe& me 


to be blinded by jealouſy, rather 
than. ſuppoſe one fo well grounded'in . 
the principles of virtue to do any 
thing to blemiſh a character, which 


has hitherto appeared ſo amiable and 
wonderful? Whatever they may 
think of the matter, 1afk the queſti- 


on only to have an opportufiity to tell 
them, that T ſhall be as ſincere i in my 


doubts and ſupicions as I have been in 


art 
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my encomiums; and that I fhall 
fairly relate matters of fact, and leave 
every one to judge as he pleaſes. 

But the new treaty which J had 
made with Theofa was follow*d by a 
long calm, in which I had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing her practice all her vir- 
tues. The Guide whom I had ſent 
with Maria Rezati was returned, and 
this inconſtant Sicilian had ill an- 
ſwer*d our expeCtation or that of her 
Lover, The Captain of the Ship in 
which ſhe embarked for the Morea, 
fell violently in love with her, and 
prevail'd on her to acquaint him with 
her adventures and deſigns. By re- 


| preſenting in lively colours the abſur- 


dity of her ſcheme of ſettling with 
the Knight in the Morea, and the in- 
conveniences to which ſhe would 
thereby infallibly expoſe. herſelf for 
the reſt of her life, he at laſt per- 

ſuaded 
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ſuaded hep to return to Sicily, where 


he doubted not but ſhe would eaſily. 


find means of being reconciled to her 
Relations. He flatter'd himſelf with 
being the greateſt gainer in this 
affair, by a marriage to which he 


 foreſaw there wou'd be little OPPO- 


ſition; and if I may credit a Do- 
meſtic, he was indulged in all the 


pleaſures of it before . his arrival at 


Meſſina, He immediately made ap- 
plication to the father, who thought 
himſelf happy in finding a child-to 


inherit his eſtate, and making it ap- 
| Pear that he was an Italian of a 


good family, obtain'd Rezati's leave 
to marry his daughter before her 
return was publickly known; and 


this indeed was the moſt likely 


method to conceal her ſhame. She x 


took the Guide which I had ſent 


als with her to her father' s, with 
a 
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a view no doubt to convince him of 
the regard which I had for her, and 
thereby diſpoſe him to give her 2 
kinder reception. He ſet out from 
Meſſina ſoon after the celebration of 
their nuptials, and brought me a 
Letter from Lord Rezati, which con- 
tain'd very lively 0 of his 
gratitude. | 
| Theofa alſo received one from 
Maria, and we both thought ourſelves 
fairly rid of this affair. But being 
at Conſtantinople about fix weeks af- 
ter, I was informed by one of my 
ſervants who was juſt come from O. 
ru, that the Knight arrived there the 
evening before, and that the news 
which Theofa had told him concern- 
ing his. Miſtreſs, had thrown him 
into a deſpair of which they appre- 
bended the conſequences. He de- 
fſtred 
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fired me to excuſe the liberty he had 
taken of going to my houſe, and to 


14 give him leave to ſtay there a "few ÞÞ 
. days. I ſent him word that he was 


very welcome, and went to ſee him, 

as ſoon as I had diſpatched my buſi- 
neſs, in order to hear what he defign- 
ed to do. I found him in all the 
perturbation in which he was repre 
ſented to be. He even accuſed me 
of being the author of his misfortunes 


without informing him of it; but T 


which grief extorted from a Lover. 
The confolation and advice which 1 
gave him, brought him however in a 
few days to a juſter way of thinking. 
I made him confeſs that this' ſtep of 
his Miſtreſs was the happieſt ſhe cord 


have taken both for hirofelf and pa 
and 


— — 


by ſuffering his Miſtreſs to * depart, 


coud eaſily pardon the reproachts 6 


* 
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and inclined him to accept of my me- 
, 7 diation to reconcile himſelf to his 
= Family and Order.. 4 
| Having in ſome meaſure rotates 
his peace and ſerenity of mind, he 
acquainted us with all the particulars 
of his adventure with Synefius, of 
zich his Letter had informed us 
W only of the principal circumſtances. 
WW They went together to Raguſa; and 
finding no difficulties with regard to 
the payment of the Bills of Exchange, 
= had made preparations for executing 
= the ſcheme of their intended Settle- 
er. ment in the Morea. He confeſs'd, 
W cho' with ſome reluctance, that Sy- 
neſius alſo was returned to Conſtan- 
tinople. Being informed by Maria 
Rezati's Letter, which they found 
at their return from Ragufa, that 
Theofa rejected their propoſal; they 
were come in hopes of perſuading 
her 
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retaining a grateful ſenſe of my civi- 
lities, own'd that Syneſius deſigned 


to make uſe of force in caſe gentle 


methods ſhou'd- prove unſucceſsful. 

I betray my friend, ſaid he, but am 
perſuaded that you will not make uſe 
of my confidence to my prejudice ; 
and I ſhou'd indeed have been inex- 
cuſable in concealing his deſign, 
ſince it wou'd then have been impoſ- 
ſible for you to have prevented it. 
He added that if he engaged to aſſiſt 
Syneſius, it was in expectation of 
finding his Miſtreſs at my houſe, and 
of returning with her into the Morea, 
and thro? a deſire which he had of gi- 
ving her ſo agreeable a Companion as | 
Theofa, who wou'd he thought 2 | 

be charmed with their company, and 
find more pleaſure at Acade than he 
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of my endeavours to engage Condoi- 
di to own her, he perſuaded himſelf 
that I ſhou'd not be offended at their 
forcing her as it were into a family 
to which I was ſo deſirous of ſeeing 
her reſtored, But the, ſcheme of 
their Settlement being intirely diſ- 
concerted by the departure of Maria 
Rezati, he adviſed me of Syneſius's 
views, which cou'd not now he 
thought be ſo ſafe and advantageous 
to Theofa, 

She was not preſent at this diſco. 
very, and I deſired him not to ac- 
quaint her with it. As I was adviſed 
of Syneſius's deſign, I cou'd eaſily 
fruſtrate itz and I concluded beſides 
as he had loft the Knight's aſſiſtanee, 
that he would hardly have courage e- 
nough to attempt to execute it, I 
deſired however to be informed of 
the means which they deſigned to uſe: 

I 
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L had but few ſervants at Oru, and 

they propoſed to fix upon a day when 

I ſhou'd be in the City. As they 

were -both perfectly acquainted with 

my houſe, they flatter'd themſelves 

that they ſhou'd eaſily get admittance, 

and be able to, perſuade my. Dome- 

ſtics, as Maria Rezati would. readily 

join with them, that Theofa alſo, 

tho? ſhe ſeem'd unwilling to depart, 

was ſent away by my direction. I 

know not what might have been the 

event of ſo raſh an undertaking; but 

I deliver'd myſelf from all kind of 
apprehenſion about it by ſending, Sy- 
neſius word that I knew of his deſign, | 
and that he ſhou'd be-puniſhed, if 
he did not immediately lay it aſide, 
with much greater ſeverity than he 
had been by his father. The Knight, 
who continued to love him, contri- 
buted all he cou*d to perſuade him to 

: abandon 
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abandon bis ſcheme. He cou'd not 
however cure him of a paſſion, which 
made him guilty of ſeveral other ex». 
travagances. 

How little are men to be depend- 
ed upon! This very Knight who was 
I thought reclaim?d from his errors, 
and who indeed continued all the 
time he was with me to merit my 
regard and eſteem, fell at his return 
to Sicily into much leſs excuſable 
diſorders than thoſe he had forſaken, 
My recommendations to the Grand 
Maſter of Malta and the Viceroy of - 
Naples procured him a kinder re- 
ception than he cou'd have expected, 
and he appeared publickly again in 
his own Country, where his, flight 
was look*d upon only as an error of 
youth. But he cou'd not avoid, or 
rather was weak enough to ſeek for 
an opportunity of ſeeing his Miſtreſs. 
Their 
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Their flames broke out again with e- 
qual violence. It was hardly four 


months ſince his departure, when 
Theofa ſhow'd me a Letter which ſhe 
received from Conſtantinople, in 
which he informed her, after much 
circumlocution and: many expreſſions 
of ſhame and fear, that he and his 
Miſtreſs, not being able to live aſun- 
der, were returned thither, and had 
renounced their Country for ever. 
He own'd the exceſs of his folly ; but 
tho? he made the violence of a paſſion 
which he cou*d not ſubdue an excuſe 
for it, yet he was ſenſible, he ſaid, 


that $ecency did not permit him to 


wait upon me without my leave, and 


he intreated bee to revive = 
Kindneſs for him. ei e 


I did not TY A minute about 


what anſwer I ſhou'd make them. 


This caſe was ſo different from the 
| firſt, 
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firſt, and I was fo little inclined to 
entertain a man who had violated a 
thouſand duties 1n this new rape, that 
I dictated Theofa's Letter myſelf, and 


_ plainly told the Knight and his Mi- 


ſtreſs, that they were not to expect 
the leaſt favour or protection from 
me. But their deſign in coming to 
Conſtantinople was to viſit and pre- 
vail on Syneſius to reſume his former 
ſcheme, and the ſucceſs of it did not 
at all depend upon me. As they 
were very deſirous however of The- 
ofa's company, and as the friendfhip 
in which they had lived with her 


made them imagine that ſhe would 
be glad to go aleng with them, they 


rightly concluded that her anſwer 
had been dictated by me; and were 
ſo far from looking upon it as a de- 
nial, that they went both of them to 
Oru, as ſoon as they were afſurediof - 
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my being in the City. Theofa was 


greatly ſurpriſed at their viſit, and 
told them plainly, as ſhe knew my 
inclination, that ſhe had not aſk*d her 
own heart whether it defired to ſee 
them or not. She intreated them 
therefore to retire and not to make 
her run the riſk of diſpleaſing me ; 
but they inſiſted fo ſtrenueuſly on her 
giving them liberty to acquaint her 
with their deſign, that ſhe was for- 


ced, whether ſhe wou'd or not, to 


be ſo complaiſant as to hear their 


propoſal. {tf 
Their ſcheme was laid, and the 


houſe, was only the effect of a ſcru- 
ple of honour with regard to their 
new enterprize, Tho* I had never 
told him him my thoughts of their 
deſign of ſettling in the Morea, and 
had been ſtill farther from diſcover · 


ing 
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ing how far I was concern'd in their 
endeavours to engage Theofa in it; 
yet he ſuppoſed that Iſhou'd not have 
treated her with ſo much reſpect and 
diſtinction if I had not been fond of her 

company, and that he cou'd not ſe- 
duce or carry her away by force with- 
out offending me. He wiſh'd there- 
fore to make me approve of a deſign 
which was ſo agreeable to his Friend 
and his Miſtreſs 3, and did not deſpair 
of doing it tho* I had refuſed to ſee 
him, provided he cou'd obtain The- 
ofa's conſent, To this end he diſ- 
play'd all the advantages and plea- 
ſure which ſne wou'd have in their 
ſociety ; but ſhe did not want per- 
ſuaſions to reſiſt his importunities. / 
I was at that time very buſy in ma- 
king preparations for a Feſtival which 
made a great noiſe over all Europe. 
The difficulties which I had often met 
H 2 with 
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\ within the execution of my Office, had 

not hinder'd me from always living 
upon very good terms with the Grand 

Viſir Calaili ; and I dare ſay that my 
reſolution in maintaining the honour 
of my Country, and my priviledges as 
an Embaſſador, 'made me the more 
reſpected by the Turks. The King's 
Birth-day being at hand, I reſolved 
to celebrate it with more pomp than 
it ever had been before. The illu- 
minations were to be very magnifi- 
cent, and my houſe at Conſtantino- 
ple, which was in the ſuburb of Ga- 
lata, was already provided with the 
Guns of all the French Ships in the 
Port. As ſuch extraordinary rejoic- 
ings cou'd not be made without leave, 
the Grand Viſir had with great po- 
liteneſs given me an expreſs permiſ- 
ion for them. But going to Oru the 


evening before the Feſtival, greatly 
ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied with my preparations, in or- 
der to divert myſelf after my fatigue. 
and to bring Theofa to be preſent at 
it the next day, I heard two pieces of 
news which interrupted my joy. One 
on my arrival: and this was an ac- 
count of the Knight's viſit, and the 
efforts which he had made to engage 
Theofa to follow him, Hearing at 
the ſame time that he was more in- 
timate than ever with Syneſius, Icar- 
ried my ſuſpicions farther than ſhe, 
and did not doubt upon her refuſal 
and mine, but that they wou'd reſume 
the deſigns which the Knight himſelf 
had confeſs*'d they formerly had. I 
was however the leſs alarmed at them 
as I intended to conduct her to Con- 
ſtantinople the next day, and ſhou'd 
there have leiſure to think of me- 
thods to make my houſe at Oru a 
ſafe aſylum. "Soo 
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haughty character. I preſently per- 
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But as we were reflecting in the e- 
vening upon all the circumſtances of 
this viſit, I received advice from my 
Secretary that the Grand Viſir Ca- 
lai was depoſed, and that he was 
ſucceeded by Choruli, a man with 
whom I had no friendſhip and of an 


ceived the perplexity I ſhowd be in. 
This new Minifter might prohibit 


the celebration of my Feſtival, were 


it only out of mere caprice which 


generally inc lines ſuch as he to make 
alterations, and to revoke all the 


permiſſions which have been granted 


by theĩr predeceſſors. My firſt thought 
was to pretend ignorance of the 


change, and to execute the ſcheme n 
had laid by virtue of Calafli's Fervan.' 
Some diſputes, however, which I had 
got out of with honour, obliging me 
to be circumſpect in my conduct, I 
; reſolved 
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reſolved at laſt to aſk the new Viſir's 
leave, and ſent a meſſenger to him 
for that purpoſe, He was ſo engag- 
ed during the firſt hurry of his eleva- 
tion, that it was impoſſible for my 
Secretary to procure a moment's. au- 
dience, of which J was not informed 
till the next day. I was very impa- 
tient, and reſolved to go to him my- 
ſelf, He was in the Galike Divan, 
and was to ſtay there. cill he appear - 
ed in the ſolemn Proceſſion which is 
uſual on ſuch changes, It was there- 
fore impoſſible for me to ſee him. 
But my preparations being all made, 
I reſumed my firſt thought of ſatisfy- 
ing myſelf with Calaili's permiſſion, 
and began my illuminations as oon 
as it was dark. 

The Vifſir being inform of hs 
affair, was in a great paſſion about 
it, and immediately ſent one of his 
pet 3 Officers 
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Officers to aſk what I meant, and by 
what authority I ated in this manner 
without his knowledge. I anſwer' d 
in a civil manner, that I did not 
think myſelf under a neceſſity of ob- 
taining a new Fervan, as Calaili had 
granted me one two days ſince; but 
that I had however not only ſent but 
been at the Viſir's myſelf to requeſt a 
renewal of it. The Officer, who had 


inſtructions how to behave, told me 


that it was the Viſir's pleaſure; that I 


mou'd inſtantly put a ſtop to my re- 


Joicings, and that I ſhou'd be com- 
pell'd by force unleſs I conſented to 
do it immediately, I was greatly 


nettled at this menace, and made a 
very angry reply; and when the 
Officer, being provoked in his turn, 


added that a detachment of Jani- 


ſſaries were already order'd, in caſe I 


made the leaft reſiſtance, to adyance 
| and 
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and humble my pride, I loſt all pa- 
tience and was enraged beyond mea= 
ſure, Tell your Maſter, faid I, that 
his conduct deſerves thelaſt con tempt, 
that I am incapable of fear when the 
honour of my King is concerned, and 
am reſolved if he comes to the extre- 
mities with which you preſume to 
threaten me, not to pretend to de- 
fend myſelf againſt Enemies who 
would ſoon overpower me with their 
numbers, but to colle& together in 
this Hall all my gun-powder of which 
I have a great quantity, to put a 
match to it with my own hands, ard . 
blow up all at once, my. houſe, my 
Gueſts and myſelf; leaving to myMa- 
| ſter the care of revenging my death. 
The Officer retired; hut the noiſe 
of this affair preſently alarmed all the 
French who were aſſembled at my 
houſe on this occaſion. 1 myſelf was 
H in 
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in ſuch a violent rage as would to be 
ſure have render'd me capable of ex- 
ecuting my project; and being re- 
ſolved not to betray the leaſt ſigns of 
fear, I immediately order'd a general 
diſcharge of my artillery, which con- 
liſted of fifty pieces of canon. My 
ſervants trembled as they obey'd me. 
And my Secretary being more terri- 
fied than the reſt, thought he did 
me a good office by putting out ſome 
of the lights, that he might be able 
to fay that we were then Ty 0- 
beying the Vifir's command. 1 did 
not immediately perceive his caution ; ' 
bur the flight of ſome of my Gueſts, 
who without doubt apprehended that 
I ſhou'd come to the extremities with 
which 1 threaten'd the Viſit's Meſ- 
ſenger, increaſed my fury, I treated 
as. cowards and traytors all thoſe 
whom I cou'd not prevail on to ſtay + 
be? and 
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and obſerving the diminution of my 
illuminations, was in a new rage at 
the timorous precaution of my Secre- 
tary, This was my fituation when I 
heard the cries of a woman who 
call'd me to her aſſiſtance, I did not 
doubt but that a detachment of Jani- 
ſſaries had already begun to inſult 
my ſervants, and being unwilling to 
attempt any thing at an uncertainty, 1 
ran, accompanied by fome faithful 
friends, to the part from whenee the 
ſhrieks came, But what did 1 ſee? 
Synefius and the Knight, affiſted by 
. two Greeks, were carrying away 
Theofa by force, and endeavouring to 
drown her cries by ſtopping her 

month with an handkerchief!” I did 
not want all the paſſion with which 

I was agitated, to fill up the meaſure | 

of my fury. Difpatch the tray- 
tors, ſaid Ito my Companions, and 
| * 
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was but too well obey' d. They fell 
upon the four Raviſhers, who de- 
fended themſelves as well as they 
cou'd. The two Greeks, having 
leſs ſkill or reſolution, were preſent- 
ly kill'd. The Knight was wound- 
ed, and Syneſius, deſpairing of vic- 
tory, ſurrender'd his ſword; Iſhou'd 
perhaps haye detain'd and treated 
him in the firſt tranſports of my rage 
with great ſeverity, had I not been 
informed that the Viſir, being ap- 
peaſed by the ſigns of ſubmiſſion for 
Which he was indebted to my Secre- 
tary, . had countermanded his troops 
and declared that he was ſatisfied, 
Pity eaſily found a place in my heart 
as ſoon as rage had forſook it, I was 
beſides obliged to take ſome precau- 
tions to conceal the death of the two 
Greeks. I diſmiſs'd Syneſius, telling 
him how much he was obliged to me 

6 for 
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for my lenity, and order'd the Knight's 
wounds to be carefully healed. As 
T luckily happen'd to have none but 
Chriſtians in my houſe, every one 
thought himſelf concern'd to conceal 
this affair, | | 
This incident was follow'd by ſe- 
veral others, which have no relation. 
to this Work but as they were the 
occaſion of my leaving Conſtantino- 
ple. As ſoon as I received his Ma- 
jeſty's command to return to France, 
I confider'd how I ſhou'd behave with 
regard to Theofa, I loved her too 
well to be in any doubt about mak- 
ing her an offer to go along with me; 
but I was not ſure of her conſent. 
My perplexity therefore ariſing only 
from my not knowing her inclinati- 
ons, I endeayour'd by ſome obſcure 
hints to find what they were. She 
ſoon put me out of my pain by ſeem- 


ing 
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| Ing to queſtion whether I wou d per- 
mit her to bear me company. I roſe 
in a tranſport of joy, told her that ſhe 
ſhou'd always find me the ſame I had 
| hitherto been, and gave her full li- 
berty to impoſe upon me any conditi- 
ons ſhe pleaſed, All I defire, faid ſhe 
with a very obliging air, is the con- 
tinuance of your friendſhip which in- 
cludes every other bleſſing, and to be 
indulged in the liberty of living with 
you as 1 have always hitherto done. 
1 ſolemnly promiſed to grant her re- 
queſt. But I prevail'd on her to give 
me leave once again to attack the in- 
ſenſible Condoidi. She foreſaw that 
my endeavours wou'd be to no pur- 
poſe. And indeed tho? I flatter*d-my- 
ſelf that he wou'd be more pliable 
when he ſaw that ſhe was going to 
quit Turky, yet was I fo far from 


making any recent on this obdu- 
rate 
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rate old Gentleman, that he ſuppoſ- 
ed, on the contrary, that the ſtory 
of her departure was only an artifice 
to impoſe upon him. I had not ſeen 
Syneſius or the Knight ſince their 
raſh attempt. The former, ſurmoun- 
ting all his fears as ſoon as he heard 
that Theofa was to accompany me to 
France, came and intreated me to 


permit him at leaſt to take leave of 


his ſiſter. This name which the wi - 
ly Greek affected to give her, and 
the air of fondneſs which appeared 
in his requeſt, determined me not 
only to ſuffer him to fee her immedi- 
ately, but alſo to grant him the ſame 
favour feveral other times before our 
departure. The precaution which 1 
had taken both in the Town and 
Country left me nothing to fear with 
regard to her fafety, and T knew 
Theofa too well to ſuſpect her. This 
indul. 


) 
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indulgence however inſpired Syneſi- 
us with new hopes. He had ſeen her 
but two or three times, when deſiring 
leave to ſpeak with me, he threw 
himſelf at my feet, to conjure me to 
reſume my former good opinion of 
him; and calling Heaven to witneſs 
that he wou'd as long as he lived 
look upon Theofa as his ſiſter, he 
earneſtly intreated me to take him 
along with me, and to be a father | 
to him as well as to her. His pray- | 
ers, his tears, and the eſteem which | 
I always had for him, wou'd infalli- 
bly have inclined me to. have grant- 
ed his requeſt, cou'd I have perſuad- 
ed myſelf that love did not lie in diſ- 
guiſe under the falſe appearances of 
fraternal affection. I. made him, 
however, no direct anſwer ; being 
willing to conſult Theofa, who might 

We be apprized of the affair, 
| "and 
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and have been moved perhaps by his 


tears and her affection for him as a 
brother. She told me without heſi- 


tation, that ſhe ſhou'd deſire this fa- 

vour of me, were ſhe certain that ſne 
was his ſiſter; but that ſne now in- 
treated me not to expoſe her to the 
perpetual uneaſineſs of not knowing 
how to behave to a youth who diſ- 


cover*d too paſſionate a regard for 


her, if he was not her brother. Thus 
was the ſorrowful Syneſius reduced 
to the conſolations which he undoub- 
tedly found in the friendſhip of the 


Knight, and I know nothin g more 


of their Hiſtory, 

Some weeks: which paſt between 
the time of my receiving the King's 
commands and my departure, were 


ſpent by Theofa in affairs which 


wou*d furniſh me with materials for 


Aa Volume, were I deſirous to ſwell 


theſe 
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theſe Memoirs. Reflection and her 
own experience had taught her, that 
ſlavery was to one of her ſex the moſt 
dreadful of all calamities j and ſince- 
| ſhe had been at Oru, ſhe had loſt no 
opportunity of informing herſelf what 
Seraglioes were beſt furniſhed, and 
what Lords were moſt greedy of ſach 
kind of riches. By the help of ſome 
Slave Merchants, who are as well- 
known at Conſtantinople as the moſt 

_ celebrated Pimps in Paris, ſhe had 
found out ſeveral miſerable wretches, 
ho had involuntarily fallen into 
theſe unhappy circumſtances z and 
had always flatter'd herſelf with the 


hopes that ſhe ſhou'd one time or o- 
ther have it in her power to procure 
their liberty. She knew that I cou'd 
not always be aſking ſach kind of fa- 
vours, and her prudence hinder'd 

mu — too frequently deſiring me 
to 


ed to this, but I preſently ſaw ſeve-- 
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to employ my revenue in ſuch pur- 
poſes; but as ſhe was now juſt go- 
ing to leave this part of the world, 
ſhe was the leſs ſerupulous, She be- 
gan by ſelling all the jewels which 
Cheriber had given her, and ſome” 
conſiderable. preſents which 1 had 
forced her to accept of. After ſne 
had confeſs'd that ſhe had converted 
them into money, and told me the 
uſe which the deſigned to make of it, 
ſhe intreated me ts be ſo charitable” 
as to make ſome addition to it out 
of my ſuperfluity. I gave her ten 
thouſand livres, with which 1 de- 
ſigned to have purchaſed ſeveraF 
Curioſities. I never knew ho- 
much of her 6wn money Theofa add- 


ral very beautiful girls, whoſe free 
dum muſt have coſt her very conſide- 
rable fame; and if the expefice f 

ſending 
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ſending them into their own Country 
be added to the price of their re- 
demption, it can't be doubted but 
that her liberality greatly exceeded 
mine. I amuſed myſelf for ſeveral 
days with hearing the adventures of 
this charming Troop, and took care 
to commit them to writing, that I 
might have nothing to apprehend 
from the treachery of my memory. 
We embarkꝰ d at laſt on board a Ship 
which was bound to Marſeilles. The 
Captain informed me, that he was ö 
under a neceſſity of ſtaying ſome 
weeks at Leghorn, and I was glad of 
an opportunity of ſeeing ſo celebrated 
a Port. Theofa ſhou?d ſeveral ſigns 
af joy as ſhe landed on the Italian 
ſhore. Y A thouſand reaſons obliging 
me to be incognito, I left my atten · 
dants on board, and lodged at a pub- 
lic lun, where I did not refuſe. to 
dine 


—— 
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dine at an ordinary with ſeveral Tra- 


vellers who happen'd to be there. 
Theofa paſs'd for my daughter, and 
I for a Gentleman who was returning 
from Conſtantinople with my family, - 
As we were at dinner, I obſerved 
that a young Frenchman was very 
attentive to the charms of Theofa, 
and that he did all he cou'd to make 
her take notice of him. His perſon 
and behaviour were both very enga- - 
ging, and the air of his converſation 
made me take him for a man of 
Quality, tho* I did not remember 
the name of Count de M. Q. which 
was that which he went by. He 
loaded me with civilities, becauſe he 
ſuppoſed me to be the father of 
Theofa. I ſaw nothing at firſt in 
his behaviour but the gallantry which 
is common to the French. I walk*d. 
ſeveral times up and down the City 

without 


8 rr 57 — 
"y 
—_— 122 — 5 
* 


— 2 
— 
a 3 


3. ; 
—_ _— 32323 — 
FOE — 2 
wi, 22 


— 1332 - * 
S 


.  *%y 
— 


A TITAN SHO we OT TCD REAC PIETY Goo 
* 


4 


190 be Fair Greek. 


without ſo much as miſtruſting that 
I run any riſk in leaving Theofa be- 
hind, with only one of her own 
Countrywomen to attend her. 
In about eight days, however, 1 
perceived ſome alteration in her 
temper, But as the fatigue of the 
voyage might occaſion it, this ob- 
ſervation gave me but little con- 
cern. I aſked her, however, if 
ſhe had any cauſe of grief or com- 
plaint. She told me that ſhe had 


nothing to make her uneaſy; but 


then ſhe ſaid this with ſo much con- 


fuſion, that I ſhowd immediately 
have open'd my eyes, had I been ca- 


pable of ſuſpecting her. Beſides, I did 
not know that the Count de M. 
was conſtantly with her all the time 
which I employ'd in ſeeing the curi- 


oſities of the City. We were a fort- 
night at Leghorn before I was 


warn'd 
by 


The Fair Greek. 191 


by any accident to have a more watch- 
ful eye upon what was doing around 
me. If I returned before dinner time 
I found Theofa alone, the Count al- 
ways taking care to retire, I obſerv- 
ed that ſhe grew more and more re- 
ſerved and melancholy z but ſeeing 
no other ſign of any alteration in her 
health, I thought I ſhou'd diſpel 
theſe gloomy appearances, by aſſur- 
ing her that ſhe would find more 
pleaſure in France than at an Italian 
Inn, 

It is certain, as we were at table, 
that I obſerved her more familiar 
with the Count than I cou'd have ex- 
pected from ſo ſhort an acquaintance. 
Their looks and their ſmiles ſeem'd 
intelligible to each other, and the 
civilities of the Count were received 
with another air than they were at 
firſt, Bat as nothing leſs than a mi- 

racle 


i: 


racle cou'd make me ſuſpicious of 
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virtue and even of her inſenſibility, 


her behaviour. She had taſte enough 


r 


dence, if chance had not one day 
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Theofa' after ſuch long trials of her 


1 found a thouſand reaſons to excuſe |} 


to perceive in the noble manners of 
the Count the greatdifference between 
French and Turkiſh politeneſs, and 
ſhe ſtudied him as a model, Theſe 
excuſes which I made for her were ſo 
much the more probable, as I had a 
thouſand times obſerved her to copy 
after me; and tho? I was not ſo fi- 
niſh*d a pattern as the Count, yet 
had ſhe in a great meaſure catch'd 
our manners by imitating mine. I 
was ſtill eight days longer without 
having the leaſt jealouſy, and am at 
a loſs to know what would have been 
the end of their ſecret correſpon- 


W me home ſooner than I was 


expected. 
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expected. I went directly to Theo- 
fa's chamber, and ſaw. the Count on 
his knees. The ſight of a Serpent 
which had ſtung me, cou'd not have 
terrified me more, I had, however, 
command enough of myſelf to retire 
without being perceived. Bat being 


detain'd at the door, whether I wou'd 


or not, by my fears and jealouſy, I 
endeavour'd to heighten the deſpair 
which was already gnawing my heart, 
by obſerving every thing which might 
diſcover Theofa to be ſtill more 
guilty, I ſaw nothing, however, 
which was repugnant to _ modeſty, 
tho? I continued in my poſt *cill din- 
ner time, as impatient as if I had 
wiſhed to ſee or hear ſomething of 
which I had the mos ein _— 
denon, — | 1 a 
What reaſon had 1 to be jealous > 
What engagement had Theofa with 
LVO . II. 1 me, 
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me? Had 1 not, on the contrary, 
renounced all pretenſions to her heart, 
and was not the liberty of following 
her 'own inclinations one of the arti- 
cles to which I had agreed? I was 
forced to own that it was. But 1 
thought it cruel that an heart on 
which I cou'd make no impreſſion, 
ſhou'd fo eaſily receive it from ano- 
ther. Suppoſing her capable of the 
; weakneſs of love, I ſhou'd have 
[— wiſh'd that ſhe had not yielded as it 

| were by chance, and at the firſt 
glance of a Stranger. Or to diſcover 
the bottom of my heart, I was vex- 
ed that thoſe appearances of virtue 
which I had fo much revered, ſhou'd 
fo quickly vaniſn and come to Ho- 
thing. I even bluſh'd at having been 
duped by the fine maxims which I 
KP ſo often heard her repeat, and 
0 - eren 
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reproached myſelf leſs with the fer- 

W vics J had done her, than with ** 
credulity and folly. 

There was as much malice as an- 

wh and confuſion in theſe reflecti- 

I was ſo far from giving a fa- 

b turn to the modeſt behavi- 

our of the Count, that I look*d upon 

him as a contented Lover, whoſe 

moderation was owing to his hav- 


* ing been indulged in all his deſires, 


What new tortures did this thought 
inflict upon me! But I had command 
enough of my actions not to make a- 
ny raſh attempt. As 1 had formed 
a deſign of ſurpriſing the cruel The- 
ofa in the midſt of her pleaſures, I 
was deſirous of talking with her Wo- 
man, not to tell her what I had ob- 
ſerved but to ſee what farther diſco- 
veries her ſimplicity might give me 
an opportunity of making. She was 
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a Greek who ſucceeded Bema, and 
enter'd voluntarily into my ſervice, 
But whether ſhe was more attached 
to her Miſtreſs than to me, or whe- 
ther ſhe herſelf was deceived by the 
dexterity of the Count and Theofa, 
I learnt nothing from her but their 
frequent interviews, which ſhe did 
not ſeem to endeavour to conceal, 

I reſolved not to go abroad any 
more, and pretending that I was de- 
tain*'d at home by illneſs, wou'd not 
ſuffer Theofa to go out of my ſight 
all the reſt of the day. The Count 
ſent to aſk leave to viſit us in the af- 
ternoon. I was ſo far from oppoſing 
it, that I was glad of an opportunity 
to make obſervations, of which his 
words and actions were the only ſub- 
je& for upwards of four hours to- 
gether. He was not ſo imprudent 
as to * himſelf; but I perceived 
with 
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with what art he was perpetually 
turning the converſation upon every 
thing, which might increaſe the ineli- 
nation which I ſuppoſed Theofa had 
for him, He entertain'd us with 
ſome of his amours, in which love 
and conſtancy were always the virtues 
by which he had ſignalized himſelf. 
He had been in love with a Roman 
Lady, whoſe heart had held out a- 
gainſt all his attacks for ſome time; 
but who ſurrender'd. herſelf: without 
reſerve, and ſet no bounds to her 
fondneſs, as ſoon as ſhe was tho- 
roughly acquainted with him and his 
character. This adventure had de- 
tain'd him two years in Italy, and 
wou'd have made him renounce his 
Country for ever, had not the moſt 
dreadful of all calamities broken ſuch 
agreeable fetters. After they had 
long quietly indulged themſelves. in 
3 all 
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all the bine of love, the Hu. 
band of his Miſtreſs perceiving their 
familiarity , cauſed them both to. 
ſwallow poiſon, which was fatal to. 
the young Lady, and wou'l have 
been ſo to him, had he not been blef: 
ſed with a very uncommon ſtrength. 
of conſtitution. As ſoon as he was 
got well again, he heard of the death 
of the dear object of his paſſion, which 
caufed him to relapſe; throꝰ an exceſs. 
of grief, into a more dangerous condi- 
tion than that from which he was re- 
cover'd. As this. diſeaſe however had 
no more effect than the poĩſon, he was 
in the utmoſt deſpair, and endeavou- 
red to procure his death by a lefs eri- 
minal thoꝰ he ſuppoſed by no leſs cer- 
rain a method, than that of falling by 
his own hands. Hepreſented himſelf 
to the Huſband” whofe hatred: he had 
juſtly deferved,, and having reproach- 


ed him a thouſand times with his bar- 
barity, open'd his hoſom and deſired 
bim to ſatiate his revenge, by plung- 
ing his dagger in lis heart. He cal- 
led Heaven to witneſs that he thought 
his death infallible, and that he ſhou'd 
have - ſubmitted} to it with pleaſure. 
But the cruel Huſband, making a jeſt 
of his rage and deſpair, replied that 
he ſhou'd no longer think of effect- 
ing his death, ſince he had the plea- 
ſure to ſee that he ſhou'd be more ef- 
fectually revenged by ſuffering him to 
live, and that he was heartily glad 
that he had eſcaped. the poiſon which 
wou'd too ſoon have put an end to his 
torments, He had ever fince lead a 
moſt deplorable life, wandering all 
over Italy from one City to another, 
in hopes of effacing impreffions which 
vero one r torture, and of 
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de Chambre had | quitted my room 
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the converſation” of all the amiable 


women he found. But he was arri- 
ved at Leghorn, without having” e- 
ver felt the leaſt alteration in his 
heart, which grief had hitherto 


; . againſt all attacks of love. 


This was plainly ſaying that this 
date was reſerved for Theofa. I had 


obſerved, however, none of the pro- 


found melancholy, which muſt have 


been very viſible at the time of our 


arrival, had that been the true date of 


his cure. But the eagerneſs with which 


Theofa liſten'd to all theſe fables, did 
not permit me to doubt of their ma- 
king upon her all the impreſſion he 


deſired. I expected the night with 


the utmoſt impatience, in order to 
clear up ſome much more terrible 


doubts. Theofa's chamber was next 


to mine. I roſe as ſoon as my Valet 


and 
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and look'd for a place from whence 
I might ſee every thing which * 
proach'd our apartment. 

I felt, however, ſome pou BE "I 
the injury I was doing the amiable 
Theofa; and a thouſand paſſions 
pleading her cauſe, I aſk*d my own 
heart if its black ſuſpicions had a 
W ſufficient foundation to authoriſe ſuch. 
unfair obſervations, The whole night 
= paſſed without giving me any juſt 
grounds of offence, I went ſeveral 
times to her door, and liſten'd with 
great attention. The leaft noiſe a- 
vwaken'd my ſuſpicions, and imagin- 
ing J heard ſome body move, I was 
ſtrongly tempted to knock furiouſ- 
ly at her door, and demand admit- 
tance. At laſt, when the ſun was 
riſing and I was going to retire, I 
heard Theofa's door open. A ſud- 
den ague chill'd my blood: Twas 

| 1 5 ſhe 
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7 freſh uneaſineſs; 


haps a chair or a curtain, which The- 


3 been going out with her Wo- 
This early riſing gave me 
but I remem- 
ber'd her having told me that ſhe 
frequently went, as the weather was 
exceſſively. hot,. to take the air in the 
Garden which fook?d upon the Sea, 
I watch'd her, and was not fatisfied 
till IT ſaw her go that way. 
The Reader will think that T ought I 
to be ſatisfied with the trouble which 


T had given myſelf in the night, and 


that I had nothing more to do but to 
refreſh myſelf with ſleep, Which! 
greatly wanted, But my heart was 
only half at reſt. The noiſe which 


I had heard in her chamber left ſome 


doubts behind. The key was leftin 
the door, and F went into her room 
in hopes of diſcovering what it was 


that had alarmed me. It was per- 


ofa 
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ofa, herſelf had moved. But exami- 
ping every part of her chamber with 
3 very inquiſitive eye, I obſeryed 3 
little door belonging to a private 
ſtair-caſe, which I had never ſeen 
ly broke loſe, and raged Vun great- 


* 1 : . 


which the — be hy ky 1 with 
a heart full of anguiſh, - This is the 
ſource of my ſhame and thy guilt, 
perfidious, unhappy Theofa! I can 
give but a very faint idea of the ea- 

gerneſs with which J examined theſe 
fairs, which went down into a bye 
Court. The door, however, at the 
foot of them was very carefully fa- 
ſten' d. But cou'd it not have been 
open'd in the night? If 1 had any 
certain proofs to expect, I ſhou'd. I 
thought as Thaofa's bad was nat yet 
made, find them there, Iapproach- 


grees, and produced an effect which 
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ed! it with fear Aud trembling, as if 
I was upon the brink of diſcoveries 
which wou*d afford me the cleareſt 


conviction. I carefully attended e- 


ven to the minuteſt circumſtances, 
with regard to the form and poſition 
of the bed and bed cloaths; and e- 


ven went ſo far as to meaſure out a 


ſpace which was ſufficient to hold 
Theofa, and to ſee if nothing was 
diſorder*d beyond the limits which 1 
allotted her. 

As the ſeaſon was very hot, I made 
all reaſonable allowances for her kic- 
king and tumbling a little beyond her 
bounds, and found all the dimenſi- 


ons anſwer ſo very exactly, that I had 


all the reaſon in the world to be ſa- 
tisfied, Theſe enquiries, which laſt- 
ed a long while, occaſion'd the tem- 
peſt in my boſom to ſubſide by de- 
1 | 


_ 
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I was far from foreſeeing, The ſight 
of the place in which the dear Fheofa 


had ſo lately reſted, her form which 


I ſaw imprinted there, and ſome re- 
mains of warmth, melted me into 
ſuch a fit of fondneſs; that I kiſsꝰd 
a thouſand times the pillow on which 
ſhe had repoſed her head. As I was 
fatigued with watching all night, and 


ſooth'd by this amorous indulgence, 


my ſenſes ſoon forgot their office, and 
I fell faſt aſleep on her bed. 

She was all this while in the- Gar- 
den, where it was no wonder that 
ſhe ſnou'd meet the Count, ſince it 


was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 


houſe, to go and take the air of the 


Sea before the heat of the day came 


on. Several perſons of the neigh- 
bourhood alſo came thither for the 


fake of the walk, which gave it the 


An of a public one. The 
Cap- 
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Captain of a French Ship which came 
into the Port the night before, and 
ſeveral Paſſengers whom he brought 
from Naples, happen'd to be there 
the ſame day. The fight of Theafa, 
whom it was hard to ſee. withaut ad- 
miration, drew theſe Strangers about 
her; and the Count | perceiving the 
Captain to be a Frenchman, fell in · 
to a converſation with him. From 
him he learn'*d'ngt only what related 
to his own affairs, but ſome particu. 
lars concerning mine; viz. that the 
Captain, who had ſeen our ſhip as he 
enter*d the Port, was informed by 
the Sailors who were on the deck, 
from ' whence they came and what 
Paſſengers they had. Theſe fellows, 
to whom I had not enjoinꝰd ſecrecy 
when I went on ſhore, told him my 
Offiee at Conſtantinople, and by that 
means diſeover'd me. Fhe Count 
* | hearing 
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Hearing me ſpoken of under this title, 
was extremely / ſurpriſed at his not 
knowing that I was at Leghorn, tho? 


it appeared by the Captain's diſcourſe 


that I had been there ſeveral days. 
But reflecting a little on the affair, 
he concluded that T was the perſon 
whom the Captain mention*d, and 
that I defired for ſore reaſon or other 
to remain unknown, When he look*U 
upon Theofa, he was in ſome confu-- 
fion, ſuppoſing that he had not treat. 
ed her with all the reſpect which was 
due to my daughter. What he heard 
made him immediately form a de- 


ſign which he had never ſo much as 


thought of before, and this was to 

marry Theofa in caſe F was her fa- 

ther. This circumſtance alone has 

always been ſufficient to convince me 

ef his noble birth. His ſcheme, 

which he endeayour'd toperſuade her 
| | o 


— 
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"Th 6 to approve of before they went outof 
[ 1 1 the Garden, made their walk longer 
N than uſual. The morning therefore 
was far advanced, when he gave her 
his hand to conduct her back to her 
apartment. 
Theofa heard his propoſal a all 
imaginable confuſion 3 and as ſhe 
immediately ſuppoſed that it was ow- 
ing to his falſe notion of her birth, 
ſhe oppoſed it by arguments which he 
did not well underſtand. But not be- 
ing at all ſhaken in his reſolution by 
any thing ſhe ſaid, he declared as he 
was coming into her chamber, that 
he would not ſuffer the day to paſs, 
without acquainting me with his ſen- 
timents. And if any thing gave me 

a favourable opinion of their fami- 

liarity, it was the readineſs with 
which he broke it off after the-ſcene 
which Iam going to repreſent, and 
| his 
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his ſincere deſire and intention of 


marriage. I was ſtill in the poſition 
in which I was arreſted by ſleep; 
dreſs*d in my night-gown indeed, but 


then I was in Theofa's bed. I was 


awaked by the noiſe which they made 
in opening the door, and heard the 
laſt words of the Count. Notwith- 
ſtanding the confuſion I was in at be- 


ing ſurpriſed, I ſhqu*d have endea- 


vour'd not to have diſcoverꝭd myſelf, 
and to have taken the advantage of 
my ſituation to have heard the re- 
mainder of their diſcourſe; had not 


the curtains been open, and the 
Count immediately ſeen me. Ha! 


who is there, ſaid he, in the utmoſt 


ſurpriſe? Theofa alſo perceived me, 
and gave a very loud ſhriek,. It 
was in vain to pretend to ſteal away. 
The only remedy I had, was to en- 


deavour to aſſume an air of pleaſantry, 
f5idw 1 
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cern by her ſilence. The Count an the 
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and to laugh at an incident to whick 
cou'd give no better a turn. 1 
found yqur door open, ſaid I to The · 
ofa, and not being able to get am 


reſt all. the night long, imagined 
that your bed was more. favourable 


which ſhe had given at firſt was o 
ing to ſhame and confuſion. z but not 
being able to account for an action 
which was ſo inconſiſtent with the 
terms on which we lived together, 
me now expreſs d her doubts and con- 


other hand, who thought he at once 
comprehended what he had not ſb 
much as ſuſpected before, made ex- 
cuſs for an indiſeretion with: which 
ke reproathed himſelf as W grimeß 
and aſſuring me that he had too great 
A reſpect for me to interrupt my 


OR" took. his: leave. in terma by | 
which 
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which L eaſily 3 that he knew 
who: Was. 

Þ was left ee Theofa 3 2 
found it impoſlible, notwithſtanding 
all my efforts, to maintain the chearful 

air which I had affected to aſſume, 
eſpecially as my uneaſineſs wis! in- 
creaſed by hers. P ſaw no way to ſet 
matters right between us, but by ma- 
king a frank confeſſion of the ſuſpi - 
cions which I had of her conduct. 
And I was the rather tempted to do 
this, becauſe the promifes which the 
Count made as he came into the room, 
were a new ſubjectof complaint, which 
Iwas very deſirous to hear her explain. 
Thoꝰ ſhe-bluſhed very much at ſeeing 
me on her bed, yet ſhe turnꝰd quite 
pale as foon as ſhe heard my res 
proaches, She interrupted me how. 
ever with a trembling air, to aſſure 
me that I wrong' d her by my ſuſpi- 
cions 5 
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cions, and that nothing had paſſed 


between her and the Count which was 
in the leaſt repugnant to her avowed 
principles. So peremptory a denial 
heighten'd my reſentment even to in- 
dignation. How! Traytreſs, ſaid I, 
as if I had a right to reproach her, 


did J not ſee the Count at your feet? 


Have you not treated him, ſince our 
ſtay in this City, in a more kind and 
obliging manner than you ever con- 
deſcended to treat me ? Did he not 
this minute promiſe to try all me- 


thods to ſecure the happineſs of be- 
ing yours? What did he mean by 


this? Tell me, for I will know even 
from your own mouth, I will not 
all my life long be the ſport of an 
ungrateful Fair, who conſtantly re- 


with cruelty and hatred. 


5 * 


0% n Theſe 


quites all my favours and fondneſs 
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Theſe hard names are a ſufficient 
demonſtration of the violence of my 
paſſion; ſince ſne had never before 
heard any thing from me but prote- 
ſtations of love and eſteem, or ten- 
der complaints, which convinced her 
of my reſpect even when my pains re- 
ö proached her. She was accordingly 
in the utmoſt conſternation at this 
kind of treatment; and ſhedding a 
flood of tears, deſired me to hear 
what ſne had to ſay in her defence. 
I forced her to ſit; but the anguiſh 
of my heart prevailing over the pity 
with which her ſorrows inſpired me; 
I abated nothing of the ſeverity of 
my voice and looks. I 
After having again proteſted that 
ſhe had granted the Count nothing 
for which ſhe had any reaſon to re- 
proach herſelf, ſhe owned that he 
was in love with her, and that ſhe 
found 
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found herſelf, by an alteration which 
ſhe cou'd not account for, ſtrangely 
prepoſſeſs*d in his favour, It is true, 
continued ſhe, that I have ſtruggled 


leſs againſt my inclination for him 
than might perhaps have been ex- 


pected, conſidering the maxims up- 
on which I have hitherto acted ; but 
the reaſon of this conduct, if I may 
venture to declare it; was becauſe I 
fatter*d myſelf, as he knows nothing 
of my ſhame, that I ſhou'd appear, 
and be indeed the ſame, to him as 4 
woman who never ſweryed from the 
paths of honour and virtue. He ge- 
nerally reſides, he ſays, in the Coun- 
try, which is another reaſon for ſup- 


poſing that he will never hear of my 


misfortunes: And us he took you for 
a Merchant, I hope I did him no in- 


jury in ſuffering him to think that! 


was your daughter. But added ſhe, 
oy as 
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as he was this morning informed of 
your rank, and was therefore deter- 
mined to aſk your conſent to marry 
me; I muſt own that ſome ſcruples 
aroſe in my mind, which I ſhou'd 
immediately have communicated to 
you. Thus have 1 laid my heart o- 
pen to your inſpection, And tho? 
you might ſee him on his knees, yet 
I did not approve of that poſture, 
nor ever encouraged him by any cri- 
minal compliances to take any ſuch 
liberties. | 

She ſeem'd more confident after 
this declaration; and as if ſhe ſuppo- 
fed that Tſhou'd approve of her con- 
duct, look'd upon me with an air 
of greater tranquillity.” But the 0+ 
eenee, was the very thing which cauſed 
my deſpair. I was horribly provoked 
at her ſeeming not to trouble herſelf 

N in 
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in the leaſt with my paſſion or any 
apprehenſions about making me un- 
eaſy, and that ſhe ſhou'd deliver her. 
ſelf up without any reſiſtance to a 
new amour, But ſhame made me 
_ conceal the bitter anguiſh of my 
heart, and act, as far as I was able, 
with prudence and temper, 'I am 
willing, faid I, to believe your pro- 
teſtations, and can not eaſily perſuade 
myſelf that you have deceived me by 
falſe appearances of virtue; but if the 
Count has been told who I am, how 
can you hope that he will take you 


for my daughter, ſince he knows, or 


will ſoon know, that I was never 
married ? If he knows 'it already, 
you have too. much ſenſe not to per- 
ceive that his intentions can't be ſin- 
cere, and that he only means to a- 
muſe himſelf with and deceive you. 
If he is ignorant of it, and his pre- 

ſent 


ny 
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ſent miſtake inclines him to marry 


you as my daughter, will not his 
deſign vaniſh as ſoon as he hears that 
I am not your father? But you know 
this full well, continued I, giving way 
to the jealouſy which prey'd on my 
heart; you are not ſo filly as to be- 


lieve that a man of Quality wou*d 


marry he knows not whom, He hit 
your fancy, you conſulted your incli- 
nations only, and they perhaps have 
carried you much greater lengths than 
you dare confeſs. What brought me 
hither, added I, but the diſcovery 
of your intrigue? I read your paſſion 
in your eyes, your words, your ac- 


tions, in every circumſtance of your 


conduct. I longed to ſurpriſe and 
overwhelm you with ſhame, and 
ſhou'd have done it laſt night, had I 
not been withheld by my fondneſs, 
which prompted me to treat you with 
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reſpect and lenity. But be aſſured 
that I ſaw all, heard all, and that no 
body leſs fond and fooliſh than I till 
am, wou*d ſhow ſo little diſdain and 
reſentment. 

+ It is eaſy to perceive the drift of 
this diſcourſe, - Wanting to get in- 
tirely rid of my doubts, I pretended 
to be fully informed of all the grounds 
of my fears, in order to induce her to 
confeſs them. Her anſwers, howe- 


ver, were ſo clear and poſitive, and 
the marks of her grief ſo artleſs, that 


I ſhou'd not have retain'd the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of her ſincerity, cou*'d one 


ſafely depend on the defence of a 


woman whoſe wit is equal to her love. 
But it is not here that I ſubmit my 
cauſe to the judgment of my Readers, 
having other accuſations to bring a- 
gainſt the ungrateful Fair, 


We 
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We F pent all the reſt of the morn- 
Ing in diſcuſſions which afforded me 
no farther light as to this matter.. 
Being at laſt informed that dinner 
was ready, I was very impatient to 


ſee how the two Lovers wou'd be- 


have in my preſence, and to hear 
what compliments I ſhou'd receive 
from the Count. Theofa's confuſion 
was undoubtedly equal to my impa- 
tience, But the Count not appearing 
at table, I was informed by the com- 
pany that he had taken his-leave of 
every body, and was an hour or two 


ſince gone in away a Poſt Chaiſe. Tho? 
J was greatly ſurpriſed at this piece of 


news, yet I made no reflections on 
his departure; and turning my eyes 
upon Theofa, perceived that ſhe did 
herſelf the utmoſt violence not to be- 
tray her uneaſineſs. She retired to 
her chamber as ſoon as dinner Was 
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over; and I ſhou'd i mmediately have 
follow'd her, had I not been detain- 
ed by the French Captain whom ! 
mention'd before. He was at firſt 
prudent enough not to take any no- 
tice who I was; but as ſoon as I roſe 
from table, he came and made me 
the compliments which he thought 
were my due. I did not then know 
by what means he had diſcoyer'd my 
name. From his diſcourſe, however, 


I ſoon learned not only what paſſed 
in the Garden, but the reaſons alfo 


of the Count's flight. The Captain 
ſeem'd apprehenſive of having of- 


fended me, and made his excuſes, 


Knowing nothing, ſaid he, of the 
character under which you cauſed the 
young Lady who is with you to ap- 


pear in this City, I readily anſwer'd 
all the Count's queſtions. He men- 
| tion'd your CY ; and tho? I had 


not 
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not the honour of knowing your per- 
ſon, yet as I, as well as all France, knew 
that you never was married, Iwas im- 


prudent enough to tell him that you 


had none. He made me repeat this 
anſwer ſeveral times, and I perceiv- 
ed by ſome circumſtances that my in- 
diſcretion may have diſconcerted your 


| meaſures. 


I aſſured the Captain that he had 
given me no cauſe of complaint, and 
that I meant nothing but to avoid 
the trouble of ceremony by diſguiſing, 
my name, or by any other maſk which 
I had worn at Leghorn : And this I 
ſaid was the only reaſon of my deſi- 
ring to continue in my preſent obſcu- 
rity. I eaſily perceived the Count 
when he found that Theofa was not 
my daughter, took her . for my Mi- 
ſtreſs. The circumſtances in which 
he ſurpriſed me in her chamber, put 

ö | K 3 , 4 this 
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this thought in his head ; and he 
ST that the beſt method to 
extricate himſelf from his engage- 
ments, was to go away without ſee- 
ing her. I hurried back to Theofa's 


chamber, and had only a glimpſe of 
her heavineſs and ſorrows ; for the 


_ endeavour'd the moment ſhe ſaw me 


to aſſume a pleaſant countenance, and 
aſked me with a ſmile, if I was not 
furpriſed at the haſty reſolution of the 
Count. You ſee, added ſhe, that 


His paſſion was not very violent, ſince 


he was ſo much maſter of it as to de- 
part without ſo. much. as bidding me 
farewel. Pretending not to ſee thro* 
her counterfeit joy, he loved you 
without any great tranſport, faid I 
very gravely z. and if this is the moſt 
ardent proof of his paſſion, it will 
hardly. make him forget his Roman 


. Qur converſation, K 
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ed all the aſternoon, was one conti- 
nued diſguiſe; Theofa always affect- 
ing to ſeem very little concerned at 
her loſs, whilſt I out of a malicious 
pleaſure, which proceeded no doubt 
from the hopes which revived in my' 
heart, continued to degrade the 


Count's paſſion, and to ſpeak of his 


departure as the groſſeſt rudeneſs and 
inſult. The Captain of the Ship in 
which I came, telling me in the even- 
ing that he was diſpoſed to fail whene- 
ver I pleaſed, I deſired only the next 
day to get myſelf ready, It was not 
buſineſs but a regard toTheofazwhich 
made me wiſh to ſtay a day longer; 
for as I too plainly ſaw her efforts to 
hide her uneaſineſs, I was willing to 
ſee whether it wou'd not . her 


health. 


She fupplortia herſelf pretty "oil 
'till we went on board; but as ſoon | 
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If as ſhe had loſt all hopes of ever ſee- 
i ing the Count again, ſhe was no lon- 
| ger able to reſiſt the motions of her 


heart, but took to her bed, and ne- 
ver roſe from it 'till we landed at 


der of her as I ſhou'd have been of 


another, without finding by experi- 
ence that cruelty and ingratitude will 
damp and extinguiſh the warmeſt 


ſenſibly recovering its freedom z and 


ing Theofa happy continued, yet did 
I no longer feel the violent emotions 
with which I had for ſeveral years 
been almoſt continually ſhaken, I 
had leiſure to obſerve, the ſeveral gra- 
dations of this change, during a calm 
Which 


Marſeilles. I was as careful and ten- 
the deareſt child or the moſt paſſo- 


nate Miſtreſs. But I cou'd not ſee 
her in this languiſhing condition for 


paſſions, I perceived my heart in- 


tho“ my defires of ſerving and mak- 


oo 
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which detain'd us eight days in the 
Gulf of Genoa. There is no inſtance 
of ſo perfect a ſtillneſs of the air and 
waters, We were hardly fix leagues 
from land, and the ſurface of the 
Sea being ſo intirely motionleſs that 
we ſeem'd rooted as it were in the 


ſame place, I thought ſeveral times 


of getting into the long-boat with' 
Theofa and ſome of my attendants, 
in order to row to the ſhore. Fhis 
wou'd have ſaved me from a terrible 
alarm which I was under from ſome 
miſcreants, who reſolved to make 
themſelves maſters of the Ship by the 


murder of the Captain and the Lieu- 


tenant, They had perhaps enter'4 
into this conſpiracy before we ſailed 
from Leghorn, but never found ſo 
fair an opportunity to execute it, We 
had on board, befides me and my re- 
tinue, five Italian and three French 

Kg "m8 


nant, ſuppoſing that they ſhou'd 


courſe-of theſe villains, who being 


226 The Fair Greek. 


Paſſhagers 5 whoſe appearance and 
behaviour were no temptation to me 
or the Captain to enter into the leaſt 
familiarity with them. They con- 
verſed with no body but the Sailors, 
with whom they were continually 
tippling; and it was in one of theſe 
drinking bouts that they determined 
to diſpatch: the Captain and Lieute- 


meet with little reſiſtance from the 
reſt of the crew, whoſe number was 
very ſmall. Their deſign, with re- 
gard to me and my Attendants, was 
to ſet us on ſhore in ſome bye part of 
the iſle of Corſica, and to ſeize all 
my effects. By an extraordinary 
watchfulneſs of Providence my Valet 
de Chambre ſlept one night on the 
Deck, and was awaken'd by the dif- 


met together to regulate the execu- 
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tion of their deſign, were caſting the 
principal parts of it, and already di- 
viding their authority and booty. As 
it was the Captain's cuſtom to appear 
every evening on the Quarter Deck, 
they reſolved to diſpatch him there 5: 
and two of their Accomplices were 
at the ſame time to knock at the 
Lieutenant's Cabbin, and to cut his 
throat as ſoon as he open*'d his door. 
The reſt were to be diſtributed in ſe- 
veral parts of the Ship, and to terri- 
fy every body by their threats and 
arms, Tho' they agreed to treat me 
and my retinue with ſome reſpect and 
to land us in the iſle of Corſica, yet 
one of them propoſed to keep Theofa 
as the moſt valuable part of their 
prize; but after ſome deliberations 
on this matter, they perceived that 
ſo beautiful a woman would only ſow; 
| fore 
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fore concluded to ſet her on * 
alſo. 

Tho' my Valet de Chambre was. 
terribly frighten'd at this diſcovery, 
yet he had preſence of mind enough 
to perceive that our ſafety depended, 
on diligence and ſecrecy. It was a- 
bout midnight. And as Heavenwas 
propitions to us, he made a ſhift:to 

crawl along the Deck and to get to. 
the Captain's apartment, which lucki- 
| 7 Jyjoin'd to mine, without being diſ- 
cover'd. He awaked us in the ſame 
| 7 cautious manner, and exhorting us 
do ſilence, gave a fearful relation of 
the dangers with which we were 
threaten'd. The darkneſs of the 
night had hinder'd his knowing all. 

the Conſpirators, or being certain as. 
to their number. Having however 
ws — the moſt mutinous by 


their voices, he named ſome, and. 
faid. 
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ſaid. that there might perhaps be a- 
bout twelve in all. As there are ma- 
ny known inſtances of my intrepidi- 
ty, I ſhou'd not bejuſtly chargeable 
with vanity,. were I to boaſt of it on 
this occafion, Eight Domeſtics whom 
I had with me, the Captain, the 
Lieutenant and myſelf were capable 
of making ſome defence. There were 
beſides ſeveral Mariners of whoſe fi- 
delity we. had.no ſupicion, and other 
Paſſengers who were as much con- 
cern'd as ourſelves to repel the inſults 
of.a- band of Pyrates. Our only dif- 
ficulty being to aſſemble our forces, I 
took this taſk upon myſelf. I order d 
ſeveral flambeaux to be lighted, and 
having arm'd myſelf and all my Ser- 
vants, and commanded them to follow 
me, went out of the Cabbin, join'd 
without any. oppoſition all thoſe from 
whom we hop'd for aſſiſtance, andſafely 
conducted 
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conducted them into the great Cabbin, 
where we put ourſelves in a condition 
to fear nothing till the morning. 
Our Enemies in the mean time per- 
ceiving our motions, were in a much 
greater conſternation than we. They 
were neither ſo well armed nor ſo 
numerous, and were greatly deject- 
ed by fear, which is always the 
inſeperable companion of guilt. I. 
magining that they ſhou'd be at- 
tack*d and overpower*d in the morn- 
ing, they took the only reſolution 
which cou'd ſave them from puniſh- 
ment, and put it in execution imme- 
diately: And this was to throw the 


Long-boat overboard, and row to 


the neareſt ſhore, We perceived their 
deſign; and tho” we might eaſily 
have dif] patched them while they were 
letting the boat into the Sea, or have 


kilyd Gem with our muſquets after 
ny 


* 
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they were in it, yet I thought it 
moſt adviſeable to ſuffer them to e- 
ſcape. PE IOW 

It was impoſſible to conceal this 
incident from Theofa. The noiſe 
and tumult threw her into a great con- 


ſternation; or ſhe made this affair a 


pretence perhaps: for venting; the paſ- 
fon which had prey'd upon her heart, 
ever ſince we failed from Leghorn. 
Her languor ended in a fever, which 
was attended with very dangerous 
ſymptons, and was not at all aba- 
ted when we arrived at Marſeilles. 
Whatever reaſons I had to haſten 
to Paris, I did not care to expoſe her 
to the danger of travelling, nor to- 
leave her to the care of Servants, in a 
City ſo remote from the Capital. 
My affiduity and zeal in attending 
her were the ſame as they had been 
during the whole voyage, and I was 

every 
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eyery moment more and more con- 
vinced that it was no longer love but 
the pleaſure I had in ſeeing and hear- 
ing her, my eſteem and veneration 
of her character, and the benefits I 
had confer'd upon her, which ren. 
der*d. her dear and linked my affecti- 
ons to her as if ſne had been really 
my daughter. I dropp'd no more 


paſſionate exprefiions, nor the leaſt 


complaint of the tortures which I 
ſaw her ſuffer for my Rival. | 

She recover'd gradually, after ſhe 
had been ſeveral times given over by 
the Phyſicians but her charms were 
a little impair'd by ſo long a diſorder. 
Tho? the regularity and delicacy of 
her features were the ſame, yet ſhe 
had loſt ſome of the life of her com- 


plection, and the piercing, vivacity 


and luſtre of her eyes. She was-ftill 
however one of the moſt. amiable 


44 


women 
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women in the world. Several per- 
ſons of diſtinction, with whom I | 
had contracted an acquaintance du- 


ring her illneſs, often viſited me 


merely for the ſake of ſeeing her. 
Mr. de S.. .., a young Gentleman 
who was Win, to a large eſtate, did 


not diſſemble his fondneſs for her. 


He talk'd of it at firſt in a jeſting 
manner, but was ſoon- ſeriouſly in | 
love, and ſought for an opportunity. 
to acquaint her with his paſſion. She 
was as inſenſible to him as ſhe had 
been to me, as if the Count only 
was ſq happy as to know the way.to 
her heart, She even intreated me to 
deliver her from the importunities 
of her new Lover, and I promiſed to 
do her this piece of ſervice, | without 
making any attempt in fayour of my- 
(elf, And indeed my paſſion; was. ſo 
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entirely extinguiſhed, that I now felt 
no deſires but thoſe of a friend, 
What 1 declared to Mr. de S. 

concerning her ſentiments was ſo far 


from having the effect upon him which 


ſhe expected, that he thought him- 
felf the more authoriſed to importune 
her by continual teſtimonies of his 
paſſion, He had been reſtrain'd by 
an apprehenſion of my being his Ri- 
val. But when he was aſſured that 
F confined myſelf within the bounds. 
of friendſhip, and oppoſed his ineli- 


nations only in compliance with The- 


ofa's defire, he told me that his paſ- 
ſion was too lively and vigorous to 
be extinguiſhed by her indifference, 


and that he ſhou'd at leaſt preſerve a 


Lover's hopes of gaining by affiduity 
and perfeveratce what he. cou'd not 


_ by his own merit or the incli- 
nation 
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nation of his Miſtreſs. I told him 


that all his efforts wou'd be to no 


purpoſe, but he was not diſcouraged 
at this declaration; eſpecially when 
I affured him upon my honour that 
had never been able to obtain any fa- 


vour from her which was in the leaſt 


repugnant to modeſty. As ſoon as 


ſhe was well enough to have any re- 


liſh of pleaſure, he endeavour*d to 
diſſipate her melancholy by enter- 
tainments, balls, and concerts. She 
was preſent at theſe amuſements ra- 
ther out of complaiſance than incli- 
nation, eſpecially when 'ſhe found 
me not unwilling to be a ſharer in 
them. Mr. de S.. . was only the 
fon of a Merchant; and if a ſenſe of 
Theofa's merit inſpired him with a 
paſſion for her, Ffaw nothing im- 
proper in the defire which I ſuppoſed 
he had to marry her, As the proofs 

of 
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of her being Condoidi's daughter a- 
mounted almoſt to a certainty, I 
ſhou'd have made no difficulty of at- 
teſting it, notwithſtanding; his obſti- 
nacy in refuſing to own her. Mr. 
de S.... however, tho* he ſome- 
times talk' d with me about his paſ- 
ſion, never mention*d the word mar- 
riage. In vain did J endeayour to 
lead him to do it by ſome reflecti- 
ons, which ſhou'd at leaſt have in- 
formed him that I ſhou'd not ap- 
prove. of his paſſion. on any other, 
terms. As I did not find him at all 
inclined to enter upon this ſubject, I 
refolved to tell him very plainly what 
were my views in favouring his ad- 
dreſfes. Thus did I, by a very ſtrange 
alteration in my conduct, endeavour. 
to inſure Theofa's conqueſts, and to 
part with her for ever by . marrying 
her to another. Her intereſt was the 
„ oa firſt 


l 
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firſt motive of my acting in this man- 


ner; and I conſider'd alſo that my 
taking her to Paris wou*d be apt to 


_ raiſe ſuſpicions to my prejudice: : 


For tho? I was not yet of an age in 
which love becomes indecent and 
prepoſterous, yet had I views of for- 


tune which were very inconſiſtent 


with an engagement of this nature. 
I explain*d myſelf with great free- 


dom to Mr, deS...., and he an- 


ſwer'd me with equal frankneſs. I 
love Theofa, ſaid he, and am very 
defirous to make her my wife; but I 
have a thouſand reaſons to fear that 
this match wou' d not be agreeable to 


my father and other relations, whom 


I wou'd not willingly run the riſk of 
diſobliging, I am however of age, 
and ſhou'd be glad to marry her pri- 


vately on any conditions you pleaſe, 


I cou'd by no means approve of this 
propoſal : 
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propoſal: For though it ſecur'd the 
main point which I aim'd at, yet it 
was beneath my character to promote 
a clandeſtine marriage. And then, 
as it wou'd probably one time or o- 
ther occaſion a breach between Mr. 
S... and his relations, Theofa cou'd 
expect no great happineſs from it, I 
ſnow'd therefore ſome reſentment at 
his making this propoſition, and aſ- 
Fl fured him that ſhe would never agree 
* to it. 
| As I did n not yet know Theofs's 
T. inclinations, I was willing to conſult 
them, and to tell her what advan- 
tages were offer'd her by love. 1 
was not at all ſurpriſed at her reject- 
ng the hand and heart of Mr, de 
+ + +4 3.. Þut. when I urged all the ar- 
' 38 tar which ſhe-herſelf-had made 
| uſe of in favour of a ſettlement which 
would en reproaches and efface 


even 


was to continue to live with me. 
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even her own ideas of her paſt life, 


and ſhe told me that ſhe was averſe 


from marriage; I cou*d not help up- 
braiding her with having impoſed up- 


on me, when ſhe proteſted, with fo 


much ſeeming ſincerity, that this was 
the only thing which inclined her to 
liſten to the Count's addreſſes, She 
was greatly perplex*d by this objec- 
tion; but endeavouring to get clear 
of it by an air of innocence and can- 
dour which had always ſucceeded with 
me, ſhe conjured me not to miſcon- 
ſtrue her ſentiments, or rather not to 
paſs too ſevere a cenſure on her weak- 
neſs and folly, And reminding me 
of my promiſes, ſhe call'd Heaven 
to witneſs, notwithſtanding any irre- 
gularities which I might have obſer- 
ved in her conduct, that all the hap- 
pineſs which ſhe hoped for or deſired, 
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| I thank'd her for her good opinion 
of me, and gave her freſh aſſurances 
that I wou*d puctually perform all 


my engagements. As her health 


was daily more and more confirm'd, 


| we ſoon ſet out from Marſeilles. Mr, 


deS.... in vain endeavour'd to de- 


tain us by his intreaties, which he of- 


ten urged with tears in his eyes. He 


received from Theofa's own mouth 


the ſentence which condemn'd him 
to ſtifle his paſſion, Some affairs 


however of his father furniſhed him 


with a pretence to accompany us as 
far as Lyons. And when he was con- 


ſtrain'd to take his leave, he told me 
in a whiſper, that he deſign'd ſoon 
to come to Paris, where he ſhou'd 
be more at liberty to diſpoſe of him- 
ſelf as he pleaſed. I was always per- 
ſuaded that he had privately endea- 


Wurd to obtain the conſent of his 
family, 


family, and that his father's refuſal 
was the only reaſon of his propoſing 
a clandeſtine marriage. 

A continual hurry of buſineſs which 
I was in for a long while, did not 


now permit me to obſerve all Theo- 


fa's conduct fo carefully as I had hi- 
therto done. I lodged her in my own 
houſe, treated her with the ſame re- 
ſpect which I had formerly done, 
and granted her all the priviledges 


which ſhe had enjoy'd at Oru. Va- 


rious were the opinions which my 


friends form'd, when they ſaw me: 
arrive at Paris with this beautiful 


Greek. Some thought me not ſincere 


in my account of the bright parts of 
her Story; and as I always took care 
to conceal the dark ones, they look d 
on my eulogiums on her principles 


and conduct, as the exaggerations of a 


Lover, Others when they were bet- 
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ter acquainted with her and found 

that ſhe really poſſeſsd all the merit 
which I aſcribed to her, concluded. 
that her perfections were an argument 
of my love, and that I cou*d have no 
other motive to bring fo young and 
beautiful a perſon fromTurky. Thus 
all agreed, as I had foreſeen, tothink 
me more familiar with her than I re- 
ally was; and the multiplicity and 
diſtraction of my affairs, which obli- 
ged me ſometimes to paſs two or 
three days without ſeeing her, cou'd 
not induce them to alter their opini- 
on. The concluſions of the Public 
were much more various and fanta- 
ſtical. It was at firſt ſaid that ſhe 
was a Slave whom I had purchaſed 
in Turky, that I was in love with 
her, and had ſpared no coſt nor pains 
in her education. This conjecture 
was not intirely without foundation. 
But 


But it was added, and I myſelf was 
informed in the Tuilleries by ſeveral 


perſons who did not know me, that 


the Grand Seignior falling in love 
with my Slave on the miracles which 
were told him of her beauty, ſent and 
demanded her of me, and that this 
was the grounds of all my diſputes 
at Conſtantinople. And tho? Theofa 
{till appear*d very amiable, yer as the 
luſtre of her charms was ſomewhat e- 
clipſed by her late illneſs, ſhe did not 
fully anſwer the idea of a woman,who 
had raiſed ſo much admiration, It 
was pretended therefore that I had di- 
miniſh'd her beauty by a liquid which 
had prepared on purpoſe, in order 
to avoid the tortures of jealouſy. O- 

thers affirm*d that I ſtole her out of 

a Seraglio, and that this raſh action 
was the cauſe of my being recall d. 


JS; 75 Fables 
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Fables of this kind gave me no un- 
eafineſs, and I was always the firftto 
laugh at them. All who vifited me 
ſoon conceived a very advantageous 
opinion of Theofa, and ſhe was not 
long without a croud of Admirers, 
As it would T thought be hard for 
her to refiſt the conſtant importuni- 


1 
ſies of a gay nobility, I gave her 
| ſome neceſſary precautions with re- 
| 7 gard to her behaviour. The Count 
: * de M ... . Was a proof of her not 
' being inſenſible to a graceful manner 
and perſon. She was conſtantly in 
danger at Paris; and if I was no 


longer prompted by love to prevent 


reputation obliged me not to ſuffer 


Her taſte for reading continued, 


3 , 
3 her engaging in an amour, yet my 


any irregular correſpondence in my 
houſe. She heard my counſels with 
her uſual thankfulneſs and pleaſure. 


and 
ſhe 
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ſhe diſcover'd even a new. greedineſs 
of knowledge. She did perhaps out 


of vanity what I had hitherto attri- 


buted only to a deſire of adorning 
her heart and mind, But whether! 
did not obſerve her narrowly enough 
to ſee thro* her conduct, or whether 


ſhe had art endugh to diſguiſe it, I 


perceived nothing in her behaviour 
which merited cenſure ?till the arri- 
val of Mr. de S. . „ who inſpired 


me with ſuſpicions which I ſhou'd _ ; 


not have eaſily credited. 
After he had paſt ſeveral weeks . 
at Paris, and been frequently at my 


houſe, where I treated him with | 
great civility, he one day took me a- 


ſide and complain'd bitterly of The- 
ofa. I told you the deſign of my 
Journey, faid he, at Lyons, but the 
caſe is fince very much alter'd. I 
Hatter'd myſelf that the coldneſs of 
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rers, and have a thouſand reaſons to 
| think that the does not behold them 
all with equal indifference. I am 
particularly driven to deſpair by the 
- regard which ſhe ſhows for Mr de 
R.... andthe young Count of., 


not indeed receive their viſits at your 
me the more uneafineſs, becauſe 1 ! 


- difference between them and innu- 
merable others, only becauſe the 1s 
prepoſſeſs*d in their favour. And yet 
how can I believe that ſhe loves two 
at a time? This is a myftery which l 
ſtill want to clear up. Having watch- 
ed her to Church, the Play-houſes, 
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my Miſtreſs was the only difficuly 
which I had to ſurmount; but 1 find 
that ſhe has ſeveral profeſs*d- Admi · 


who ſeem the moſt zealous'in their 
endeavours to pleaſe her. She does 


houſe; but this. very exception gives 


am perſuaded that ſhe makes this 


and 
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and all places of public reſort, I have 
conſtantly found her attended by 
theſe two troubleſome Rivals; and 
the ſatisfaction which ſhe takes in 
their company, - ſufficiently betrays 
her inclinations. He added nothing 
to make me carry 'my ſuſpicions far- 
ther, and the requeſt which he join- 
ed to his complaints was an argu- 
ment to induce me to diſregard 
them. He conjured me to let him 
know plainly what he had to hope. 
for, and not to ſuffer ſo honourable 
a paſſion as his to be rejected with 
marks of diſdain. | 

I promiſed him not only to eſpouſe 
his cauſe with the greateſt zeal, but 
to dive alſo into the bottom of an in- 
trigue of which I never had the leaſt 
ſuſpicion before. I had appointed a 
widow Gentlewoman to be Theofa's 
companion, whoſe age ſeem'd to be 

L 4 l 


a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the follies 
of youth; and had my confidence in 
the prudence of the young Greek been 
leſs than it was, yet ſhou'd I have 


ſtructions and example of ſo diſcreet a 


her; for as Mr de S... . had own'd 


one cou*d not be innocent and the o- 
that immediately attributed the un- 


ſuſpicions. He is diflatisfied, ſaid 
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thought myſelf very ſafe in the in- 


Governeſs. They were never aſun- 
der, and I was pleaſed to find that 
they entertain*d a friendſhip for each 
other. I told her ſome of the accu- 
ſations which were aHledged againſt 


that he had never ſeen Theofa alone, 


ther guilty. The Governeſs heard 
my reproaches with ſo little concern 


eaſineſs of Mr de S... to his jea- 
louſy. She named the author of my 


ſhe, with the return which Theofa 
makes to his paſſion, and is continu- 
| ally 
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ally teizing her with his viſits and 
letters. We cou'd not help laughing 
at ſo troubleſome a fondneſs, and his 
reſentment no doubt has made him 
complain to you. As to the crimes 
of which he accuſes us,. you know 
them already, added ſhe z for it was 
in purſuance. of your orders that-I 
have endeavour'd to amuſe Theofa. - - 
Our diverſions were only the .uſual- WM 
ones of people of faſhion ;. and if the 
two Rivals who have ſo much alarmed 
Mr de S.., were ſometimes: ad- 
mitted to walk. with us or to any o- 
ther innocent freedoms of the like 


rn kind, it was not by way of diſtinction, 
n- or to give them any opportunities of 
4 which they might make an. il E uſe. 

y This anſwer made me perfectly 
id eaſy, and the only conſolation which 
fa LI offer'd Mr. de S.... was to ex- 
1 hort him to merit Theofa's affection, 


be 


9 
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for whoſe innocence and prudence I 
- cou*d venture to paſs my word. His 
ſuſpicions, however, were not in- 
tirely groundleſs, My fage Govyer- 
neſs, though ſhe was not capable 
of encouraging or winking at a cri- 


minal correſpondence, was ſo much 


blinded by her vanity as to become 
the jeſt and: paſtime of our two Gal- 
| lants, one of whom had undertaken, 


in order to ſerve his friend, to pretend 
to be in love with a woman who was 
at leaſt ſixty years od. Her eyes 
being only open to the courtſhip 
which was paid to herſelf, ſhe'took 
no notice of what paſt with regard 
to her Companion; and her creduli- 
ty was ſo great as to make her think 


Theofa exceedingly happy in com- 
ing in for a ſhare of the gallantries, 
of which ſhe look'd upon her own 
charms as the only object. This 


Farce 
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Farce was ſo prepoſterous that the 
teftimony of Mr. de S.., who at 
laſt diſcovered it, nor any other evi- 


dence but that of my own eyes wouꝰd 


ever have induced me to believe it. 
One day, when my affairs and diſ- 


orders luckily happen'd to give me b 


ſome reſpite, Mr. de S... conju- 
red me to go along with him, in or- 
der to be a witneſs of a ſcene which 


vwou'd make me give more credit to 


his complaints. He had by his di- 


ligence diſcover'd that Theofa and 
the old Lady were engaged to take a 
walk, and afterwards to accept of a 


collation in the Gardens of St. Clou. 
He had learnt even the place and all 
the circumſtances of their entertain 
ment; and what provoked him ſo 
far as to make him interſperſe his re- 
tion with threats, he knew that the 
two Ladies were to have no company 

but 


nn Tu, * 
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but Mr. . and the young Coum. 
Whatever colour the Widow might 
give to this excurſion, I cou'd not 
help condemning and thinking it ve- 
ry indiſcreet. I fuffer*d myſelf there- 
fore to be conducted to Saint Clou, 
fully reſolved to be a ſpectator of all 
that paſſed, and to load our two La- 
dies with reproaches, from which the 
innocence of their intentions ought 


not to exempt them. They and their 


Gallants were there before us, and we 
ſaw them take ſome turns in an open 


place, where we did not think it ne- 
ceſſary to follow them. Mr. de S.. 


took care to chuſe a ſituation where 


we might ſee and hear every thing 


during their collation. Knowing that 
the preparations for it were making 


in a graſs- plot at the further end of 


the Garden, we went thither by ſe- 


veral bye ways, and took our ſtation 
very 
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very commodiouſly behind an eſpalier 
at a few yards diſtance, | 

They came thither in a little while 
after us, and where guilty of nothing 
unſeemly as they came along; but 
were very full of toying and foolery 
as ſoon as they had taken their ſeats 
on the graſs. The Widow open'dd 


the Farce, and IL preſently perceived 


that the flattery and careſſes of our 
two Gallants were ſcenes concerted 
beforehand. After they had made 
her a thouſand fulſome compliments 
on her beauty and compared her to 
the Nymphs and Graces, they deck d 
her with herbs and flowers, and were 
aſtoniſhed at the luſtre which her 
charms received from ſuch prepoſte- 
rous ornaments.. She was highly de- 
lighted with this drollery, and tak- 
ing an indirect method to ſhow her 
ſatisfaction, commended. the wit and 
humous 
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humour of all they ſaid and did. 
What reflections did I not make on 
the folly of a woman who forgets her 
age and deformity! I thought my 
old Governeſs fo juſtly puniſhed, 
that I ſhou*d have been diverted with 
the ſight, had there been no body 
there for whom I was more nearly 


concerned. But I obſerved that the 
Count was very ſerious between the 


interludes of this Farce, and that he 
took all opportunities of addreſſing 
words to Theofa which did not reach 
vs. Mr. de S.... burnt with rage 


and indignation. His agitations were 


ſo violent that I often apprehended 
that the noiſe of them wou'd betray: 


us. He wou'd ſeveral times have 
ruſh'd out and interrupted a Comedy: 
which went to his very heart, had 
J not detain'd him by force; and 1 


had the * difficulty in the 
world | 
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world to do it, when he ſaw the 
Count bow down his head even to the 
ground, in order to ſteal a kiſs from 
one of Theofa's hands, which ſne 
ſeem'd in no great hurry to draw 
from his lips. 

Their collation was very: an 
and laſted a long time; and their 
mirth was enliven'd with merry tales 
and ſallies of wit and pleaſantry. Tho“ 
they might not drink to-exceſs,. yet 
they taſted a variety of wines,. and 
did not want much courting to take 
their glaſſes in their turn. In ſhort, 
_ tho” nothing paſſed which was abſo- 
lutely criminal and immodeſt, yet I 
ſaw enough to make me very uneaſy, 
and reſolved ſpeedily to ſhow my re- 
 fentment of their conduct. Idetermi- 
ned however to take no notice of the 
affair till we came to Paris, and ſup» 
poſing chat the Ladies were ready to 

| g9 
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go back to their ah was in ſome 


perplexity how to return to ours 


without being ſeen; when Mr. de... 
taking the Widow by the hand, lead 
her into a cloſe walk, which was by 
no means the way to the. gate at 
which they, muſt neceſſarily go out. 


 Imagining that Theofa and the Count 


were going to follow their. compani- 
ons, Ideſigned only to obſerve them 
at a diſtance, but ſeeing them take a 
quite different. route, . the evil ap- 


peared to be preſſing, and I wanted 


no farther proofs of her levity, nor 


any of Mr. de S. . . s inſtigations 
to fly to her relief. Having made 


him promiſe. to keep his temper,-. I 


went in purſuit of the Lovers; and 
when 1 had overtaken them, I. pre- 


tended that L came to Saint Clou for 
the ſake of walking in the Gardens, 
and that Thad ** been ine 
chen 
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their collation, and where I might 
expect to find them. They were ſo 
confounded, notwithſtanding the ea- 
ſy and chearful air which I affected 
to aſſume, that they were a long 


while filent, before they recover'd 


themſelves enough to offer us the 
fragments of their entertainment. 

I was little inclined to accept of 
them; and thinking of nothing but 
how to break off ſo dangerous an 
mtrigue, I told the Ladies that I had 
ſome affairs to communicate to them. 
which obliged me to deſire a place in 
their coach. Theſe Gentlemen, add- 
ed I, did not to be ſure come hither 
without their equipage, or if they 
did, mine is at their ſervice, | Mr, 
de.. . . had order'd his to. follow 


him. We went away directly, and 
the two Lovers had the mortification 


to ſee their places ſupplied by. me 
and Mr, de S. . | As 


I cou'd not help ſmiling at the figure 


charms, in the ſame ſtrain as thoſe 
- which ſhe had heard in the Gardens. 
I perceived that her head was ſo much 
turn d that the really thougt me ſin- 
cere. A malicious ſmile appear'd in 
the face of Theofa, but I ſhou'd 1 
thought quickly ſpoil her mirth. She 
took care, however, in the mean 
time to deprive Mr, de 8... . of 
all his hopes at once, Whether ſhe 
ſuſpected the deſign which brought 
us to Saint Clou, and that he was 
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As it wou'd have been too ſevere 


to have reprimanded the Ladies for 
their indiſcretion before a Stranger, 
_ I poſtponed my lectures till our ar- 


rival at Paris. But looking upon the 
Widow as ſhe fate over-againſt me, 


ſhe had made, nor forbear making 
her ſome compliments upon her 


the author of it; or whether ſne was 
really 


really averſe from his paſſion, which 


coach, to deſire him never to trou- 


always been diſagreeable to her, and 


upon this as a final anſwer, and a laſt 
farewell. Mr. de S.. . was in ſo 
great a conſternation at what ſhe faid, 
that he had not reſolution enough to 


T was the more affected by them, as 


ly oppoſite to the natural ſfweetnefsof Bf 
her temper, that Ticou'd;notſuppale M 
that ſhe wou'd have been guilty of 
it, had ſhe not been hurried on by 


— 
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was indeed ſometimes troubleſome and 
impertinent; ſhe took the opportu- 
nity as he handed her out of the 


ble her more with viſits which had 
which ſhe was fully determined never 


to ad mit of again: Aſſuring him at 
the ſame time that he was to look 


follow or make her any reply. He 
addreſs:d his complaints to me and 


this conduct of Theofa was ſo direct - 
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ſome violent paſſion in favour of an- 
other. I was more charmed with the 
ſincerity of Mr. de S... than with 


+Gacealbfiil Lower. Vißt n 
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his perſon or eſtate; and affuring 


him of my friendſhip, endeavour'd 
to comfort him by all the arguments 


which are. the uſual reſſource of un- 


as often as you pleaſe, Tho” I ſhall 
not offer any violence to:Theofa's in- 


_ clinations, yet P11 take care to con- 


vince her of her folly in lighting 
your paſſion ; and if ſhe entertains a- 


ny irregular deſires, ſhall ſoon with- 
- out doubt be able to extinguiſh and 


make her aſhamed of them. 
Having been for ſome time gene- 


rally confined to my chamber by an 
ill ſtate of health, I had ſeldom en- 


Joy'd the pleaſure of eating or con- 


verſing with my family. But the 
concern which carried me to Saint 


Clou, 
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Clou, did not permit me to let the 


night paſs without opening my heart | 
to Theofa. As cuſtom and familia- 
rity had long ſince baniſh*d all trou- 
bleſome ceremonies between us, 1 
took the liberty of going into her 
chamber about the time that T was 
told that ſhe deſigned to retire to it, 
and own*d as ſoon as I ſaw her that 
the occaſion of my coming was very 
ferious and extraordinary, I knew not: 
whether the miſtruſted the motive 
of my viſit, but obſerved that her 
countenance changed. She heard me 
however with great attention. And 
indeed a deſire of thoroughly com- 
prehending what was ſaid before ſne 
made any anſwer, was one of her 

good qualities, 
I enter'd immediately upon the 
ſubject of my complaints. You 
| know, 
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know, ſaid I, the great zeal which 
you have diſcover'd for living with 
me, and that you a thouſand times 
told me that a love of virtue and re- 
tirement was the motive of it. Don't 


„ i: vou find them here? Why then do 


you go to Saint Clou in queſt of plea- 
ſures which are ſo repugnant to your 
principles, and what buſineſs can you, 
whoſe ſentiments and morals are ſo 
directly oppolite to theirs, poſſibly 
have with Mr.... and the Count 
of ;....? My affetion for you 

wou'd willingly impute any errors 
to your not being thoroughly ac- 
quainted with our cuſtoms, and to 
the folly of a guide who forgets 
them. But what can I ſay of this 
excurſion, this great intimacy with 
two young men whoſe way of think- 
ing is ſo very different from yours? 
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hk his diſregard of common decency» 


th gives me an uneaſineſs which I can 
es Ino longer diſſemble. 
.I turn'd away my eyes, in order to 


% give her time to think of an anſwer; 


o out ſhe did not make me wait long. 

Il perceive, ſaid ſhe, the whole extent 

it - of your ſuſpicions, and the weakneſs 

1, which I diſcover'd at Leghorn is a 

ſo ¶ſufficient juſtification of them. And 

y yet you do me a great injury, if you 

it ſuppoſe that I ever ſwerved a moment ; 

u from the paths of virtue, either at | 

s int Clou or at other places where | 

* you may have ſeen me. You have a ö 

o douſand times told me, continued f 

* ſhe, and I daily read the ſame things | 

A in the Books which you put into my bt 

h hands, that we ought to bear with the | | 
+ Reakneſs and follics of others, to be 7 
I beiable with thoſe with whom we live, | 

1 and to look with indulgence on the Y 
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failings and paſſions of our friends. 


act according to your inſtructions, 
and- to the maxims of the Authors 
which you direct me te read, Look- 
ing very earneſtly upon me, I know 
you well, added ſhe, and that I run 
no riſk in truſting you with a ſecret, 


She whom you have given me for a 


Companion has ſome failings, but! 
have all the reaſons in the world to 
wink at them. She is your Friend, 
and my Guide and Governeſs: Was 
it not my duty to pleaſe and un 
her? 

Leſs than this wou'd 1280 been 
ſufficient to have ſilenced my re- 
proaches, I repented of having been 
ſo free of them, and thought I ſaw 
into the bottom of this myſtery, The 
Count was in love with Theofa; 
ae... pretended to be in love 


. with the Widow, in order to ſerve 


his 
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his friend 3 and Theofa liſtenꝰd ſto 
the courtſhip of the Count out of 
complaiſance to her Governeſs. What 
an heap of illuſions ! I felt all my re- 
ſpect and eſteem for Theofa revive a- 
gain, and imagined that I ſaw her 
virtues and perfections ſhine with all 
their former glory and brightneſs. My 
infirmities made me credulous, and! 
embraced her with great tenderneſs. 
You have juſt grounds, ſaid I, to 
complain of me for giving you ſo 
blind a guide. 1 myſelf have been a 
witneſs of her unparalel'd extrava- 
gance and folly, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily have been a perpetual conſtraint. 
and uneaſinefs to you. I only wanted 


to be ſatisfied of your diſpoſitions, to 


do you all the juſtice you. deſerve, 

To morrow you ſhall be free from 

this troubleſome Governeſs, and Pl1, 
Vo L, II, M R en- 
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endeavour to find you a more n 
ble Companion. 110 0 
It was late. 1 was in my night 
gown, and Theofa in my eyes ſtill 
poſleſs*'d the all conquering charms 
which had formely made ſuch deep 
impreſſions on my heart. Her great 
goodneſs and prudence in humouring 
and concealing the frailties of her 
Governeſs, diſturbed ſome ſleeping 
embers of a flame which I thought 
intirely extinguiſh'd, or ſuppoſed at 
leaſt that a continued ſeries of diſor- 
ders, and the maturity of my judg- 
ment, would never ſuffer it to break 
out again. I was, however, in too 
weak a condition to feel my former 
turbulent deſires; but my jealouſy, 
which of all the foibles of love was 
that perhaps which leaſt became me, 
We again * the ſame * 


# 
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Conſtantinople. As ſoon as I was 


in bed I began to wonder how it had 


been poſſible for me to wax cool and 


indifferent with regard to ſo charm- 


ing an object, and to be ſorry that I 
had made no better an uſe of all my 
opportunities of winning her affecti- 
ons. Have 1 brought her into France, 
faid I, that ſome ot er bold Adven- 
turer may reap the fruits which 1 
may infallibly have obtam*d by a 
little more aſſiduity and zeal. In 
ſhort, if my ſenſes were not as mu- 
tinous now as formerly, they were as 
much ſo as wy il health would allow 
them to be. 

In this condition, 1 was not very 
unreaſonable with regard to the fa- 
vours which I defired of Theofa. To 
be frequently in my chamber, to which 
= pains and diſeaſes ſometimes con- 

M 2 | fined 


fined me in my bed for whole weeks 
together, was the only one which I 
propoſed to aſk. The Lady whom I ' 
deſign'd for her new companion, 
had good nature and prudence enough 
to confine herſelf to the company of 
a Valetudinarian, without any appa · 
rent conſtraint or reluctance. The 
pleaſure which the very idea of this 
ſcheme gave me, compoſed me to 
reſt, and I flept very quietly all the re- 
mainder of the night. But the next 
morning Theofa deſiring leave to 
wait on me in my chamber, made a 
propſition which diſconcerted all my 
meaſures. She was ſo affected with 
my reproaches or ſo piqued about the 
adventure of Saint Clou, that ſhe 
was quite out of humour with all her 
diverſions and her preſent way of life, 
and deſired my Fe to retire 
- . 0 
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to a Convent. As the oladire of 


tunities of men, and have no reliſh 
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your company, ſaid ſhe in a very 
obliging manner, was the only mo- 
tive of my deſiring to live with. you, 
and as I am continually deprived of 
that by your ill health, what buſineſs 
have I in the noiſe and hurry of fuch 
a City as Paris? I am perpetually 
wearied with the flatteries and impor- 


of any of their | faſhionable amuſe- 
ments, I deſign therefore to lead 
the ſame ſort of life which I did at 
Oru, and of all the places which 1 
have ſeen in this part of the world, I 
know none that is ſo ee to wy 
inclinations/as a Cloiſter. 
As an explication of my „ defign 
was the beſt anſwer which I cou'd 
make to this requeſt, I told her that 
* ſhou'd find in my houſe all the 
| M 3 ad. 
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advantages which ſhe 1 for in a 
Convent. T ſhall, ſaid I, be great- 
ly charm'd with having you perpe· 
tually near me, and to ſee you em · 
ploy yourſelf in my apartment in 
reading, painting, chatting and di- 
verting yourſelf with your new Com- 
panion. In ſhort, as I offer'd her 
full liberty to purſue all the amuſe- 
ments which the' ſeem'd to wiſh for, 
I did not at all doubt but that ſhe 
wou'd readily embrace my prope» 
fal, But inſiſting upon her reſolu · 
tion of retiring. to a Convent, ſhe 
renew'd her intreaties to obtain mx 
conſent. The pleaſure of my com- 
pany, of which ſhe had told me that 
- ſhe was deprived by my continual in- 
| firmities, was I thought the firſt 
EF thing which wou'd affect her, and 
r ſurpriſed me ſo much as to 
4 bobſerve 


* - 
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obſerve that this was a motive which 
ſhe ſeem'd to have intirely forgot - 
ten. I took care, however, to re- 
mind her of it; but ſhe only made 
me ſome compliments and excuſes, 
and then continued to ſpeak of a Cloĩi- 
ſter as the only place which cou d 
for the future have any charm for her. 
I was ſo much mortified and provok- 
ed by her indifference, that I told 
her with ſome warmth-that I did not 
approve her ſcheme, and abſolutely 
inſiſted, if ſhe had not loſt all regard: 
for me, on her never mentioning it 
more. I at the fame time order'd 
the perſon whom-I deſigned. for her 
Companion. to be ſent for, having 
informed her of the affair the night | 
before by a lettef. She was the wi- 

dow of, a Gentleman who belonged 
to the Law, and having but a ſmall 
| M:4. ſub- 
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ſubſiſtence, was very glad to accept 
of an offer from which ſhe hoped for 
ſeveral advantages. She lived in the 
neighbourhood, and came immedi- 
ately. I gave her a more particular 
account of the (ſervices which Lex. 
pected from her, and let her know 
ſhe wou'd greatly oblige me by ma- 
king herſelf agreeable to her Com- 
panion. Theofa ſubmitted to my de- 
fires without repining, and they 
ſoon contradted a MRO for uk 
other. 

- The enchanting dani of my 
dear Greek was the only charm I u- 
ſed to ſooth the anguiſh of my pains, 
J took nothing from any ether hand. 
1 ſpoke but to her, nor heeded ought 
but her anſwers. In the moſt cruel 
attacks of a malady to which I was 
condemn'd for the reſt of my life, 1 
received 
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received ſome comfort from the leaſt 
of her tender cares, and found my 
tortures ſometimes interrupted by de- 
lightful intervals of pleaſure. She 
ſeem'd concern'd at my ſituation, 
and never to be weary of attending 
me. But I obliged her however, 
tho” I often found it very difficult to 
prevail on her to leave me, to ſpend 
ſome hours every day at places of 
public amuſement, or in walking 
with her Companion. She was ne- 
ver long abſent, nor ever thought 
that ſhe cou'd return too ſoon,” Her 
former Governeſs, who was diſgaſt- 
ed at being diſcharged from her Of- 
fice, diſturbed this agreeable calm, 
by raiſing” ſuſpicions” in my mind 
which 1 "have? never been able to 
clear up. Whether they were well 
ee or not, let the Reader 

M 5 Judge; 
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Judge: for to him I now abſo- 
lutely ſubmit my own cauſe, and all 
the dark and doubtful parts of The- 
ofa's character and conduct. „ 
Her late Governeſs was very free 
and unreſerved in her accuſations. 
After bewailing the unhappy ſitua · 
tion which hinder'd me from obſerv- 
ing what paſſed in my houſe, ſhe told 
me very plainly that the Count of 
\.. +. viſited Theofa continually, and 
that he had lately prevailed on her to 
return his paſſion, tho? he had never 
been able to aecompliſt} it while ſhe 
was under her care. And ſhe added 
before ſhe gave me time to recover 
from my ſurpriſe, that the two Lo. 
vers had continual interviews in The. 
ofa's apartment, and that ſhe evi- 
dently received her Gallant in her 
arms eyery night after ſhe left me. 


* 


* 
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'. 


ill office, Theofa was luckily abſent. 


concealed the violent ſhock it gave 


rable to Theofa. I recollected all her 


hour together out of my chamber. 
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At the time of her doing me this 


I hou'd not have been able to have 


me, and affairs of this nature are not 
unravel'd and cleared up without the 


utmoſt ſecrecy and precaution, My 
firſt reflections, however; were favou- 


ſteps, ſince ſſie had conſented to live 
in my preſence almoſt perpetually. 
Excepting the time which I obliged 
her to ſpend in exerciſe or diverſions, 
ſhe was hardly ever a quarter of an 


And did the grant ſo little a while 
to love? Or was her paſſion always 
capable of the ſame moderation? 
She never left me *till it wag very 
late in the night, and her looks and 
n in the morning were always 

freſts 
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freſh and lively. And were theſe any 
ſymptoms of having paſſed her. hours 
of abſence in the arms of a paſſionate 
Lover? And then was not her pru- 
- dence, her modeſty and chearfulneſs 
the ſame ? In ſhort,. I knew the levi- 
ty and imprudence of her Accuſer, 
and did not doubt but that ſhe was 
ſufficiently mortified at the diſpleaſure 
which I had ſnow'd at her conduct, 
to endeavour to revenge herſelf upon 
me, Theofa, or the perſon whom I 
had ſubſtituted in her room. 
As ſhe continued te live in my 
family, and I was very deſirous that 
ſhe ſhou'd not communicate this af- 
fair to any body elſe; I told her that 
Jimputations of this kind ſhou'd not 
de looked upon as true till they had 
been confirm'd by unqueſtionable 
proofs, and that they ſhou'd by all 
5 means 
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means be kept ſecret, as well for my 


honour as for that of the young 
Greek, If ! you divulge this affair 
therefore to any perſon whatever, I 
ſhall certainly become your moſt im- 


placable enemy; and if you don't 


ſoon convince me of the truth of it by 
undeniable evidence, ſhall harbour a 


very mean opinion of you for the fu- 
ture. We parted very little ſatisfied 
with each other. She was diſpleaſed 
that her accuſations were not intirely 
credited, and I obſerved an heat and 
rancour in them, which cou'd not 
n from a defire of obli ging 


1 1 ee, in . hath 
doubts obliged me to live with The- 
ofa, made me think two days an age 
of pain and torture. The third night, 
* half an hour after Theofa had 
left 


- 


left me to retire to reſt, her Acru- 
fer came into my chamber and told 
me in a whiſper, that I might nom 
ſurpriſe her in the company of her 
Gallant. I made her ſeveral times 
repeat what I couꝰd not eaſily credit, 
but ſhe was fo circumſtantial in her 
relation that L 1 help — 
heving 1 it. 

1 was in "WY ind! Grand omit 
with all my ufual load of diſorders, 
found ſome difficulty to riſe. The 
precautions which E was: obliged to 
uſe to coneeal my ſuſpicions from my 
Servants took up ſome time, and my 
reluctance and fears occaſionꝰd ſome 
farther delay. I reſol ved however, 
to go to Theofa's apartment. We 
W er re 
de... . Carried herſelf. It went out 
before we came to the door, and 

ſome 
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ſome time was ſpent in lighting it a- 


gain. I fear, ſaid my guide as ſoon 
as ſhe returned, that the Count has 


taken this opportunity to eſcape. 


And yet the door, added ſhe, cou'd 
not be open'd and ſhut again without 
ſome noife, I trembled and was in 
great confuſion, We rapped at the 
door of her anti-chamber,. and after 
we had waited a few moments it was 
open'd by Theofa's woman, who was 
greatly ſurpriſed to ſee me there at ſo 


late an hour. a 


Is ſhe alone? Is ſhe e had 


ae others of the like kind were 


the firſt queſtions which I aſked with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs and impatience; 
Her Accuſer would have rauſh'd rude- 


ly into her chamber, but L detain'd 


her. As this is the only door, ſaid I,, 


it is impoſſible for any body to eſcape 


with- 
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vyithout being ſeen; and if Theofa i 


innocent, I ſhow'd never forgive your 
doing her ſo great an injury. Her 
Woman aſſured me that her Miſtreſs 
had been ſome time in bed, and was 
already faſt aſleep; but the noiſe 
which we made, was ſufficient to 
wake her. We heard ſomething 


move, which increaſed the impa- 
tience of Madam de ...., and I 


followed her to the door of Theofa's 


room. She had call'd her woman, 


and receiving no anſwer was got out 
of bed; and being directed by her 
fears, open'd her door to ſee what 
was the matter in her nen 


wy BC 


She appeared in a very chin lj 
gown , which it required: no long 
time to ſlip on; and I was not at all 
0 to ſee. a light! in her cham- 
ber, 


had one. 
J had. been aſſured that ſhe was a- 
ſleep. Beſides her confuſion and 
fears were I thought too great to be 
attributed only to her ſurpriſe at ſee- 
ing me there. In ſhort, as I was 
prepoſſeſsd by the imputations of 


The Fair Greek. 287 


ber, becauſe I knew that ſh& uſuall7 
But then ſhe was up, and 


her Accuſer, the leaſt diſorders which 
I ſaw in her chamber were ſo many 


footſteps of her Gallant, and un- 
doubted proof of the irregularities 
with which ſhe was reproached. 


She trembled, and aſked me what 
brought me thither at ſo late an hour. 
Nothing, ſaid I, in a more abrupt 
manner than I ever; uſed to ſpeak to 


her; and looking around me, conti- 


nued to obſerve every thing which 
„ to clear up my ſuſpict- 
Holler chamber was ſo little in- 
cumber'd 
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cumber*d that nothing cou'd be hid 
from my view. I ſearched her clo- 
ſet, and peepꝰd under her bed. And 
in ſhort, having examined every place 
that look*'d the leaft fuſpicious, I re- 
tired without faying another word, 
tho* Theofa during the ſurpriſe: of 
this ſcene had afked me ſevetal que- 
ſtions concerning the occaſion of it. 
If I was tortured with indignation 
and reſentment when I came, à fear 
of having injured the beautiful The- 
ofa afſlicted me as much at my re- 
turn. The Informer had remain'd 
all this while as a guard in the An- 
ti- chamber. Come along, faid I, in ‚ 
an angry tone; your groundleſs ſuſ- 

picions have cover'd me with grief 

and ſhame.” She ſeem'd to be in as 

great à conſternation as I, and pro- 

teſted as ſhe went along that 
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The Fair Greek. 28g 
muſt certainly have made his efcape, 
ſince ſhe was very, poſitive that ſhe 
ſaw him come up ſtairs and 80 into 
Theofa's apartment. 

Haying no reaſon to diſcredit the 


teſtimony of. a woman whom 1 
thought incapable of telling an uns 


truth, or that of my ovm eyes which 


had diſcover*d nothing in Theofa's 
chamber, I was quite oppreſt with 
confuſion and terror, and reſolved 
to go immediately to bed, in order 
to recover myſelf from the cruel 
ſhock which theſe doubts and diſaps 
remembrance of the terrible diſorder. 
in which I left Theofa, and a thous 
fand pleas which my heart made in 
her favour, induced me to ſend one 
of my ſervants to intreat her not to 
be uneaſy, Ireproached myſelf with 
my 
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my filence, ſuppoſing that the mig 
draw unlucky concluſions' from it: 
And if ſhe: was innocent, what im. 


preſſions might they not make on 


her heart and mind? My ſervant 


told me that ſhe was all bath'd in 


tears, and that ſighs, and complaints 
of the wretchedneſs of her condition» 
were the only anſwer which ſhe re- 


turned to the compliment I made 
her. I was ſo affected with her ſor- 
rows, that I ſhow'd immediately 
have went back with a view of re- 
lieving them, had I liſtenꝰd only to 
pity 3 but the doubts which perplex- 
ed my mind, or rather the almoſt 
indubitable - proofs which deprived 
me of all hopes of finding her inno- 
cent, detain'd me, whether I wou'd 
or not, and made me the victim all 


4 We: ol long of grief and deſpair. 
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I reſolved to viſit her in the morn- 
ing, as well to comfort her in her af- 
fiction as to: draw from her a con- 
feſſion of the diſorders of which ſhe 


was accuſed. The knowledge which 
a long familiarity with her had given 
me of her temper, made me hope 
that I ſhou'd ſoon be able to find out 
the truth; and if I ſhou*d be obliged 
to withdraw my eſteem, I deſigned. 
at leaſt to hide her errors and diſ- 
grace from the perſon who had accu- 
ſed her. I had the ſame view in be- 
ing ſilent during the ſearches which 
I made in the evening. I did not 
care to be reproached with wilful 
blindneſs, and ſhou'd not have ſpa- 
red Theofa, had I been ſo unhappy. 
15 to have found her with the Count; 
but my fears having been always ws 
* by ſome remains of hope, I, 
reſolved 
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reſolved to embrace all opportunities 
to induce her Governeſs to diſmiſs 
her ſuſpicions; and nothing furpri- 
ſed me ſo much as to hear her inſiſt 
on the evidence of her own eyes, 
when I was going to upbraid her 
with not having ſufficient groin 
for her accuſations. | 
I was getting ready to go to The- 
_ ofa, when I was told that ſhe was 
coming into my apartment, and was 
pleaſed with her making the firſt ad- 
vances, The care which the had ta- 
ken to compoſe her countenance, did 
not hinder me from obſerving the 
traces of her tears, Her eyes were de- 
jected, and the did not venture for 
ſome time to turn them upon me. 
How, Theofa! faid I, has it been 
poſſible for you to forget your vir- 
tuous princi ples? Have you m_—_ 
Sed 
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ced your prudence and modeſty, 


which have always endeared you to 
me more than your beauty ? Hea- 
vens!  Gallants all night! I was 
not ſo wretched as to ſurpriſe you 
with the Count of.. ., but he 


was ſeen to go into your chamber, 


and this was not the firft time of his 
being indulged in ſuch : favours, I 
obſerved her with great attention, 
that I might gain information. from 
every look and the minuteſt circum- 
ſtances of her behaviour. She wept, 
ſhe ſobb'd, her voice was drowned in 
tears; and perceiving nothing which 
might aid my inquiries, I was almoſt 
as much moved by my impatience . 
as ſhe was by her paſſions. Reco- 
vering her ſpeech at laſt; ſeen to go 
into my chamber, cried ſhe! Who 
law him? Who dares bring ſo hor- 
| rid 
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Madam de {v0 *<*8 -without doubt, ad- 


_ neſs; but if her malice is to be cre- 


cauſe it was à plain proof that The- 
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Have I any reaſon to + miſtruſt; her 
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rid an accuſation againſt me? It is 


ded ſhe, naming her former Gover- 


dited, it is to no purpoſe for me to 
attempt to juſtify myſe lt. 
I was ſtartled at this language be- 


ofa gueſgd at the ſubject of my com- 
plaints, and that ſhe knew that this 
woman had formed reſolutions to her 
prejudice. Hear me, ſaid J inter- 
rupting her, I on that it was Ma- 


ments to take off its force, pray let 
me hear them. This requeſt encou- 
raged her to tell me, that Mr de 
had diſcontinued his addreſſes to this 
Lady as ſoon as ſhe was removed 

Ei e from 
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from being her Governeſs, and that 
he had ſent a very uncivil anſwer to 
a Letter in which ſhe told him that 
he might viſit her as uſual, not- 
withſtanding ſome late alterations in 
which ſhe was little concerned. He 


had informed her that the Comedy 


was now eat an end; ſince the reaſons 
which he had for playing in it, cea- 
ſed as ſoon as the alteration which ſne 
mention'd took place. Being con- 
vinced by this declaration of the 
mortifying part which ſhe had acted, 
and perſuaded that Theofa was hap- 
pier in her amour, ſhe was ſpurred 
on by a thirſt, of revenge to take all 
methods to procure ſome proofs a- 
gainſt her. I have not been igno- 
rant, ſaid Theofa, of her artifice and 
ſnares, and know that I have been 
conſtantly watched wherever I went. 
Vor. J. N And 
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And now, it ſeerns, her malice ſup- 
Poſes that I entertain the Count in the 
night, What offers has ſhe not made 
to bribe my woman? Two days 
ſince ſhe intercepted a Letter of the 
Count, threaten'd to inform you of 
it, and was vex'd to the heart that 
it was not in her power to pick out 
a ſingle expreſſion, from which ſhe 

cou'd wring an ill meaning, 
I did not doubt, added Theofa, 
when I faw you in my chamber, but 
that her accuſations had brought you 
thither. And your preſence, or ra- 
ther my deſpair to find you ſo readily 
liſten to my enemy, threw me into 
the conſternation in which yeu be- 
held me. I come now to conjure 
you to deliver me from ſo cruel a 
petſecution. She med 4 torrent of 
tears, and falling on her knees by 

gy | my 


— — 
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my bed - ſide, earneſtly beſought me 


to grant what 1 had refuſed her be- 


fore. A Convent, ſaid ſhe, with a 
voice almoſt ſtifled with tears, a 
Convent is the only place which re- 
mains for me, and the only ane k 
defire; 542 

1 know not * anſwer 1 hou'd 
had made her; for tho* I was moved 
by her: tears, and convinced by her 
defence, yet I cou'd not look upon 
deteſtable of women, While I was 
in theſe doubts, and cou'd get no in- 
formation from any reflections which 
I made, my door open'd. and. in 


comes Madam de a that is to 


lay, Theofa's enemy, mine perhaps, 
and the ſource of | all, our uneaſi- 
neſs, I had not time to aſk, my- 
lelf whether I, was to expect more 
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292 The Fair Greek. 
light er obſcurity from this viſit! 
She cou'd not be ignorant that 
Theofa was in my apartment; and ap- 


prehending leſt ſhe ſhou'l regain all 


my former confidence, ſhe undoub- 
tedly came thither, to-attack her-or 


to defend herſelf. She accordingly 


began by treating her with very lit- 
tle ceremony, Her reproaches were 
ſo rude and ſevere, that Theofa, 


; whether innocent or guilty, not be- 
ing able to ſtem ſuch a torrent of 


outrage, fainted . away, and it was 
a long while before ſhe cou'd be 
brought to herſelf again. The Go 


verneſs renew?d her accuſations with 
freſh warmth, and all the convicti- 


on I received from this ſhocking 
diſpute was, that one was as obſti- 
nate and poſitive in affirming that 
fe had ſeen the Count op... g 
intd 
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into the apartment where we had 
look'd for him; as the other was in 
maintaining, that this aſſertion was a 
moſt horrible calumn y: 

This ſhocking ſcene was more 
painful to me than to her. In ſhort, 
being diſtracted with! a thouſand 
doubts which I cou'd not clear up, 
and not being able to think ill. 1 
the veracity of Madam de 
nor to hate and deſpiſe Theofa, 1 
commanded them both to be ſilent, 
and to bury in eternal oblivion an 
incident which they cou'd never re. 
collect without the utmoſt horror. 
You muſt not leave me, ſaid Ito 
Theofa, but be ſo circutnſpe&t in 
your conduct for the future as to de- 
fy all eie And you, Madam 


de , ſhall continue to live in my 
ah ; butwhen you bring any more 
accuſas 


„Fal- Greek 


 neeuſations of which yon have no 
hetter proofs, I ſhall not entertain 
vou a moment longer. As. ſhe: ſub- 
ſiſted only on my generofity, I had 
. At 0 —— W in this man- 
1 4 The fatisfadtion kebich 1 neoginied 
from Theofa after this ſtrange! af- 
fair, was only that of her compa» 
ny, The violence of my maladies, 
and perhaps the impreſſions of ſo 
thocking a ſcene, had inſenſibly 
love. If: ſhe had any other amours,, 
no account; of them ever reached the 
place to which my infirmities quick - 
ly made me tetreat, and the Public 
muſt expect an Faik ubam only 
my friends who; viſited me in my re- 
tirement, took ſo much care to ju 
cea 
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ceal her death from me, that I did not 
even ſo much as hear of it *till ſeveral 
months after it happen'd. It was 
immediately after this fatal news , 
that I reſolved to commit to writing 
every thing which was common to 
my Hiftory and that of this amiable 
Stranger, and to leave the Public 
to judge whether I have made an 
ill choice of the object of my love 
and eſteem, 


End of the Second and Left Volume, 
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